SFC. Michelle Ann Grecco
May 17, 1985 - July 18, 2020

SFC. Michelle Ann Grecco, 35, of Minneapolis formerly of Wahpeton, lost her life by
suicide on Saturday, July 18, 2020.
Michelle was born May 17, 1985, in Philipsburg, NJ to Joseph P. Grecco and Cary Ann
(Johnson). Michelle started playing hockey in Wahpeton beginning in fifth grade. She was
part of the first North Dakota State girl’s hockey tournament in 1998. She graduated from
Wahpeton High School in 2004. Michelle was awarded a Hockey Scholarship to Chatham
University in Pennsylvania and attended there for two years. She enlisted in the United
States Army on July 8, 2006. After her basic training she attended Intelligence Training at
Fort Huachuca. As an Intelligence Analyst, she served deployments in Korea, Iraq, The
United States, and Germany. She was awarded the Army Commendation Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Emblem, and the
Combat Action Badge. While in the Army, she graduated Summa Cum Laude from Mercy
College in New York with a Bachelor of Science degree in Organizational Management.
While stationed in The Bronx, NY, she met Marina Rosado, with whom she shared a
relationship spanning more than ten years and taking them from Hawaii to Wiesbaden,
Germany.
Michelle had a charismatic and exuberant personality and no mater where she traveled or
was stationed, she positively influenced people’s lives. She was happiest spending time
with family and friends and being on the ice. She continued to play hockey in all locations
in which she served while in the Army. She also loved the quiet of her grandfather’s dock
on Ottertail Lake. She was known as Auntie Michelle to many children in her life, with
whom she created instant bonds, and she was always right alongside them making
messes. Michelle wore her heart on her sleeve and always wanted to spread love
wherever she could. She wanted to be part of the change.
She will be forever in our hearts and missed by her partner, Marina Rosado; her parents,
Cary Ann and step-father, John Juvrud; sisters, Amy Lee, Amber Lynn Grecco (Justin
Danbury), and Angela Grecco; brothers, Joey and Jacob Grecco; nephew and fellow

hockey player, Max Grecco; nieces, Brooklyn and Vivian Danbury; grandparents,
Sherman and Shirley Johnson; uncle, Jay Johnson; aunt, Kay (Troy) Fhyre; cousins,
Jordan and Hanna Grimsrud; many Grecco aunts, uncles, and cousins, and her beloved
cat, “Camo.”
She was preceded in death by her father, Joseph P. Grecco; grandmother, Beverly Ann
Johnson, and grandparents, Angelo and Rita Grecco.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that a donation be made in Michelle’s memory to
TAPS, the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors at their website
https://www.taps.org/ or God’s Acres of Zion-Amor Lutheran Church.
Public Walk-through Visitation: 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday, July 31, 2020 at the Olson
Funeral Home in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
A private family Celebration of Michelle’s Life will be held on Saturday, August 1, 2020
with Livestream at 10:30 a.m. Please refer to the website for a link to the Livestream.
Interment: Zion-Amor Lutheran Cemetery, Amor, Minnesota
Arrangements entrusted to the care of Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Olson Funeral Home - July 27 at 03:35 PM

“
“

God speed my friend!! My condolences to the entire Grecco Family!!

. RIP Michelle!!

Tamara Burch - July 29 at 09:01 AM

Michelle was a bright light in a dark world. I will never forget the short time I spent with her
at Ottertail Lake this summer. May the Lord comfort the family and friends of Michelle.
Barbara L Maki - July 29 at 12:08 PM

“

You brought Michelle into clear focus for me with your inspiring description of her life. It
helped me understand her passion and the unique power of her personality. Through your
words, you opened my eyes to the depth of sadness you are experiencing in losing her. My
sympathy.
Vernae Hasbargen - July 31 at 04:11 PM

“

This breaks my heart she was such a beautiful spirit and a joy to be around! We would
laugh and talk about our recruiting days in the Bronx. I will miss you so much Battle may
you rest in power and give the angels a true NCO command presence!
Ty Curry - August 01 at 01:41 AM

“

I hope you are Resting in Great Peace, my friend. I'm sorry that it was so hard for you. I
miss you and am grateful for our friendship and the good times we had. Until we meet
again, on the other side.....
Sending my most heartfelt sympathies and condolences to the entire Grecco family and all
of Michelle's friends, teammates, and colleagues.
Steph Sterling - August 01 at 10:29 AM

“

Amber I wanted you to know Chase and I were there with you in sprite wrapping you in
complete love! We both watched the service and it was beautifully done! Thank you for
spreading the message that even in suicide we are not separated from God and his love for
his people! Much love to the Grecco and Johnson families! My thoughts will be with you all
each day moving forward through this difficult journey of grief.
Stefani - August 01 at 12:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Amanda Fisher - July 30 at 10:31 AM

“
“

“

Im so sorry for your loss your family is my prayers and thoughts..
Heidi Higgins - July 30 at 01:59 PM

With sympathy jay and clarice
Jay bjorgum - July 31 at 11:20 PM

Nicole (Haugen) Albertson lit a candle in memory of SFC. Michelle Ann Grecco

Nicole (Haugen) Albertson - Yesterday at 08:45 AM

“

Amazing Soldier, wonderful woman inside and out, may you now Rest In Peace,
gone too soon but we will never forget your uplifting spirit.
Army family for ever!

1SG Yanitza Arias - August 01 at 12:21 AM

“

Without fail we would link up every couple of years when we were both stationed in
the US over the last 14 years. Wish I had reached out to you sooner after finding out
you were back. I miss you immensely. Until the next time my friend.

Llex Landreth - August 01 at 12:09 AM

“

I met “Grecco” when she returned from Iraq to El Paso,Tx in 2010. The little bit that I
got to know of her, I knew she was extraordinary. She always had a smile on her
face. She was a tremendous woman and soldier. I know she will be an exceptional
guardian angel. She touched many lives throughout her short life more than she ever
got to know. RIP “Grecco”. You will be missed and remembered in our hearts for a
lifetime.

Ellie ErlstonPhillips - July 31 at 08:25 PM

“

Fonda Knudson lit a candle in memory of SFC. Michelle Ann Grecco

Fonda Knudson - July 30 at 08:13 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear this news of Michelle. My condolences to Amber, Amy, and
all of Michelle's family.

Fonda Knudson - July 30 at 08:12 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. In the little time I was able to visit with Michelle I could tell
she was a great Soldier and wonderful person. Praying for comfort to your family and
all of her friends in this difficult time. God Bless

Jim Olson - July 30 at 05:28 PM

“

so very sorry about your loss

ricky berg - July 30 at 01:07 PM

“

I am so saddened by this news. I was Michelle's junior English teacher. We used to
visit and had some great conversations. My condolences to her family and all who
loved her.
Toni Gredesky

Toni Morinville - July 30 at 10:19 AM

“

Incredibly saddened by this news. I played pick-up hockey at Chahinkapa Park many
times with Michelle. A wonderful "kid". My heart goes out to all family and friends.
Jeff Bass

Jeff Bass - July 30 at 09:56 AM

“

She was the reason I joined the army. She motivated me as my recruiter! She will be
missed.

Joushua Maria - July 29 at 01:57 PM

“

I’m So Sorry for your loss! Thoughts and Prayers to The Grecco family. Michelle will
be greatly missed!

Audrey Stock - July 29 at 12:07 AM

“

Our friendship stood through the test of time. Where you used to be, there is a hole
in the world, which I find myself constantly walking around in the daytime, and falling
in at night. Until we meet again. I Love you my dear friend.

Stephanie Holdaway - July 28 at 06:59 PM

“

My dear friends....my god be with you all. Cary...this is for you...
Dear Father, Your Spirit carries the softness of eternity. You are the fragrance of
comfort, you are the enfolding lullaby. Please encircle my dear friend, Cary, in her
grief. Cocoon her within your arms of love, whisper heavenly truth into her soul and
keep each fragment of her broken heart safe. When we are in pieces your presence
will keep us. So I lay her in your strong arms Jesus. Come carry her. Watch steadily
over her day and night. May she come to know that her beloved child is safe with
you. Not lost but found, known and cherished. Amen.
I love you Cary...hugs and prayers.

Paula Norby Krueger - July 28 at 06:10 PM

“

My highschool chum that always had fun, I will miss you dearly. Happy your at peace
now.

Rena Deemer - July 28 at 01:34 PM

“

Ron Vallevand lit a candle in memory of SFC. Michelle Ann Grecco

Ron Vallevand - July 27 at 10:37 PM

“

Deb Cossette lit a candle in memory of SFC. Michelle Ann Grecco

Deb Cossette - July 27 at 04:41 PM

