Roger Allen Stole
August 27, 1933 - September 12, 2018

Roger Allen Stole, age 85, of Fergus Falls, MN, formerly of Halstad, MN, passed away
Wednesday, September 12, 2018, at The Broen Memorial Home.
Roger Stole was born August 27, 1933 in Crookston, MN to Alfred and Mabel (Gilbertson)
Stole. Roger attended Halstad High School, graduating in 1951. Roger then attended
Interstate Business College in Fargo, ND. He served in the US Army and was stationed at
Fort Holabird, Baltimore, Maryland. Roger worked as a carpenter in Halstad, MN until
purchasing a local grocery store that became Stole’s Fairway. In 1973, Roger sold the
grocery store and returned to carpentry until his retirement in 1995. Roger was active in
civic duties serving as chief of the Halstad Volunteer Fire Department, co-chair of the
steering committee that drove the development and construction of The Halstad Lutheran
Memorial Home, on the local school board and church council and on many local
volunteer committees.
Roger married Grace Svendsen on December 26, 1956, in Argyle, MN. They lived in
Halstad, MN until 2009 when they moved to Fergus Falls, MN.
Roger is survived by his wife, Grace, Fergus Falls; son Paul (Joan) Stole, Eden Prairie,
MN; daughters Karen (Jerry Magnison) Frigen, League City, TX; and Janet Freeman,
Fergus Falls; three grandchildren Adam (Taylor Culley) Baker, Charleston, SC; Mark
(Lacy) Stole, Houston, TX; Linnae Stole, St. Louis Park, MN two great-grandchildren,
Emily and Parker Stole, Houston, TX; one brother, Marlan (Marge) Stole, Richfield, MN;
one sister Janice (Wayne) Oak, Sandstone, MN; and several nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
There will be a private family service at a future date.
Memorials in Roger’s name may be made to Halstad Lutheran Church, Halstad, MN or
The Cancer Care and Research Center, Fergus Falls, MN.
Local arrangements provided by Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls, Minnesota

Comments

“

We have you all in our prayers and thoughts. I remember as a kid the puzzles he'd
share with us and what fun it was to watch him share that with my kids just a few
years ago. I still remember Tea being so excited when she solved it. She took it to
school and showed her teacher. Her teacher then went to the hardware store to buy
the chain and ring needed so she could challenge the rest of her students to solve.
We will miss Roger.

Dawn Dall - September 19, 2018 at 04:27 PM

“

...a super-duper guy...one of the iconic business leaders of our beautiful little
hometown when it was hitting its full stride...always a smile...good...gentle...kind. And
such a spectacular family! Thanks for great memories. Matthew 25:23..."Well done,
good and faithful servant." A heart-full to you all...! Much Love

Mary Beth Warner - September 19, 2018 at 08:53 AM

“

Karen Carlsrud lit a candle in memory of Roger Allen Stole

Karen Carlsrud - September 16, 2018 at 07:51 PM

“

Extending sympathy to the family of Roger - remember visiting with him at the family gettogethers at Halstand
Karen Carlsrud - September 16, 2018 at 07:53 PM

“

Grace and family so sorry to hear of Roger’s passing! He was a wonderful guy and
we sure have missed you both since you moved. May you find peace and comfort in
the days ahead
Brad and Marci Anderson and Jesse

Brad and Marci Anderson - September 16, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

I will miss all our fun visits and conversation we had. Roger was a dear friend. My
deepest sympathy goes out to whole family.

Gretchen - September 16, 2018 at 01:36 AM

“

Gretchen lit a candle in memory of Roger Allen Stole

Gretchen - September 16, 2018 at 01:34 AM

“

Joni lit a candle in memory of Roger Allen Stole

Joni - September 15, 2018 at 06:07 PM

“

Our sincerest condolences to Grace and the family. Roger was a very kind and
gentle man that we will not forget.
I remember Roger as a skilled carpenter. He worked on all projects, from the
Gilbertson's barn to small projects like the puzzles he liked to produce. I was amazed
that he parked the family car in the driveway so he had room for all his tools and
projects in the garage.
He loved puzzles (I still have a couple of them) and always gave me his sly smile
when he knew I had no idea how to figure them out. It was always humbling for me to
learn what I didn't know but he would be very patient with me and enjoyed sharing
his secrets.
Linda and I will miss him and it was our pleasure to know him. God bless you Roger.
We wish the best to Grace and family.

Bruce and Linda Karpenko
Bruce Karpenko - September 15, 2018 at 01:17 AM

“

Our sincere sympathies to Rogers family, he always had such a great smile!
Mrs Lyle (Shelly) Christianson
Toby and Ava
Genise
Kiara
Joe Stacy and Chase

Shelly Christianson - September 14, 2018 at 06:03 PM

“

"I will miss my brother, who was also my friend." Roger was an amazing man,
intelligent, talented, civic-minded, and patriotic. He loved his family dearly and their
accomplishments were his delight. He contributed in countless ways to the
betterment of his home town of Halstad, and he will be fondly remembered by a great
many people. He fought the good fight and is now safe in the arms of Jesus. God
bless the memories we have of Roger.
Marlan and Marge Stole

Marlan Stole - September 14, 2018 at 05:56 PM

“

I'm so sorry Grace and family for the passing of Roger I'm thinking of all of you for
comfort in this time of loss. Roger was such a great man and he will always be
remembered. Thinking so much about you Grace during your time of loss.

Mandi Lindgren - September 14, 2018 at 03:55 PM

“

Mr. Stole,
As a kid I always remember he had a huge smile an gave such happy energy,like he
had not a trouble in the World.
Such a darling guy.

Halstad has lost a great one.
Sending Warm hugs to the family
Becky (Warner) Noel
Rebecca Noel - September 14, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Roger's passing! My favorite memory would have to be the Santa
Clause that he would have at your house each Christmas. Why did that make us so
itchy again?? It certainly didn't keep us kids from taking several pictures with it. So
many wonderful memories of our times in Halstad. He will be missed and you are all
in our thoughts and prayers.
Hugs!
Kris and Frank Diggan

Kris Diggan - September 13, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

I very much enjoyed visiting Roger over the years at the Village.

Kimberlee Olsen, RN and Cade - September 13, 2018 at 07:03 PM

“

Jan and Family- So sorry for your loss.

Zach & Sara Lange - September 13, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

Don & LaVonne Ruud lit a candle in memory of Roger Allen Stole

Don & LaVonne Ruud - September 13, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

Grace, Jan and Karen, So sorry for your loss. I have only known Roger for my short time at
the Coop ( four years), but he and I had frequent long conversations involving our similar
work professions as well as our work ethics. I will also recall the many stories he enjoyed
telling, but most of all I will pass on to others, as he passed on to me, his puzzles, crafts
and novelties. I will continue his heritage in that manner. Bless you all. May God give you
His Peace. Russ Wester.
Russell G Wester - September 14, 2018 at 12:45 PM

“

My sympathy to the family of Roger Stole. To Dwight and myself he was an amazing man. I
remember moving into our apartment when we moved to Halstad. As people were carrying
in boxes and furniture I looked up and there was Roger. He just joined in. Such a special
friend to us. I know one thing, Dwight is waiting to hug Roger as he enters the kingdom.
Gerry Fuglie
Gerry Fuglie - September 17, 2018 at 01:59 PM

