Tim Helander
October 30, 1953 - September 4, 2021

Tim (Timmy) Helander, 67, a resident of Fergus Falls, died Saturday, September 4, 2021,
in Fergus Falls.
Tim (Timmy) Lee was born in Wadena on October 30, 1953, to Vernal and Louise
(Lattman) Helander. He was raised in Henning and attended Henning High School. He
also attended Wadena Technical Institute and received a degree in accounting. He
married Jean Olson in Wadena on September 17, 1977, and they made their home in
Fergus Falls. They were blessed with two children, Matthew in 1983 and Laura in 1988.
Tim was employed with Worner Auto Sales in parts from 1974 to 1980. He remained at
Worner Auto as Parts Manager from 1980 to 1998, continuing as Parts Manager when the
dealership changed to Falls Automotive until 2001. He then was parts man at Heikes
Advanced Auto until 2014 and in 2015 he began working at his all-time favorite job in the
parts department of Minnesota Motor in a part-time position until his health required him to
retire in 2020.
Throughout his life, he enjoyed snowmobiling, motorcycling, auto maintenance, boating
windsurfing, downhill skiing, water skiing and volleyball. He cherished time at his
childhood summer cabin on Otter Tail Lake where he loved spending time with his
children, grandchildren, friends and relatives. He loved working on anything that had a
cylinder and spent countless hours tinkering in the garage with his “toys”. Close to his
heart were those dear friends he had for so many years from Otter Tail Lake as well as the
men at Campathon, the brothers-in-law who he considered brothers and the men on his
recreational volleyball team.
He is survived by his wife, Jean, of 44 years; son, Matthew (Jodi) of Fargo, ND, and their
children, Owen, Paige and a new baby expected in December; daughter, Laura (Justin)
Rovang of West Fargo, ND, and their children, Emily and Simon; brother, Jon of Colorado
Springs, CO; mother-in-law, Anna Belle Olson of Wadena; and several wonderful nieces
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; sisters, Karen Meyers and Jo Kruger; and
father-in-law, Gordon Olson.
Visitation: 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., Friday September 10, 2021, at the Olson Funeral
Home in Fergus Falls.
Memorial Service: 11:00 a.m., Friday, September 10, 2021, at the Olson Funeral Home
Chapel in Fergus Falls.
Clergy: Chaplain David Strom
Interment: First Lutheran North Cemetery, Fergus Falls, MN
Funeral arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls, MN.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Cemetery Details
First Lutheran North Cemetery
190th Ave
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Previous Events
Visitation
SEP 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
info@olsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Memorial Service
SEP 10. 11:00 AM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
info@olsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall
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Olson Funeral Home - September 14, 2021 at 10:50 AM

BL

Jean and family. So sorry to hear about Tim. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you.
Evan and Barb Lewis

Barb Lewis - September 15, 2021 at 02:47 PM

DD

Jean and family. My prayers are with you in the days ahead that each day will get
easier. So sorry to hear about Tim. Debi Diestler and family
Debi Diestler - September 15, 2021 at 01:37 PM

DN

Jean and family, I am so sorry for your loss.

Deb Nelson - September 12, 2021 at 04:50 PM

LK

Jean and family, I just found out about Tim”s passing from a post on Kasey’s FB
age. Although it’s been years since we’re seen you guys at Tom and Joni’s I
remember Tim’s great sense of humor and how he was just an all around great
guy. May you find comfort in your beautiful memories of Tim.
Lisa & Paul Kuhn
Lisa Kuhn - September 11, 2021 at 09:39 AM

JS

So very sorry to hear of Tim’s passing. Jean, you had one in a million and I’m
sure you knew that. I always enjoyed his humor and kindness. The best parts
manager anyone ever had the pleasure of working with and a stellar person! Judy
(Christensen) Stewart
Judy Stewart - September 10, 2021 at 09:12 PM

LW

Jean, I just learned of Tim's passing this afternoon and am so very sorry for the
loss of your beloved husband. My thoughts and prayers are with you during this
very difficult time. I am glad he is no longer suffering from his battle with cancer.
Sending hugs to you.
Lori Wood
Lori Wood - September 10, 2021 at 02:15 PM

CG

Chuck And Laurie Grotte lit a candle in memory of Tim
Helander

Chuck and Laurie Grotte - September 10, 2021 at 12:48 PM

RH

Tim has left an incredible legacy of kindness, strength, hard work, dedication to
family and friends, and tenacity in the face of physical pain and illness. His
meticulousness, intelligence, and love of maintaining and repairing all things
mechanical made him the perfect person for his chosen career path. I’ll never
forget the mornings when Tim was struggling through cancer treatment and he
would have to stop to catch his breath halfway between the car and his desk on
the way in to work. His approach was to fight the cancer by making every day
productive and he did. He refused to stay at home and “stare at the walls”. Tim is
the strongest person I’ve ever known.
Tim’s lust for life weather it be waterskiing, volleyball or motorcycling made him a
pleasure to be around. His dedication to hard work during business hours
definitely did not exceed his ability to have fun after the work was done. We have
many fond memories of motorcycle rides, dealer show’s, and after hours
company functions with Tim and Jean. Everything Tim chose to do he would
research and learn to do well, weather it be athletic, mechanical or technical.
Definitely a bit of a perfectionist. Tim, you are simply the best.
Ron Heikes - September 10, 2021 at 09:54 AM

ES

Emily Schmidt lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Emily Schmidt - September 10, 2021 at 12:04 AM

NH

Nancy Heck lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Nancy Heck - September 09, 2021 at 11:21 PM

MW

Mike And Carol Westergard lit a candle in memory of Tim
Helander

Mike and Carol Westergard - September 09, 2021 at 06:20 PM

DA

I was so sorry to hear of Tim's passing, because of my many years of working at
Minnesota Motor Co I had the opportunity to work and visit with Tim on many
occasions. I enjoyed our conversations about work, our families, and life in
general! It was a pleasure to know Tim for so many years!! You are in our
thoughts and prayers!!
Doug & Louise Anderson - September 09, 2021 at 05:41 PM

JA

Joyce Anderson lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Joyce Anderson - September 09, 2021 at 02:08 PM

JS

My heart is breaking for your loss, Jean, Laura and Matt. So many fond and fun
memories of Tim. Tim was truly fun and as everyone else is saying, so very nice
and genuinely a pleasure to be around. God's peace to all of you.
Jill Saunders - September 09, 2021 at 01:37 PM

MH

Tim was one of the nicest men I ever had the pleasure to have known.
Blessed be the memory of Tim Helander.
Mary Hauser - September 09, 2021 at 11:18 AM

RA

Where does one begin with so many great memories. As kids growing up on
Ottertail Lake running up & down the beach, through the woods, water-skiing all
day or just hanging out at Pleasure Park Resort playing pinball and listening to
the jukebox with a Rooty's Root Beers, a candy bar or bag of chips.
We'll never forget the horseback riding at Echo Ranch, roller skating at the Leaf
Lakes pavilion and the dances at Balmoral & Stubs.
We all enjoyed going to the drive-in theater in Perham, especially those dust to
dawns, going to the East Ottertail County and Henning Fairs. Swimming lessons
at Pleasure Park, the corner store & Leaf Lakes or jumping off the railroad bridge
and the County 1 bridge. Floating down the Ottertail River and swimming at the
point.
Just hanging out in our back lot, Lee's garage, Polman's porch or the woods by
the Bur Patch listening to the AM stations WLS out of Chicago & KAAY from Little
Rock AK or maybe just chilling at the Helander cabin listening to Jon's reel to
reel!
Life is short however with all these awesome memories & more we've all lived a
great life, thank you Tim for letting me tag along! You will be missed, RIP.
Rick Araskog - September 09, 2021 at 09:31 AM

BH

I am sorry for your loss, Helander family. I have good memories of playing
volleyball with Tim. A kind man that was fun to spend time with. He was one of
the good guys. God's peace to your family.
Bryce Haugen - September 09, 2021 at 09:16 AM

JM

Jerry Mortenson lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Jerry Mortenson - September 09, 2021 at 07:26 AM

JB

Joann Berg lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

joann berg - September 08, 2021 at 05:06 PM

MA

We are so sorry to hear of Tim's passing. May God comfort you during this time.
Mark & Barb Anderson - September 08, 2021 at 04:33 PM

DS

I have many fun memories of Tim & the Helander family on Ottertail lake growing
up. We had a fun group way back then. I always looked forward to getting to the
lake for the weekends & spending time with our friends out there. I am so sorry to
hear of Tim’s passing. I pray for God’s healing comfort & peace to all of his family.
Debbie ( Lee) Seurer
Debbie (Lee) Seurer - September 08, 2021 at 02:52 PM

DH

Tim, my oldest friend in Otter Tail County. I’m so thankful for the many years of
his kindness, advice and friendship.
David Hauser - September 08, 2021 at 01:14 PM

MJ

MEgan Johnson lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

MEgan Johnson - September 08, 2021 at 12:24 PM

KS

Kevin & Shelle Sandmeyer lit a candle in memory of Tim
Helander

Kevin & Shelle Sandmeyer - September 08, 2021 at 11:46 AM

KS

We are so sorry to hear of Tim's passing but we also know he is not in anymore pain,
we have many good memories with Tim and our thoughts and prayers are with you as
you travel this new chapter without a loved one.
Kevin and Shelle - September 08, 2021 at 11:49 AM

DA

Doug & Louise Anderson lit a candle in memory of Tim
Helander

Doug & Louise Anderson - September 08, 2021 at 09:43 AM

WC

Wendy Thiedich Clark lit a candle in memory of Tim
Helander

Wendy Thiedich Clark - September 07, 2021 at 10:53 PM

LA

So sorry for your loss Helander family. May the memories and love that you had for
Tim console you.
Lynn Adam - September 08, 2021 at 08:50 AM

VH

"Oh Tim." That was my sad soft verbal reaction upon learning about Tim's
passing. I am sorry for your heartache Jean, Laura, and Matt and families. My
memories ... Tim looking down at his 2 small children sitting beside him in church
with love written all over his handsome face; and Jean, it was easy to tell he
adored you. When you walked together, with him towering over you, his presence
was like a tower of love and protection. I am very thankful that our world had Tim
for 67 years.
Prayers being sent....
Vicki
Vicki Hanneman - September 07, 2021 at 09:38 PM

LK

Lyle & Deb Krusemark lit a candle in memory of Tim
Helander

Lyle & Deb Krusemark - September 07, 2021 at 09:37 PM

Kris Eckley lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Kris Eckley - September 07, 2021 at 09:19 PM

PK

Phil & Lori Kugler lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Phil & Lori Kugler - September 07, 2021 at 09:15 PM

VA

I know Tim from Ottertail Lake. I was good friends with Jody. Sorry to hear of his
passing Jean. Lots of fun memories at the lake. Vickie (Lee) Azure
Vickie Azure - September 07, 2021 at 08:39 PM

DS

Diane Stenerson lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Diane Stenerson - September 07, 2021 at 07:19 PM

Our deepest sympathy to Jean, Matt and Laura. Where do I
start for memories from our summers at Pleasure Park on
OTL. We had the best times, made the best friends and
made great memories. Each year when we were growing
up Labor Day weekend was a sad weekend cause we had
to say goodbye to all our summer friends. This year Labor
Day weekend was sad because Tim left us. You are free from pain now, Rest In
Peace my friend.
Cyndi Pederson - September 07, 2021 at 06:58 PM

TR

Tim & Melanie Ryan lit a candle in memory of Tim Helander

Tim & Melanie Ryan - September 07, 2021 at 06:41 PM

