Paul D. Aasness
December 16, 1939 - November 21, 2017

Paul Dennis Aasness was born on December 16th, 1939, the son of Milton and Mabel
(Oksness) Aasness. He grew up on the family farm near Doran, Minnesota and graduated
from Breckenridge High School in 1958. After high school, he attended the Wahpeton
State School of Science for one year and began farming.
On September 7th, 1963, Paul married Phyllis Larson in the United Brethren Church of
Norcross. In 1964, they moved to a farm in North Ottawa township southwest of Wendell,
where they resided until 1995 when they moved to a farm in Orwell Township southwest of
Fergus Falls. Over his farming career, Paul raised grain crops and livestock.
Paul was recognized as the Minnesota Jaycees Outstanding Young Farmer awardee in
1975. In 1978, Paul was elected to the Minnesota House of Representatives, where he
served two terms from 1979-1983. Paul also served several years on the Grant County
Farm Bureau board of directors, North Ottawa Township board, State Bank of Wendell
board of directors, and Minnesota Wheat Research and Promotion Council.
Paul was an avid hunter, and especially enjoyed deer hunting and fishing along the Otter
Tail River with his sons, grandchildren, and nephews.
For over 20 years, Paul led weekly bible studies at the Otter Tail County Detention Center.
He served on the board of Jail Inc. Ministries, and also volunteered his time at the Fergus
Falls Veterans Home and for the Fergus Falls Salvation Army.
Paul and Phyllis were long-time members of the Grace Evangelical Free Church in Elbow
Lake, where he also taught Sunday School for many years.
On Tuesday, November 21st, 2017, Paul passed away during surgery at the Sanford
Hospital in Fargo, North Dakota.
He is survived by two daughters, Pearl (Jon) Ferrin of St. Michael, Peggy (Brian) Skon of

St. Michael; two sons, Perry (Kim) Aasness of Woodbury, and Peter (Katie) Aasness of
Fergus Falls; ten grandchildren, Curtis Ferrin, Luke Ferrin, Cameron Skon, Brennan Skon,
Alison Skon, Grace Aasness, Ava Aasness, Benjamin Aasness, Connor Aasness, Megan
Aasness; sisters Laurel (Bud) Malmstrom, Junice (Al) Sandness, Mary Ann (Jim) Quitno,
Sonja (Rich) Johnson, and Carol (Al) Domke. Preceding him in death were his parents,
Milton and Mabel Aasness; his brother Milt Aasness and sister-in-law, Bev Aasness.
Paul was a devoted husband to his wife Phyllis, who were married for 54 years. He
enjoyed being able to farm his entire life. He and Phyllis greatly enjoyed Southern Gospel
music, and traveled frequently both in and outside Minnesota to attend Southern Gospel
concerts. He loved spending time with each of his ten grandchildren, attending their
activities and creating fun and adventures on the farm. He loved his country, and the
principles and freedoms upon which our country was founded. He loved to meet new
people, and to serve others. He mentored and counseled countless individuals over the
years, never hesitating to share his faith in Jesus Christ his Savior, understanding the
eternal importance. He leaves a legacy of faith and devotion to his wife, children, and
grandchildren.
Visitation: 5-7 p.m. with a 6:30 p.m. prayer service, Friday, November 24, 2017, at Bethel
Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls
Service: 1 p.m. Saturday, November 25, 2017, at Bethel Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls
Clergy: Reverend David Foss
Interment: Hereford Cemetery, near Wendell
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls
Online condolences may be sent to www.OlsonFuneralHome.com
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Comments

“

Phyllis and Family, Merilee and I were so saddened to learn of Paul's passing. I
always enjoyed and benefited from my visits with Paul. Much could be said of Paul,
but I will only say this: Paul was a man of God! A man with a servant's heart and a
passion for people to know Jesus. Earth's loss is heaven's gain. Our prayers and
sympathy to you and your family.
With our love in Christ,
Danny and Merilee Ottoson

Danny Ottoson - December 17, 2017 at 09:58 PM

“

Paul is one greatest people i know! Can't believe he's gone. Just know he's home
and spending eternity with Christ! I only got a couple of years with him, thanks to
Eric. Never will forget his smile or the way he loved like Christ! Whole hearted..going
to miss this man!

Abby Doman - November 30, 2017 at 11:32 AM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - November 30, 2017 at 08:45 AM

“

Growing up in the area, I knew who Paul was. However, I did not know him well until
I started working at the jail. Over the years, I was able to see the work he did with the
inmates paying dividends. He was tough on the guys, holding them accountable for
their actions, but always reassuring them that Christ is there for them. I will miss our
talks and his ability to see worth in everyone, and his humble actions. God bless you,
my friend. Deepest condolences to the family.
Brent Floden

Brent Floden - November 27, 2017 at 10:44 PM

“

Phyllis, Pearl, Peggy, Perry and Peter,
I felt so badly for all of you when I learned of Paul's passing. I am so sorry that he
had to physically leave at such a young age. I am thankful that spiritually and
emotionally he will never leave you. He loved you all so very much. I have always
admired him- way back to my days of teaching in Elbow Lake and to this day.
Take care. I am so happy that you have each other to love, lean on, and find comfort.
You are in my prayers.
Mrs. Vicki (Hanneman)

Vicki Hanneman - November 27, 2017 at 01:09 AM

“

We are so saddened to hear about Paul's passing. He was a great man who loved
the Lord and shared his passion for life with all those around him. He was a
cherished friend to our father and an advisor to our family. He will be greatly missed!!
We express our deepest sympathies for your loss and wish you peace through the
difficult days to come. Love to you all through Him who gives eternal life,

Michelle Luers - November 26, 2017 at 10:16 PM

“

I think this photo of Paul with his kind, smiling, handsome face and wearing his
"Agriculture" cap, really captured the essence of this good man. While Paul and I
might have had some good-natured disagreements on politics and farm policy, I
never had anything but the highest respect for him. I was very sad when I learned of
his passing. He was a good friend and a good man. I will miss him.

Norman Gronwold - November 26, 2017 at 09:26 PM

“

Phyllis and children, I offer my condolences to each of you. Paul was a wonderful
friend in Christ and a dear legislative colleague. We had a nice chat about our
upcoming legislator's reunion last month, which he could not attend. Several of us
have fond memories of him at public meetings and our weekly prayer group. He
leaves a wonderful legacy.

WAYNE OLHOFT - November 26, 2017 at 04:54 PM

“

Paul was always a very caring person. I was glad to know him as a friend. Blessed
be his name in Heaven!
Tedd Steenbock

Tedd Steenbock - November 26, 2017 at 08:45 AM

“

Paul was a very warm person who made me and others feel special with his personal
greetings. As a reporter for the Daily Journal, he invited me to ride with him during
fall combining. He loved this area of west central Minnesota, giving back many times
over as a legislator and in other capacities.
Tom Hintgen, Fergus Falls

Tom Hintgen - November 25, 2017 at 07:35 PM

“

Paul lived his life to praise and honor his Creator and Savior Jesus Christ. Paul was
a great encourager willing to share his testimony, joy for living, and the good news of
the Gospel. Paul knew he had the promise of eternal life. Every encounter with Paul
was a blessing.
Jan Hanson

Jan Hanson - November 25, 2017 at 02:02 PM

“

When I came to Wendell not knowing a thing about a farm. Paul always laughed at my
crazy questions and made me feel so welcome. I am so sad at his passing and my prayers
go out to Phyllis and his children.
Mary Ellen Kjesbo - November 25, 2017 at 07:33 PM

“

I am remembering our time together, as classmates, at Breckenridge High School.
My thoughts and prayers go to Paul’s friends and family.
John Mehl

john mehl - November 24, 2017 at 10:55 PM

“

Mary Gerber sent a virtual gift in memory of Paul D. Aasness

Mary Gerber - November 24, 2017 at 07:44 PM

“

Paul was Dan's Sunday school teacher many years ago. He has so many fond memories
of Paul. Paul was an all around great guy. Sending thoughts and prayers to the family.
Mary - November 24, 2017 at 07:50 PM

“

My earliest memories of Paul include learning about Elijah and Elisha in 1 & 2 Kings
as a part of his Sunday School class when I was a young kid. I recall Paul patiently
guiding our small class through difficult words and concepts as we took turns
reading. I appreciate his heart in opening God's Word to us!

Tyler Synstelien - November 24, 2017 at 02:25 PM

“

So sorry for your lost. Prayers of comfort for you all.

Jane Drexler Bocksell - November 24, 2017 at 12:52 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Paul's passing. May your hearts be filled with all the special
memories!
Rachel Anderson (class of '86)

Rachel Anderson - November 24, 2017 at 12:00 PM

