William E. Rose
November 12, 1933 - January 7, 2021

William Eugene Rose, 87, died Thursday, January 7, 2021, at his home.
William was born November 12, 1933, in rural Wimbledon, ND, to John and Susan
(Bultema) Rose.
He attended country school and graduated from Wimbledon High School in 1951. William
furthered his education by attending Ellendale State Teachers College and earned a B.S.
degree in education in 1957. He served two years in the US Army in Fort Gordon, GA.
On June 24, 1956, William married Darlene Ann Kristianson in Coteau, ND.
William was a teacher in Rugby, ND in 1958; he then taught in Courtenay, ND from 1959 –
1963; in Strandquist, MN from 1963 - 1966 and in Rothsay, MN from 1966 until he retired.
He taught Driver’s Education for 51 years. Bill coached basketball for 28 years and earned
many honors during those years. He also coached other sports including baseball, high
school track, and assistant girls’ volleyball coach.
Bill was honored to be awarded the Minnesota State High School Association Hall of
Fame Award in 1998. However, his greatest honor was when the Rothsay Public School
dedicated their new gymnasium in his honor, Bill Rose Gymnasium, and established the
Bill and Darlene Rose Scholarship.
In addition to coaching, William enjoyed reading, golfing, watching sports and playing
cards. He was a member of the New Life Lutheran Church, Lions Club, American Legion,
and a volunteer with the Rothsay Fire Department.
Bill was a pillar at Rothsay High School. He taught and coached nearly every student
during his thirty years. And every student was made to feel special as Mr. Rose stood in
the hallway outside his classroom door every morning with a friendly smile and greeting
for each student.

Mr. Rose held his athletes to a high standard. The players quickly learned that character
and sportsmanship were more important than their performances. Winning meant
following the rules, good sportsmanship, team play, and respect for your teammates, your
opponents, and yourself.
And that approach brought many victories.
Bill made teaching at RHS a great experience. Everyone who had the pleasure of being a
colleague will remember Bill’s motto: “If you ain’t Dutch, you ain’t much.”
Bill was a “people person.” He loved to travel and he loved to meet people, and he always
wanted to know where everyone was from and something about their lives.
He will be remembered as one of the great ones.
He was preceded in death by his parents, John and Susan Rose; grandparents; sisters,
Jean (Harold) Falk, Kathleen (Lowell) Wright; brother, Jack (Lois); father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Helmer and Sadie Kristianson; step mother-in-law, Olga Carlson and
brothers-in-law, Lauren (Susan) Kristianson and Larry Kristianson.
William is survived by his wife of 64 years, Darlene; children, Tad (Myrna), Timothy
(Marcia), Teri (Mitch) Center, Tamera Snodgrass and Toni Rose;
grandchildren, Amanda Center Chung (Jack), Alec Center (Kelsey), Anna Center, Sadie
Snodgrass (fiancé David), John Henry Snodgrass, Amelia Snodgrass, Tyrell (Ericka)
Rose, Michael Rose, and Travis Bladow; step-grandchildren, Tom (Wendy) Nelson, Larry
Nelson, Kay Tuttle, Jeanette Nelson, Janelle (William Jr.) Seedorf; great-grandchildren,
Arwen, Carys, Kai Chung, Carter and Brooklyn Rose, step-grandchildren, Jacob, Dan,
Seth, Becca, Brandon, Austin, Megan, Braden, Aubry, Rhyker, Ava and Adlynn; sisters-inlaw, Karen (Harvey) Schneider, Cheryl Thom Schmid, Maxine (Mark) Peterson, and
numerous nieces and nephews.
A private family service will be held.
Please refer to his tribute wall for a recording of the service. A public Celebration of Life
will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers memorials preferred to the Bill and Darlene Rose Scholarship Fund or
charity of donor’s choice.
Clergy: Reverend Randy Whitehead

Interment: Hamar Cemetery, Rothsay, MN
Arrangements provided by the Olson Funeral Home
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Celebration of Life

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Rothsay Event Center
123 2nd Street NW, Rothsay, MN, US, 56579

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memorial Service

Olson Funeral Home - January 15, 2021 at 04:13 PM

“

What a beautiful service for Uncle Bill. If you're not Dutch you're not much. Judy Wright
Davis
Judy - January 16, 2021 at 10:42 AM

“

so great to be able to share this time with you even if it is by recording. much love to you
Dar and to all your family
Janice
jerudh - January 17, 2021 at 11:10 AM

“

Bill was a mentor to me in my first year of teaching. He taught me it is OK to laugh with
students, but always show respect. He helped me understand that I was a mentor for the
youth. Although I was in Rothsay only 2 years, I have many great memories of both Bill and
Dar. God bless their memories.
Del Larson - January 17, 2021 at 03:01 PM

“

2 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - January 26, 2021 at 04:19 PM

“

Bill Rose was my teacher in Strandquist Minnesota in 1964..... I baby sat his children
a few times..... he was also the coach of our basketball team..... I was a cheer
leader...... I graduated in 1966 .... a class of 8..... Mr. Rose was a very special coach
and principal..... I'm sure he was a success where ever he went... my sincere
sympathy to his family....... Sharon Stalock (Now Sharon Moneta of Ham Lake, MN. )

Sharon (Stalock) Moneta - January 19, 2021 at 09:44 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Julie Brenden - January 16, 2021 at 11:38 AM

“

Condolence to the rose family,Helen & Gerald. Lamson.Fargo & Weslaco Tx.

Gerald Lanson - January 15, 2021 at 04:34 PM

“

Sorry for your loss of bill my are with.yoi

Susan gulbranson - January 15, 2021 at 04:46 AM

“

Lori Radermacher, Wade, Ross & Faith lit a candle in memory of William E. Rose

Lori Radermacher, Wade, Ross & Faith - January 14, 2021 at 11:51 AM

“

Uncle Bill was a legend; down-to-earth, kind, caring and quite humorous. He will be greatly
missed.
Lori, Wade, Ross & Faith Radermacher - January 14, 2021 at 11:56 AM

“

Mr Rose will be missed. I always enjoyed chatting with Bill and Dar when I was back
home. Prayers for the family

Rebekka Sievert - January 13, 2021 at 08:29 PM

“

It was a honor and pleasure getting to know Bill. Deepest sympathy, Lisa Froemke

Lisa Froemke - January 12, 2021 at 11:53 PM

“

Kent And Beckt Amundson lit a candle in memory of William E. Rose

Kent and Beckt Amundson - January 12, 2021 at 03:48 PM

“

Bill was simply a man who, if you knew him, you would never forget him.
He will live in our hearts and memories forever.
There are millions of memories, although one of the best memories I have was when
Bill tried lutefisk for the first time. Unforgettable.
I, like everyone, enjoyed his presence and conversations as he enlightened the
room.
You will always be remembered as we pay tribute to "Gym Nasium," also known as
Mr. Bill Rose.
/Mark Leighton

Mark Leighton - January 12, 2021 at 10:12 AM

“

Cheryl Oien lit a candle in memory of William E. Rose

Cheryl Oien - January 12, 2021 at 07:26 AM

“

My sincere condolences to you and your family, Darlene.
Bonnie Larson Erickson

Bonnie Erickson - January 11, 2021 at 05:59 PM

“

So many fond memories of my teacher, coach, and friend. My sympathies to the
family of Mr. Rose.

Amber (Stenstrom) Reed - January 11, 2021 at 04:25 PM

“

Visiting the Rothsay gym or football field will never be the same again. It was always
a warm fuzzy to see Bill at every event I think I have ever attended at the Rothsay
school supporting the hometown TIGERS and kids. First met Dar and Bill in the mid
1960's as Dar and my Mom where attending Moorhead State and became friends.
Amazing people that totally enjoyed dedicating their lives to the School and
community of Rothsay. LEGENDS! RIP Bill and condolences to the entire family and
community of Rothsay that LOVED him so much.
LeRoy & Karen (Wagner) Johnson
Barnesville, MN

Karen Johnson - January 11, 2021 at 02:57 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to Dar and Family. May God's gift of Everlasting Life bring
you comfort and peace! Our thoughts and prayers are with you! George and Cheryl
Ericson

Cheryl Ericson - January 11, 2021 at 01:18 PM

“

Far and her family lived where you lived in Flaxton. Small world.
Janet Johnson Cron - January 11, 2021 at 03:15 PM

“

Paul And Lori Jorgenson lit a candle in memory of William E. Rose

Paul and Lori Jorgenson - January 10, 2021 at 10:49 PM

“

Bill Rose was not only a coach and mentor, he was like a second father. I lived with
Bill and Dar my Senior year at Rothsay. They made me feel like a son. Bill often
yelled at me on the court, but was a caring, supportive man at home. We have
stayed in touch over the years and we were able to have a very nice call Christmas
day. He was in good spirits. I will miss Bill's sense of humor. All my love to Dar and
the family.

Brian Rogers - January 10, 2021 at 08:59 PM

“

Bill Rose was my driver's ed teacher. He was always filled with knowledge and knew
the answer to most question I had. He had wonderful stories to tell when he would
take me driving for those hours I was needing to do. He will be very missed by many
people. Dar and family are in my prayers during this difficult time as they move
forward with there lives. He always had a smile on his face whenever I saw him and
was very spirited especially during sports.

Kristina March - January 10, 2021 at 08:41 PM

“

Rest In Peace Coach Rose. You never gave up on me, I never forgot you, you made
a difference in my life. It was an honor to play for you.

Jeff Wigdahl - January 09, 2021 at 07:23 PM

“

My prayers go out to Dar and family. Bill was a legend at at RHS, who treated every
student and athlete with respect. Lots of good memories, watching him against
legendary coaches Rex Haugen, Blacky Varriano and more. He taught me many
things that remain with me in my life. Blessed Assurance; He is no resting in his
Heavenly Fathers arms. Lots of good and very fun stories could for sure be told!!!’

bruce paulson - January 09, 2021 at 04:58 PM

“

Chris Grunewald lit a candle in memory of William E. Rose

Chris grunewald - January 09, 2021 at 04:05 PM

“

Bill was a wonderful man! He was a great teach and athletic director for Rothsay
High School. My favorite memory of Mr. Rose was our 8th grade final. The first
question on the test was "What color was George Washington's white horse?" I
laughed out loud when I read it...but I got the question right! He loved sports and was
the announcer at every sport event from football to basketball to volleyball. I have
great memories of Mr. Rose!
Amy (Nelson) Trast

Amy Trast - January 09, 2021 at 02:04 PM

“

Bill meant the world to our family! He was our neighbor, coach, teacher, drivers Ed
instructor, my dads golf and coffee buddy and a great friend. Bill was the voice of
Rothsay sports and everyone’s #1 fan! He loved sports, he loved our school, he
loved our town! I loved going back home to our church because I knew I would get to
see Bill and Dar, as they usually sat right behind us. They always seemed excited to
see us and excited to see our kids. Truly amazing people! Those trips back to our
hometown church will be different, dads morning coffee dates will be different,
basketball games will be different, but I think we can all agree that we were so
blessed to have had him in our lives for so many years.
Legacy is not leaving something for people. It’s leaving something in people. —Peter
Strople
He definitely did that! We will miss you Bill!
Our prayers for comfort and peace go out to Dar and the family! I know we have an
amazing angel watching over us!
Sommer, Cory, Hayden and Vaeda Rian

Sommer Rian - January 09, 2021 at 09:41 AM

“

We would like to express our deepest sympathy to the Rose family. Bill was
wonderful gentleman who touched and inspired many including family, friends,
students and community members. He will be sorely missed and fondly remembered.
John & Ann Anderson

John & Ann Anderson - January 09, 2021 at 09:39 AM

“

To the family of Bill you have my deepest sympathy. Prayers to the family. RIP Bill

Rick & Dee Johansen - January 08, 2021 at 11:28 PM

“

Bill Rose was an incredible man. He was one of the few people who made me feel
like my sports playing was any good and worth doing while I was in high school. I
talked with him many times at church, and he was just one of the nicest people I've
ever met. He cared about the people in his community, not because he was trying to
gain something, or to prove some sort of superiority. He truly loved everyone who
stepped foot into town, and if you ever talked to him, you could feel that care. Bill was
a beacon of love and support, and the world feels darker without him. But he would
never wants us to give up, so I'm not going to. I'm going to keep fighting for love and
compassion in the name of such a passionate man. Bill Rose was the prime example
of Tiger Pride. My heart goes out to Dar and the rest of his family. May they find
peace that he lived such an impactful life.
Derrick Pfingsten

Derrick Pfingsten - January 08, 2021 at 05:29 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Dar, and family, on the loss of Bill. Bill was a
valuable member of the Rothsay Educational Teaching Staff and a great contributor
to Tiger Athletics. Blessed be his memories.

Joe and Karen Merseth - January 08, 2021 at 03:53 PM

“

To one of God's best. What a blessing to be taken into his family as a teacher and
coach and deer hunter. He and Dar were like a father o me as Sue and I became
part of the Rothsay family in 1981. Teaching and coaching with Bill was where I
learned how coach with respect and teach children to learn beyond their ability. .Sue
and I had many great times at their house with a cup of coffee and what ever Dar
whipped up. Always with a smile on his face and a chuckle in his heart will I
remember Bill. Our sympathy to Dar and the kids. Our lives are better because of
time spent with Bill.
Can't say enough.
Mark and Susan Heysse
St Cloud Mn

MARK HEYSSE - January 08, 2021 at 01:14 PM

“

Our sympathy and prayers to Darlene and the Rose family

Don & LaVonne Ruud - January 08, 2021 at 12:30 PM

“

He was my teacher, he loved teaching and coaching. He was a friend to all students.
He taught commitment in the way he lived his life. He will be greatly missed by his
family and leaves a warm place in my heart. Rest my friend!

Edith Berry - January 07, 2021 at 06:45 PM

“

I remember Bill teaching me History and he did my drivers training class. He was a good
man in my memory book.
Carol Honcik - January 07, 2021 at 07:15 PM

“

Our sympathy to you and your family.. Our boys loved Bill and have some great memories
of him..
Kevin and Sandy Watterud - January 07, 2021 at 08:36 PM

“

Sympathy to you Dar and family. We all loved you when
you were in Strandquist We will always keep the good
memories in our hearts. Bill was a good coach, teacher
and all around person. Bless you. LaVoi Thun
LaVoi Thun - January 09, 2021 at 12:02 PM

“

Bill came to Rothsay just after I graduated from RHS in 1966, so I never had him as a
teacher. But as I returned to visit Rothsay many times over the past 50 yrs, I met & got to
know Bill. What a kind, compassionate, friendly guy he was! What sticks with me the most
is how beloved, how respected, and how adored he was to the Rothsay community. A life
well lived!
chester rorvig - January 09, 2021 at 04:48 PM

“

Bill was my basketball coach when I was in 9th grade in Courtenay and have followed his
career. I even delivered the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune to Bills home in late 50's and early
60;s I officiated one game in Rothsay as a last minute replacement back in the late 80's
when he was the athletic director. We , of course, visited old times.
Gary Wang - January 09, 2021 at 06:28 PM

“

Tim & Macia & families,
Your in our thoughts & prayers. Never easy to lose a parent- no matter how old you are!
Andy & Julie Levos & family
Levos family - January 11, 2021 at 11:46 AM

“

Darlene, you & your family our in our thoughts & prayers. I don't know if I ever met Bill but
he sounds like a wonderful man. I am the daughter of Roy & Pearl Johnson & you used to
visit in Plentywood, Mt. with your parents, Helmer & Sadie. Sadie & my dad were cousins.
My sister, Janet Cron lives in Flaxton so has more memories.
Virginia - January 11, 2021 at 01:34 PM

“

Sympathy to the Rose family Bill was my teacher in Courtenay back in the 50's and I really
enjoyed his personality, he was also my coach
Sandra (Wang) Kiser
Sandra Wang Kiser - January 11, 2021 at 05:44 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to Dar and family.
Barb Briks Kreps - January 12, 2021 at 02:00 PM

