Viola A. Hanson
October 5, 1922 - November 8, 2019

Viola A. Hanson passed away on November 8, 2019 in Fergus Falls, MN, at the age of 97.
Viola Avon Skalisky was born in Wadena County, MN., on October 5, 1922. She was the
eldest daughter of Jerry and Pearl (Fischer) Skalisky. Her early years were spent in the
Wadena area.
After graduating as valedictorian from Wadena High School in 1940, Viola attended
Staples Normal Training School. She then taught rural District #285, south of Battle Lake
for two years. She went on to earn a bachelor’s degree from Moorhead State in 1967.
On December 21, 1942, Viola married Eddie Hanson of rural Underwood. They were
blessed with three children: Anita (1943), Jerry (1945), and Kathleen (1946). Viola and
Eddie lived on the family farm from 1942 until 1976.
In 1976 they built a new home on the east side of the farm where they lived for 19 years.
In 1995 they moved to Fergus Falls. After Eddie’s death in 2004, Vi moved to the Village
Cooperative. In 2016 she moved to assisted living in Park Gardens. As her health
declined, Vi was moved to Pioneer Care in 2018, where she passed away.
Viola devoted her life to her family, her home, and her community. She returned to her
teaching career in 1956 and taught in rural Otter Tail County schools until 1968, when she
began teaching in Fergus Falls. She retired in 1985.
Vi was an active member of Trefoldighed Lutheran Church, teaching Sunday School and
held various offices in the WELCA. Viola loved to travel. Destinations included Norway,
twice, and New Zealand, Fiji Islands, Alaska, most of Europe, and many places in the
United States.
Vi loved to cook. She was always ready to have folks in, taking such joy in the process.
She was also an avid reader and watcher of the Minnesota Twins.
Preceding her in death were her parents, husband Eddie (2004), and daughter Anita
(1974), and four of her siblings: Edna Nueshwander, Harland Skalisky, Geraldine Bailey,
and Lorraine Kniefel. She is survived by one brother, Dale (Wanda) Skalisky, two children,
Jerry Hanson of Mountain Home, AR., and Kathleen (James) Knutson of Eagle, ID, plus
grandchildren Laurie (Doug) Donaldson of White Rock, BC, Canada; Rob (Suzanne)
Knutson, Coeur d’Alene, ID.; Kurt (Janelle) Knutson, Eagle, ID.; and Erik (Sylva) Hanson,
Melrose, WI, and 13 great-grandchildren.

Celebration of Life: Sunday, November 17, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. at the PioneerCare
Celebration Center in Fergus Falls
Visitation: One-hour prior to the service at the PioneerCare Celebration Center
Clergy: Chaplain David Strom
Arrangements provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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A Celebration of Life
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PioneerCare Celebration Center
1131 South Mabelle Ave., Fergus Falls, MN, US, 56537

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

jim knutson - November 16, 2019 at 03:23 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

jim knutson - November 16, 2019 at 02:42 PM

“

When we came home to Battle Lake for vacation, Viola was one of the many
relatives we would have to see. It was always fun to visit with her. Our prayers are
with Jerry & Kathy and their families during this time of sorrow. She is gone, but will
never be forgotten.
Carole & Doug Myhre

Carole Myhre - November 13, 2019 at 05:14 PM

“

Having taught with Vi so many years, I got to know what a wonderful person she
was. She was so thorough and kind in everything she did. Vi was an astounding
teacher and comrade.

Mark Boen - November 12, 2019 at 08:38 PM

“

I have so many memories of Viola. the first of course is as a teacher in Dalton. and
then as a teacher who was related to me, and who had to come to our house to
watch something on TV. to go along with her teaching duties. And then later as the
aunt that I always wanted to visit with at all the reunions. I will miss her so much and
am so glad that I was lucky enough to call her my aunt. Say hi to the family Auntie Vi,

I know they were all waiting for you and that a grand party took place shortly after
your arrival.
Pam Reger - November 12, 2019 at 10:49 AM

“

Pam Reger lit a candle in memory of Viola A. Hanson

Pam Reger - November 12, 2019 at 10:42 AM

“

I am so terribly sorry to hear of Viola's passing. She is a tremendous lady and will be
deeply missed by her friends and family. Always looked forward to seeing her at
events in the summer as well as those Hanson family reunions, so we could all catch
up on each other. Condolences to Jerry and Kathy and your families. Let me know
when the Celebration is and where. Love to you all.

Candy Hanson Borgos - November 11, 2019 at 02:46 PM

“

Remembering Viola from the Village Cooperative... What a joy she was and we all
enjoyed her cooking. Rest in Peace Viola.

Mary Donley - November 11, 2019 at 09:51 AM

“

I will always remember her for her —divity—

Marion Anderson - November 10, 2019 at 09:30 PM

“

Pam Politiski lit a candle in memory of Viola A. Hanson

Pam Politiski - November 10, 2019 at 05:18 PM

“

Don & LaVonne Ruud lit a candle in memory of Viola A. Hanson

Don & LaVonne Ruud - November 10, 2019 at 04:06 PM

