Roselyn Holte
January 20, 1921 - April 20, 2020

Roselyn Ingeborg Holte, 99, of Fergus Falls, died Monday, April 20, 2020, at PioneerCare
in Fergus Falls.
Roselyn was born January 20, 1921, in rural Sverdrup Township, Ottertail County to Peder
and Alma (Linnerud) Holte. Her first years were lived on farms and three years in Duluth,
moving to Battle Lake in 1928. She attended Battle Lake public schools, graduating from
Battle Lake High School in 1939. She was confirmed in her faith at First Lutheran Church,
where she taught Sunday school and sang in the choir.
Graduating from Moorhead State Teachers College, she taught elementary grades in
District 33, Vining, Norcross, and Hendrum, all in Minnesota. Following those years, she
attended the Lutheran Bible Institute, Minneapolis, to prepare for Christian service and
after graduating was employed there for three years.
In 1952, called by her Lord and by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Lutheran Free
Church, she entered missionary service in Japan, serving under the LFC, the ALC, and
the ELCA. Returning to the US in 1968 to care for her mother, employed by Zion Lutheran
Church in Fergus Falls. Further study was done in 1981 at the Seattle Lutheran Bible
Institute and then worked for 12 years at Contextual Education Department at Luther
Northwestern (now Luther) Seminary, St. Paul.
Roselyn’s greatest joy and support in life was her Lord, Jesus Christ; her family brought
much joy and support also. Music was always an important part of her life, enjoying piano
and singing. She also enjoyed reading and traveling. Twice she visited Norway to see her
father’s home and also revisited Japan after retiring. She kept in close touch with family
members and relatives as well as many friends in the US, Canada, Japan, and Norway.
She was the family historian, supplying information and remembering special occasions.
This was her hobby and joy.
Preceding her in death were her parents; brothers and sisters-in-law, Ralph (Dorothy),

Philip (Marian), and Astor “Pete”; niece, Jan, and nephews, Ross and Steve.
Roselyn is survived by a sister-in-law, Ardelle of Fergus Falls; nephews, Tim of Scandia,
David (Ellen) of Brainerd, Daniel (Sue) of West Fargo, Mark (Julie) and Chris both of
Fergus Falls; niece, Sandra (Kim) of Moorhead, as well as many grandnieces and
nephews, other relatives and a host of friends.
Memorials are preferred to Mount Carmel Ministries in Alexandria or Zion Lutheran
Church in Fergus Falls.
A private service will be held with Reverend David Holte. The burial will be at First
Lutheran Cemetery in Battle Lake with Reverend Christopher Eldredge.
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Cemetery
First Lutheran Cemetery
Battle Lake, MN, 56515

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Olson Funeral Home - April 24 at 11:05 AM

“

Roselyn did the missionary work of God's angels. She made the world a better place! I
knew her through my attending First Lutheran church in Battle Lake.
Bonnie (Olson) Robertson - April 26 at 05:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Olson Funeral Home - April 24 at 04:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Olson Funeral Home - April 24 at 04:26 PM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Olson Funeral Home - April 24 at 11:05 AM

“

Roselyn did the missionary work of God's angels. She made the world a better place! I
knew her through my attending First Lutheran church in Battle Lake.
Bonnie (Olson) Robertson - April 26 at 05:54 PM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - May 05 at 03:57 PM

“

Roselyn leaves behind a legacy of what the Christian life is all about. From years as
a missionary to her continued service to her church at home and at the seminary.
God bless are memories of her. To God Be The Glory, Rosie.

Doug Johnson - April 28 at 09:12 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to you, her family, in the passing of Roselyn. She was a
wonderful woman whose love for Jesus was front and center all the time. She was a
great example to me and I will always be grateful that she was my friend. She loved
her family so much and I know that she prayed for you often! I have many wonderful
memories of her, as I am sure you do, too. Now she is in heaven with her Lord and
Savior and we can praise God for that! May God's peace and comfort be with you as
you mourn the loss of dear Roselyn. Diane Stommes, Fergus Falls

Diane Stommes - April 27 at 12:11 PM

“

Lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte. You will be missed.

Sherlee Waasdorp - April 25 at 10:31 AM

“

Roselyn was a dear friend! We both lived at Silverleaf Apts for years! I have so many
beautiful memories of her! She was such a wonderful lady! I love her & miss her! I
last saw her May 2019 at the Pioneer Home!
Sending deepest sympathy to her family from me and my family!
Grace Strass

Grace Strass - April 24 at 10:07 PM

“

Harvey And Cyndi Pederson lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Harvey and Cyndi Pederson - April 24 at 01:36 PM

“

Our memory goes back to 1951 in Tokyo. We thank you very much for your long time
guidance and friendship as a Christian. May you have a peaceful rest by God in His
eternal Kingdom. Satoru & Noriko KISHII

Satoru KISHII - April 24 at 03:04 AM

“

Dean Knutson lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Dean Knutson - April 23 at 06:48 PM

“

Rachelle Braun-Hanson lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Rachelle Braun-Hanson - April 23 at 01:15 PM

“

She would come to church to tell about her time in Japan. She taught us how to sing
Jesus Loves Me in Japanese. Carol Nelson

Carol nelson - April 23 at 12:42 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jane Armstrong - April 22 at 07:00 PM

“

Roselyn was the person who started my love of Japan. She taught us the song
"Jesus Loves Me" in Japanese in Sunday School. She was a great witness of the
love of Christ. Love to the family from Jane (Jensen) Armstrong

Jane Armstrong - April 22 at 06:57 PM

“

Roselyn was one of the kindest and most genuine servants of Jesus that I have ever
known! God bless her memory.

Diane Stenerson - April 22 at 05:32 PM

“

She will be missed dearly.

Jennifer Teslow - April 22 at 11:28 AM

“

JoAnn Berg lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

joAnn Berg - April 22 at 07:40 AM

“

A life well lived and now it goes on forever!
Dalene Eimon
Fellow Japan missionary

Dalene Eimon - April 22 at 12:26 AM

“

Stephanie Lunde lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Stephanie Lunde - April 21 at 10:04 PM

“

Farewell to a sweet saint and a beloved daughter of God.

Janet French - April 21 at 09:29 PM

“

Nancy Buchholz lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Nancy Buchholz - April 21 at 09:13 PM

“

Roy Nell Norby lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Roy Nell Norby - April 21 at 02:36 PM

“

Lee Nelson lit a candle in memory of Roselyn Holte

Lee Nelson - April 21 at 02:25 PM

“
“

So sorry for your loss...
Lee Nelson - April 21 at 02:25 PM

Roselyn was a dear friend and camper of Mount Carmel Ministries, Alexandria. I made
many trips to Fergus Falls to visit Roselyn. We also had lunch out or coffee at her
apartment.
Many good memories. Phyllis Jacobson, Planned Giving Director, Mount Carmel Ministries.
Phyllis Jacobson - April 21 at 09:59 PM

“

I went out to Japan with her on the same ship in August of 1952. I was only 8 months old
but I'm pretty sure it was the President Cleveland. I grew up there with her as one of my
many "aunties" and remember her fondly. I went back to the States a year after she did
when I graduated and went to St. Olaf College. I will always remember what she meant to
me, with her kindness and loving smile. We mourn her passing but rejoice with her as she
hears the words "well done good and faithful servant".
Stephen Luttio - April 21 at 10:13 PM

“

On behalf of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Association, we send our sincerest
condolences and prayers to the family and friends of Roselyn. In gratitude for Roselyn’s
Christian service while in Japan as well as her love and support thereafter, "domo arigatou
gozaimashita," Thank you very much.
Paul Hoshizaki, JELA staff
Paul Hoshizaki - April 23 at 03:41 AM

“

My prayers are with you as a family as you mourn the death of Roselyn. I was blessed by
Roselyn's life for 5 years when we were missionaries in Japan. Two of those years I lived
with Roselyn. During that time, Roselyn and I perhaps spent the most difficult days of our
lives as we endured the tragic Typhoon Vera which struck Nagoya and killed thousands of
people in the midst of the most horrible devastation. Roselyn was a great help to me at that
time. But we had many joyful times together also because of the wonderful person she
was.
At that time I was single (Lenore Robertsdahl). Now my husband, David Frederickson, and
I live in a Lutheran Retirement Community in Venice, FL. God's Blessing to the family.
Lenore Frederickson
Lenore Frederickson - April 23 at 01:58 PM

