Warren Olsen
April 10, 1927 - April 11, 2020

Warren Olsen, 93, of Fergus Falls, MN, beloved brother, uncle and friend of many passed
away on Saturday, April 11, 2020 at Pioneer Home short-stay of complications related to a
recent major stroke.
Warren was born in New York, NY on April 10, 1927, the youngest of nine siblings (five
brothers and four sisters) of the late Osmond and Jenny (Torjesen) Olsen. He was raised
in NY, NY and was a graduate of Harran High School, class of 1944. Warren served in the
US army for two years (1945-1947) following the end of WWII and later graduated from
Columbia University, NY in 1951 with a Bachelor’s degree in History. Additionally, Warren
attended the Summer Institute at St. Olaf College, MN in 1950, and he earned his
Master’s Degree in Education from State University of New York College at New Paltz in
1966. He additionally worked on a PhD from the University of North Dakota begun in 1970
and had only to finish some French courses and his thesis. While a student at Columbia,
Warren was very involved in InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. Following his graduation
from college he did carpentry work until accepting a teaching position at the Greer School
in Millbrook, NY from 1953-1963. When the school changed its mission, Warren accepted
a teaching position for two years at Poughkeepsie High School in Poughkeepsie, NY from
1963-1965. Warren then joined the Hillcrest Lutheran Academy faculty in 1965
(Teacher/Dean of Men) and stayed on as Dean of Men until 1972. Warren began teaching
English at the Fergus Falls Community College in 1968 and continued until 1992. Warren
stayed on with M State as Art curator from 1992-2013 for the Fergus Falls campus as well
as Wadena & Detroit Lakes. During his time as curator the college art collection was
greatly enlarged due to his efforts. His fondest childhood memory was that of his mother
taking him to museums and cathedrals on Sunday afternoons in New York city. The
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, now in its 3rd century of construction, captured his mind
at a very young age. In later life, the Cathedral of Chartres in France became a favorite
remembrance. Warren loved literature, art and music, and was an encourager and
supporter of many students and young artists down through the years. He was a good
friend of artist Charles Beck and owned many of Beck’s prints. Warren also loved nature
and through the years planted hundreds of trees on his property. He also was an avid

hiker (he hiked Mt. Washington) and enjoyed cross country skiing and snowshoeing.
Warren also traveled extensively in the US and abroad, including trips to Norway,
England, France, Italy, Egypt, and the Holy Land. In addition to his love of family and
friends Warren was actively involved in Bethel Lutheran Church and his faith. He taught
many Bible classes at church in addition to several classes at Lutheran Brethren
Seminary. He also served as the faculty advisor to InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at
college for many years. Warren also had a beautiful and powerful tenor voice and sang in
the Bethel Church choir for many years until quite late in his life. In addition, he also coedited the Church of the Lutheran Brethren’s 1988 edition of Luther’s Small Catechism
and updated the CLB Ministerial Acts with Rev. David Rinden and served on the CLB
Board of Church Services for many years. Warren leaves a brother-in-law, Robert
Pedersen of East Hartland, CT; a sister-in-law, Kari Olsen of Clearwater, FL; a longtime
friend and honorary nephew, Paul Anderson of Fergus Falls, MN; and 11 nieces and
nephews, Anna Ruth (Richard) Paddon of Murfreesboro, TN, Keith (Randi) Olsen of
Brookville, FL, Nancy Batelli of Ramsey, NJ, Robert (Cheryl) Reme of East Hartland, CT,
Edward (Carol) Hille of Manchester, CT, Ronald (Elizabeth) Hille of East Hartland, CT,
John (Anne Marie) Olsen of East Hartland, CT, Arthur (Cathy) Olsen of East Hartland, CT,
Edward (Thelma) Olsen of East Hartland, CT, Stanley (Cheryl) Olsen of Fergus Falls, MN,
Judy (Robert) Pedersen, of East Hartland, CT, and Joanne Pedersen of East Hartland, CT,
and 29 great nieces and nephews and many great, great nieces and nephews. He was
predeceased by four brothers Olaf Olsen, Otto Olsen, Sverre Olsen and Einer Olsen; and
four sisters, Anna (Tom) Traynor, Selma (John) Reme, Ella (Edwin) Hille, Ruth (Robert)
Pedersen; two sisters-in-law, Martha (Olaf) Olsen, Ruth (Einer) Olsen; one niece,
Evangeline (John) Hanson; and two nephews, Robert Pedersen, and John Pedersen.

A private family service will be held. A public memorial service will be held at a later date.
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service Video

Tim Mathiesen - April 17 at 06:19 PM

“

Warren was my English teacher when I was a student at Greer School. He was one
of the best teachers I had & I learned his moods. From him I learned to demand
more of myself. I felt honored when he read the history book I wrote on Greer & told
me I had done well, I think I got an A+. English was my favorite subject. I kept in
contact with him until a few years ago. His faith was strong, his humor was sly & I
can still see one corner of his grin light up his face. He knew how to be a good friend.
I will miss you Warren, but know you have finally found peace.
Peggy (Mathewson) Sparks

Peggy Sparks - August 18 at 05:54 PM

“

I was a freshman student in Fergus Falls Community College in 1985/86. Warren
Olsen was my English Instructor. More so he was my father and I deeply loved him
as friend and councilor. I have never met anyone as selfless as Warren. Never. To
this day never.
I followed him to his Lutheran Church most Sundays. I loved standing beside him in
that church.
In Warren's Freshman class we had to keep a journal and warren read the entries
weekly. I am not sure that was the norm. But I let rip what was in my mind. For this
was totally free therapy.
I tried to contact him over the years but i deeply regret that I just did not show up in
Fergus falls to see him.
I love you Warren and thank you ever much for being my most crucial councilor in
life. I am one of you children, Warren.
Ahmed Jama
Kismayu, Souther Somalia

Ahmed Jama - June 15 at 06:29 PM

“

Susan Fronning Stratton lit a candle in memory of Warren Olsen

Susan Fronning Stratton - May 07 at 04:22 AM

“

Warren 25 years old

oddveig reiersdal aaberg - April 29 at 11:08 PM

“

Warren was so special to us - in Norway. My fathers cousin and my very special
friend. I have all the letters he wrote (in Norwegian!) full of wisdom and faith anf love,
and I will always keep all the good memories and love in my heart. It was so fun
visiting in Fergus Fals - and fun to Celebrate Warrens 80 year birthday in Norway.
Now there is a party in Heavan, Warren is home with his heavanly father, my dad
Kaare, cousin Edvin and all his Family . We’ll meet again!

oddveig aaberg - April 29 at 11:05 PM

“

I remember Warren as a teacher at the college in FF. I always found him a very
informative speaker.

CANDY BORGOS - April 20 at 10:58 AM

“

CANDY BORGOS lit a candle in memory of Warren Olsen

CANDY BORGOS - April 20 at 10:57 AM

“

I was an insecure young, single mother attending FFCC in the mid-eighties, and was
initially intimidated by this English teacher named Mr. Olsen. He had such a
presence in the classroom- so dignified and intellectual. He asked to speak to me in
the hall outside the classroom in my second week of his class. I was shaking so
hard, as I thought he was going to tell me I was not smart enough to be in college.
He actually did say to me, "What are you doing in this class?" Then he encouraged
my writing skills and told me that I should transfer to a higher intensity class (which I
did.).
I have thought of him with gratitude many times over the years- how he singled me
out- not because I was so talented, but he saw potential and chose to nurture it. That
small seed he planted by expressing his confidence in my abilities grew over the
years and carried me through my Bachelor degree, and later through my Masters
degree. I will always be grateful for that, and I will never forget him. Blessed be his
memory.

Bonnie Norgren - April 19 at 03:26 PM

“

I'm glad to have known Warren, even if not so closely. The 'tools of his trade" were
words, and he used them well.
I'm grateful for the wonders of modern technology that permit us to participate in this
memorial service. Sure, it would be better to gather in person, but a leaky bucket is
better than no bucket at all. It was an encouragement to hear the music and word
and share in the memories.
Scott Kvamme

Scott Kvamme - April 19 at 02:50 PM

“

My siblings and I attended Fergus Falls Community College and 3 of us had him for
at least one English class. I was always fascinated when he lectured and shared his
insights. I also had the privilege of gaining deeper understanding of my Saviour and

God from Warren during my college years. He truly was one of God's vessels.
Deb (Borgos) Budke - April 17 at 07:57 PM

“

I attended FF Jr. College (as it was then called) in 1966-67 and he was the faculty advisor
to IVCF. I never forgot him or the conversations we had about life's deeper questions. We
connected occasionally in later years, and his thoughts were always worth hearing about. I
can't think of a man whom I admired more for selfless living and for his understanding of
the Lord's ways. Rest in peace dear friend.
John - April 18 at 01:15 PM

“

We were sad to learn that Warren had died. Our Pastor and some of the Woodland
Baptist Church family have a service each month at Park Gardens and Warren was
in attendance when he was able. We especially enjoyed his joining in song because
of his rich voice. May God comfort the family and give you His peace.
Larry and Twila White

Larry White - April 17 at 03:48 PM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - April 17 at 02:21 PM

“

We will miss Warren SO much! We have warm memories of visiting him at his home
and being surrounded by his beautiful collection of art, and entertained by great
conversation. I will also miss his much appreciated critiques on my own artwork.

Sara Ronnevik - April 16 at 01:06 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Trygve Olson - April 16 at 11:25 AM

“

We are grateful to God for the pleasure of knowing Warren over the years. We
sincerely enjoyed his presence at Bethel. His voice in song was a regular blessing.
We thank God for his careful handling of scripture. We could count on Warren for
spiritual truth. We knew Warren during his time at Park Gardens. When we would ask
him how he was those days, his frequent answer was, “Better than I deserve.” He
understood who he was and who God is! We thank God for the blessing Warren was
to us. David and Barb Ellis

David Ellis - April 15 at 05:39 PM

“

Oh Warren, we will miss you so much. You came into our lives four years ago and we
have been extremely blessed with your friendship. We will miss your presence at
Easter and the twinkle in your eye. We won't forget all the times we shared together
at your apartment. We loved bringing you a new treat each time along with the
coffee, cups, and of course cream. You were always amazed at what I would haul in
my bag of goodies. You were truly a "Hollywood Star" no matter where we brought
you someone knew you and thanked you for touching their life. It didn't matter if it
was at The Viking Cafe, baseball games, dance recitals, or Victor Lundeens you
brought joy and happiness to all. We will miss your jokes and deep chuckle. The kid's
said they will miss you very much and you were a grandpa to them. They loved how
you allowed for them to run ahead in the hallways at Park Gardens with your keys
and open your apartment door for you. Your memory will never be forgotten until we
meet again in Heaven where we can praise our Lord and Savior forever. I can't wait
to hear Marissa play the piano and you sing along. We love you and you will be
deeply missed. Love,
The Strawser's

Rachel Strawser - April 15 at 05:14 PM

“

I believe I must have thought he would always be with us because I am surprised by
his passing. I knew better but his presence has been with us for so long and I am so
thankful for the difference he made in our world. I am sending prayers of comfort for
all whom loved him as a memorable acquaintance, a longtime friend, or a honorary
uncle.
Blessed are the memories of Warren Olsen.

Vicki Hanneman - April 15 at 03:37 PM

“

I was a student of Mr. Olsen at FFCC and have thought of him often over the years. I
was just remembering his lecture on "feeding your muse" which we now call
mindfulness. He was a great teacher and will be missed. Nancy Voss

Nancy Voss - April 15 at 02:07 PM

“

I helped Warren hang most of the college artwork while he was the curator of the
college art collection. He was so much fun to hang around. You could tell when he
was joking with you, by that smile and twinkle he would get in his eye. I spent a lot of
time sitting with him in his office chatting about anything. We could even talk politics,
as we were on the same page. He would ask me my thoughts of certain pieces of art,
or which was my favorite from the show that was up. Many times he would surprise
me and purchase the one I had picked. I already miss you my friend. I hope to see
you on the other side. Rest in peace Warren.

Jim Gnahn - April 15 at 10:24 AM

“

I had Warren as an English teacher, at what was then FFCC. I didn't immediately
"take" to him, but he persevered. Looking back, Warren instilled in me the skill of
learning, that no one before or after equaled. He made an impression on me, above
all other teachers in my life.

Jeff Heyen - April 13 at 08:00 PM

“

“

It was always a pleasure to wait on Warren at cafe 116, especially on Sunday. He
waited all week for his waffle, whopped cream and strawberries...and don't forget the
coffee. Blessed be the life of Warren Olsen.

Tammie Schug-smith - April 13 at 04:58 PM

“

Was one of my favorite FFCC Professors. On the surface we would have been like
oil and water, due to my rebellious and immature attitude. Still look up to his
mentoring of me!

David Whipple - April 13 at 04:27 PM

“

Mary Jo Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Warren Olsen

Mary Jo Igelstad - April 13 at 03:41 PM

“
“

I worked 2 years in the college library with Warren. He was a great mentor.
Mary Jo Igelstad - April 13 at 03:42 PM

Warren was such a wonderful man with a servant's heart.He was so kind and helpful to
everyone on the Fergus Falls college campus.He has definitely helped build a legacy of
beautiful artwork to be enjoyed for generations to come. -Lori Larson, Executive Director,
Fergus Area College Foundation
Lori - April 13 at 04:21 PM

“

It was a great pleasure to be a colleague of Warren's when the college was FFCC. The
English Department's offices were primarily in the same wing, so we all had opportunities to
share our experiences. One of his loves was to find a word that was a little unique and
stump me. He had a great sense of humor.
Also, I had a large blown up photo taken from the top of the world trade center on my office
wall, and he loved to explain how and why he had walked the streets in that area. I believe
his heart kept a strong connection to New York and his family. His was a lovely soul. Ginny
Portmann
Virginia Portmann - April 13 at 05:46 PM

“

Warren was first an unapproachable teacher who corrected me when I addressed
him as Professor. He became a good friend, then a peer. We eventually shared our
experiences of aging. He pointed out to me that I loved words, and I thanked him
over and over again for his companionship. Heaven is in for a wonderful treat. Love
to all his family and friends.

Susan Elaine Sanner - April 13 at 03:01 PM

“

Warren was my English teacher and my advisor while I attended Fergus Falls Community
College. I hold him in great admiration as someone who held his students to a higher
standard. The world is a better place because of him and I am a better person because of
his influence in my life.
Thomas Hanson - April 13 at 07:01 PM

“

Warren was a quiet soul who loved the Lord Jesus Christ, He readily accepted people and
made them feel comfortable and valued. Warren was gifted with many talents and interests,
always learning, always exploring. He set good example for His Lord and showed many,
the pathway to eternal life.
Stan Wieber - April 14 at 05:39 PM

“

I met Warren at an executive committee meeting of the IVCF chapter at FFCC the year I
think was 1975. We shared interests in art, literature, the Christian faith, pie and coffee at
the Viking Cafe and a threshermens’ breakfast at Rollag, MN ( a tradition of ours that lasted
40 years). It’s hard to put in words all that Warren has meant to me except to say his
passing has left a deep void. I was so blessed by his friendship and mentoring.
Trygve Olson - April 15 at 11:55 AM

“

While at FFCC, when it was called that, Mr. Olsen was a very influential teacher of writing
and english for me. I learned to be a better writer because of him. I have thought of him
and the "Muse" often through the years.
Carolyn Rios - April 16 at 01:19 AM

“

My first view of Mr Olsen was on entering my English class. My first impression was that he
was an impressive man and one to be feared. He was solemn and stern the first weeks but
he became a favorite teacher and our class advisor our senior year. He was a wonderful
teacher of English but also taught me much about prayer just by listening to him pray. I had
never before heard someone “just talk” to God. He helped grow my love of literature and
my relationship with God.
rstreifel - April 16 at 03:14 PM

