Thomas Prischmann
September 22, 1944 - February 13, 2019

Thomas LeRoy Prischmann, 74, of Fergus Falls, passed away February 13, 2019. He was
born September 22, 1944 in Orchard, Nebraska, to Carl and Helen (Darr) Prischmann.
The family moved to a farm north of Elizabeth, MN, when he was 12. Tom married Karen
Olson on September 1, 1968. God blessed them with five children, two by birth and three
by adoption.
Tom and Karen owned four businesses together: Clays in Calico in Cardwell, MT; Pebble
Lake Nursery in Fergus Falls, MN; Winger’s Cabinets in Bismarck, ND; and Reflections of
India/Reflections of Minnesota in ND and MN.
Thomas also was a salesman for Life Investors Insurance and A. O. Smith Harvestore. He
worked for A. G. Edwards in Bismarck for many years, beginning as a stock and
commodities broker and ending his career as a Vice-President of Investments.
In his retirement years, Tom was as driven as in his working years. His first international
mission trip was to India with a team from his church - arriving in the dead of night to
honking horns, elephants in the street and people living on the train station platform. He
had the time of his life.
On later trips he arranged an educational program for very poor girls living in the slums of
Hyderabad, India, engaging sponsors from his friends. It was the first of many projects.
The next was a humanitarian mission to Peru after an earthquake, bringing a wheelchair
and much needed aid with him. He learned about Wycliffe Associates and volunteered for
years in Cameroon, Brazil, Australia, New Zealand, and India, first in various construction
projects and later teaching the use of a computer program to the indigenous population
enabling them to do their own Bible translation. He traveled to Africa to help at two Rafiki
orphanages in Tanzania and Malawi, tutoring in math and showing the children how to
make popcorn for the first time. He loved every minute!
Thomas was a humble man. He gave of his resources and his time to those in need,

always showing dignity and respect. He was a man of no fear. When he was taking a cab
from the airport to a mission project in the inner city of Chicago, the cabbie told him “you
don’t want to go there”. But he did. He was as comfortable walking the street of Old Delhi
as fishing the waters of Heilberger Lake. He treated the 15 girls of Rasoolpura
(Hyderabad) to their first restaurant meal, and brought in a hitchhiker to eat a meal at
Burger King in Moorhead. He saw all the poor, the weak, the broken, and the unborn as
precious and of infinite value in the sight of God. Tom stayed the course. He was faithful to
his God, his wife and his family. He knew it was becoming harder to do all the things he
wanted to do, and that time was running out; but he never quit challenging himself and
others to keep on with the great adventure that life can be, full of hardships and joy. He
lived big, until the moment he died.
He is survived by his devoted wife of 50 years, Karen Prischmann; children, Hope Winrod,
Amy Trom, Mark (Gracia) Prischmann, Jesse Prischmann and Erinn (Mark) Webb;
grandchildren, Ethan Prischmann, Isaac Webb and Esmeralda Webb; siblings, Carl
(Diane) Prischmann, Dan
(JoAnn) Prischmann and Nancy (Arvid) Morken; sister-in-law Deb (Dan) Jensen and 12
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Carl and Helen Prischmann; son-in-law, Mike
Trom; brother-in-law, Pete Olson; mother-in-law, Solway Olson; father-in-law, Raynold
Olson, and two grandchildren who took their first breaths in heaven.
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” Psalm
136:1
In lieu of flowers, memorials preferred to wycliffeassociates.org
Visitation: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., Sunday, February 17, 2019, at Cornerstone Evangelical Free
Church, Fergus Falls with a praise service at 6:00 p.m. lead by Reverend Eric Uggerud.
Visitation will resume one hour prior to the service at Grace United Methodist Church,
Fergus Falls.
Service: 12:00 p.m., Monday, February 18, 2019, at Grace United Methodist Church in
Fergus Falls, MN.
Clergy: Reverends Neal Stockeland and Dr. Wesley Gabel
Interment: Oak Grove Cemetery, Fergus Falls, Minnesota
Arrangements are with the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.OlsonFuneralHome.com
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Comments

“

Karen & Family
I will never forget how much Tom taught me and how many laughs we shared at work
all those years.....He was truly a special man. Your in my thoughts and prayers.
Laura

Laura Lohstreter - February 25, 2019 at 01:55 PM

“

Laura Lohstreter lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Laura Lohstreter - February 25, 2019 at 01:53 PM

“

Karen and Family
We are saddened to hear of Tom's passing. He was a wonderful Christian man and a
friend to many. We are proud to be counted as a "Friend of Tom Prishmann". We are
sorry that we were unable to attend his memorial celebration as we are currently
wintering in SW Florida for the winter.

One of my favorite Tom Prishmann stories goes something like this: Micki and I ran
into Tom and Karen at the Bismarck Airport (this was at the time that Karen was still
working for NW Airlines). I asked Tom where they were going and was told that they
were flying to Israel. This was a time when there was a shooting war going on
between Israel and the Arab's. I asked Tom if he thought it was a safe time to be
going into what was probably a war zone. Tom looked me in the eye and told me that
he was not worried at all because "NW Airlines has a policy that they will fly
employee family's bodies back for free".

Tom knew that he was just a visitor on this planet and that he ultimate home was not
here on earth. This story stuck with me and I have retold the story many times.
Thank you Tom for the life you lived and the friendship you shared with so many of
us.

Craig and Micki Giese
Craig Giese - February 25, 2019 at 08:37 AM

“

Dear Karen and family,
We are keeping you in our prayers these days. And, we are remembering Tom as a
man who loved God and loved people. We have been blessed to know him - to know
all of you. May you feel God's loving comfort as you grieve your loss. We love you!

Bill and Lauri Page - February 19, 2019 at 05:52 AM

“

Karen and family,
Thinking of you. Tom was a good man to have as part of my Church family. He was
very strong, yet easily would shed a tear do to a intense concern for others and esp.
for his children. I can hear his bellowing voice when I think of "CELEBRATE THE
LIFE'. He was used as ZACHARIAH's prophetic voice 'REJOICE GREATLY OH
DAUGHTERS OF ZION" will never read that verse without recalling his voice!!

BLAINE FERCHO - February 18, 2019 at 07:09 PM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - February 18, 2019 at 02:17 PM

“

Tom was always caring and kind. We always enjoyed seeing him at Shiloh games and
activities. Karen and family, may Jesus send you enough comfort for each day, and may
you find hope in the promise of the Resurrection reunion when every tear will be wiped
away. David and Margaret Sitte and family
Margaret Sitte - February 21, 2019 at 05:20 PM

“

Rachel Stratton lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Rachel Stratton - February 18, 2019 at 11:29 AM

“

Dear Karen,
Tom has been always dear to us. He has been a blessing in many ways. We enjoyed
both your's and Tom's love and friendship when ever we came to the US or when you
came to India. We will miss Tom, when we come to the US next time. Lord may
comfort you all.
Prince and Seeli

Prince Jeyachandran - February 18, 2019 at 11:23 AM

“

Karen and family - we saw the news of Tom’s passing in our Bismarck paper and
want to offer our sympathies and peace to you all. Dawn and Mark Costain

Dawn Costain - February 17, 2019 at 10:08 PM

“

I don’t have the words to say how much and often Tom and Karen ministered to our
family. So many memories. We loved the time we shared and our only regret is we’ll
miss his loving wisdom and the opportunities he took to share the love of Jesus. Tom
was always about the Father’s business.
Our love and prayers. Connie and Kermit

connie harr - February 17, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

Dear Karen and Family:
My prayers go out to you all for peace and comfort through our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. We are all shocked to learn the news that Tom is no longer with us, but
now in Heaven. Our loss is truly Heaven's gain. Tom was a very sincere man who
walked the talk of his faith. He was always there for others with a kind and gentle
spirit. Long live the memories of our brother Tom. The Lord's peace to you
all....Brent.

Brent E. Frazier - February 16, 2019 at 09:30 PM

“

So many beautiful, funny and sweet memories of this man, how he honored and
served God always, a man we all need to remember often and emulate always!
Many ministry opportunities our family shared with Tom and his family, from Bismarck
and reaching to India. But wherever Tom was located, he was engaged for his Lord
seeking the lost, what a heart for service!! He is dancing and praising with the
heavenly host who may not be able to keep up with him!!
Doug & Robyn Wonnenberg

doug & robyn wonnenberg - February 16, 2019 at 03:31 PM

“

Tom and Karen were very instrumental in helping us with our adoptions. His love and
spirit is known to all eight of our children six of them adopted. Thanks for all the coffe
and conversation you shared after the kids were in bed. It went kinda like this (phone
rang about 8) “Kids in bed yet? Yep We have coffee on. So off I went to share coffee
and conversation for an hour or so. Thank you Karen and Tom for all the wisdom and
love you shared with us. A deep void will be shared by many but your memories will
live on till we meet again where we will all praise our Savior for eternity.

pat crider - February 16, 2019 at 07:47 AM

“

Dear Carl and Diane I’m so sorry for ur
loss of ur Brother Tom Carl I only.
knew him from Cornerstone Church here In town he will be missed.

Shelby Diiro - February 16, 2019 at 02:08 AM

“

Kurt Johnson lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Kurt Johnson - February 15, 2019 at 11:50 PM

“

Steve Mortenson lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Steve Mortenson - February 15, 2019 at 10:37 PM

“

God bless you and your family Dan. I'm so sorry to hear about Tom's passing.
Sending many thoughts and prayers.
Kay Hanneman

Kay Hanneman - February 15, 2019 at 07:43 PM

“

Doug And Louise Anderson lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Doug and Louise Anderson - February 15, 2019 at 07:22 PM

“

He always had a smile to give you,
He was bowling with us on Tuesday, we will truly miss him.

David Peters - February 15, 2019 at 07:07 PM

“

A good friend, Tom Prishcmann, of Fergus Fall, MN, passed away on 13 Feb, 2019.
A good man if there ever was, and a very fine Christian. A help to any in need and he
had those strong shoulders anyone in need could rest upon. Several months ago,
while on my walk, Tom drove by and stopped to jaw a bit. He was in great spirits and
wore that very wide happy smile he was known for. It was really great to see him. He
said he was due soon to see his doctor again. To hear of his passing brought a deep
sense of loss as I had worked with him on several occasions. Everyone who knew
him will feel his loss. Very few profess their faith and live it like he did. That will
always be his legacy. Rest in peace, my friend. You know more about God and your
Savior right now than any of us still here. But, those who knew you, know you'll still
be paving the way for others.
Love to all his family. Dave Adams

Dave Adams - February 15, 2019 at 05:11 PM

“

Jerry A Johnson lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Jerry A Johnson - February 15, 2019 at 05:03 PM

“

I will always remember how Tom helped our daughter fish at McDowell Dam at one
of our FEFC church outings. He was so caring-I can still picture it on my mind!! Love
and prayers to the family!!

Connie Knell - February 15, 2019 at 04:27 PM

“

I loved Tom like a big brother. My tears are for Karen and family. My heart is happy
for Tom because he is where he was aiming to be. Heaven received an angel! Tom
had a unique blend of qualities. It is rare that a man has the spiritual strength along
with sensitivity and a good sense of humor. It was very evident to me that Tom loved
people and was interested in hearing their stories. These qualities made him so
loveable! I will miss him deeply. Love to Karen and family!

John Miesen - February 15, 2019 at 01:27 PM

“

To the family of the big kunah As he was often called many good memories of the times
spent together. Our thoughts and prayer go out to you.
Allan and Jan Rogneby
Allan Rogneby - February 16, 2019 at 06:16 PM

“

I will always remember Tom as the most compassionate and selfless man who lived
his faith 24/7. He never compromised his faith and he shared it with love. I will miss
his big smile, big hugs, heartfelt conversations and friendship. I know Tom is happier
than we can imagine in the arms of the Good Shepherd. I love you Tom and Karen!

Ann Miesen - February 15, 2019 at 01:16 PM

“

Jack And Mary Jean Gross lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Jack and Mary Jean Gross - February 15, 2019 at 11:57 AM

“

Perry Kugler lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Perry Kugler - February 15, 2019 at 10:41 AM

“

Mary Donley lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Mary Donley - February 15, 2019 at 09:47 AM

“

Jeanne Steib Olson lit a candle in memory of Thomas Prischmann

Jeanne Steib Olson - February 14, 2019 at 10:03 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Tom's family. I grew up about a mile from him at Elizabeth, went
to grade and high school together.
Thoughts and prayers with the family. God Bless.
Jeanne Steib Olson - February 14, 2019 at 10:05 PM

“

Tom will be greatly missed by our family! He had one of the softest hearts of any man I’ve
known...any touching story would bring him to tears. I loved our times fishing together, even
if he did suggest he was pre-ordained to catch the most fish. He had a true missionary’s
heart and loved to share the stories of kids he touched in other countries. Karen you and
your kids meant everything to him so we grieve with you and pray for God’s Grace to carry
you through these next days.
Bob, Lynn and Mkaela Schindler - February 15, 2019 at 11:48 PM

“

Tom.......what a great man, great , like the rest of the Prischman family, a legend in Fergus
Falls!!! I will miss you Tom but always remember you!!! John Erickson
John Erickson - February 17, 2019 at 12:09 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of the loss of Tom....John 11:33-44 (Resurrection of Lazarus)
Mike Morrissey
Mike Morrissey - February 17, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

Tom took me ice fishing several times and we always had great conversations there and
back and during our times sitting on the lake. I still don't understand how the fish could
swim past my bait and take his...but generous man that he is, I always ended up with most
of the days catch if not all. We'll miss him, but I, with his family, know he is experiencing
limitless love and joy just now in the Lord Jesus' presence. Happy for him!
Ed Weaver
Ed Weaver - February 17, 2019 at 04:01 PM

“

Prayers are with you. I was shocked to hear the news. Just seeing him at Bible Study it
didn't seem it was true. He is home with his Lord and there is strength in that. Blessings in
the memory of Tom
Ardis Jorgenson - February 18, 2019 at 09:42 AM

“

Tom was one of those guys who could make a common man feel really significant! He was
so good with people, showing sincerity with everyone he encountered, truly loving "the
least of these", and leaving a legacy rich in compassion, kindness gentleness and joy.
Thank you Karen for being such a wonderful bride and for sharing in that life that has
impacted people literally across the world! Grace and Peace to you and your family.
Randy & Raylene Alexander
Randy - February 22, 2019 at 10:40 AM

