Ruth Harriet Drexler
October 18, 1920 - May 19, 2019

Ruth H. (Lee) Drexler, a lifelong resident of the Herman-Norcross area, died Sunday, May
19, 2019, at the Evansville Care Center.
Ruth was born October 18, 1920, to Wayne E. and Mabel M. (Flakker) Lee. She was the
oldest of eight children. Ruth graduated high school in Herman, Minnesota at age sixteen
and then completed Teachers’ Normal Training in Wheaton. She taught grades seven
through nine in Hoffman and all grades in one-room schoolhouses near Hoffman, and
Norcross. Later in life she returned to work as a teachers’ aide and felt a sense of
accomplishment helping students learn to read.
On January 26, 1953, she was united in marriage to Elmo Drexler. They had one son,
David. While Elmo and his brother, Dal, operated a small family farm with dairy, grain, and
livestock, Ruth was a homemaker. Beginning in 1960s she became the area’s ‘Avon Lady’
and served in that role for more than 40 years.
Ruth received Christ as her savior and spent much of her life sharing her faith with family
and friends. She was, for many years, active with the Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School programs at Grace Free Church in Elbow Lake. Ruth’s home was always open.
She had a gift for hospitality and was pleased that her home provided many people a “port
in the storm”.
She is survived by one son, David (Theresa) Drexler of Norcross; one foster son, her
cousin, Duane (Pat Corbett) Cartier of Minneapolis; one sister, Nancy (Marvin) Carlson of
Coon Rapids; one brother, Richard (Sue) Lee of Vancouver, WA; sisters-in law: Gloria Lee
of Barrett, and Mary Lee of Bismarck, ND; her grandchildren, David Drexler, Lauren (Sam)
Quernemoen, Leah Drexler, Olena (Eric) Andersen, Michelle Cartier, Nicole (Michael)
Ybarra, and Rebecca Cartier; several great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces and
nephews. Ruth was preceded in death by her husband, Elmo in 1985; her parents;
brothers Wayne, Delbert, and Jerome; and sisters: Mildred and Marion.

Visitation: one hour prior to the service at the church
Service: 11 a.m. Thursday, May 23, 2019, at Destiny Church, rural Ashby
Clergy: Pastor Steve Quernemoen and Pastor David Drexler
Private family interment will be held at the Lakeside Cemetery of Herman
Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls is in charge of arrangements
online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Sending love hugs and prayers to your family, Ruth was a beautiful woman inside
and out ! I have so many fond memories of her from VBS at Grace Free , and our
visits through out the years ! Now she is rejoicing with our Heavenly Father ! Debby
Aanerud Fertal

Debb Fertal - May 24, 2019 at 08:41 PM

“

Remembering many cookies, coffee, and stories around Ruth's kitchen table .... such
a wonderful Aunt to Deb, and to me as well .... what a great woman of God ... what a
tremendous life and testimony to Our Lord and Savior!
Praying Blessings and Comforts on the whole family!
Love, Mark Lofquist

Mark Lofquist - May 24, 2019 at 09:49 AM

“

I Thes 4:13-14 We do not grieve like the rest of mankind that have no hope, ... We
believe that Jesus died & rose again & so we believe that God will bring with Jesus
those that have fallen asleep in Him
Ruth is a citizen of Heaven, Like us, just passing through this world, But dear in our
heart for the love she so freely gave
Thank you for your kindness, generosity, encouragement, concern, humor,
protection, & most of all your witness to Our Savior, Jesus
See you soon, Adopted Mother

John Breznik - May 22, 2019 at 04:52 PM

“

I am not able to be there on Thursday to celebrate the life of my sister-in-law, Ruth,
In my heart, I'll be celebrating her long life with you too. I have so many happy
memories of time spent at the Drexler farm - many go back to the time when David
and my daughter, Kari, were toddlers. Aunt Ruth's farm was the place to be in the
summertime and it was not uncommon for several of Ruth's nephews and nieces to
be there at the same time - when the day's work was done on those hot summer
days, Ruth would load them all up in the car and take them swimming. There were
no boundaries to her hospitality, Ruth opened her home to everyone. I was lucky to
have her in my life. Rest in Peace Dear |Ruth.
Mary Lee

Mary Lee - May 22, 2019 at 01:54 PM

“

I remember Ruth as a very outgoing and beautiful woman, with always a whisp of red
hair that would never stay in place.... She is fondly remembered by me. So sorry for
your loss.
Gary A. Hart

Gary A. Hart - May 22, 2019 at 11:58 AM

“

"Grandma Ruth" was a truly good person. She was kind and generous. She was
always willing to help. She made the best fried chicken in the world, and now in
heaven ~ Till we meet again Ruth.....

KIMBERLY TYLER - May 22, 2019 at 11:40 AM

“

Ruth's sister Marion was my grandma. I have fond memories of poring over vintage
pictures with grandma and admiring my great aunt Ruth on her horse as a young
woman. I had the pleasure of visiting her and her son, David, with my dad, Greg in
2009 at her home. She was still beautiful and poised, like the girl in those pictures. I
humbly heeded her guidance on how to prepare and put a meatloaf in the oven,
something that was clearly second nature to her but so obviously foreign to me. I
delighted in hearing her stories of her horses and life as a teacher but I could tell her
top priority and pride was her family. I am sad to hear of her passing and send my
condolences. As I listened to the wind chimes on my porch today (which is always a
reminder of my grandma), I felt comforted to know that Ruth is reunited with my
grandma Marion in Heaven.

Kirsten Rebecca - May 22, 2019 at 12:32 AM

“

We send our sympathy in the loss of your mom & grandmother. She was a Godly woman
and it was obvious the times we were at your home, David, and she was there as well. Ron
& Ardy Weiss, Moorhead MN
Ardythe Weiss - May 22, 2019 at 02:06 PM

