Norma Van Sickle
May 15, 1945 - August 28, 2020

Norma Jean Van Sickle passed away on Friday August 28th, 2020 at the age of 75 at
Sanford Hospital, Fargo, ND. Norma Hovland was born on May 15, 1945 in Fargo. She
grew up on a farm near Lawndale, MN. She was baptized and confirmed at Little Bethany
Lutheran Church, rural Rothsay. Norma attended country school Dist.72 until 4th grade.
She graduated from high school in Barnesville, MN. Norma attended Moorhead State
Teachers College where she acquired her Bachelor of Arts Degree in English. Her first
teaching job was in Clinton, MN. She then taught in Glyndon,MN. The following 36 years
Norma taught in the Fergus Falls School system, during that time Norma went back to
school, receiving her Master's Degree from the University of St. Thomas. She was a
member of the Alpha Delta Kappa chapter of Fergus Falls and the P.E.O.
Norma married Charles Dean Van Sickle on July 8, 1967. Twin girls were born in
September of 1971 but did not survive. Their son Nathan was born on June 21, 1973.
They lived in the town of Fergus Falls for 10 years and in 1978 they built their dream
home by Wall Lake where they lived until just this spring when they moved back into the
city of Fergus Falls.
Norma was first of all a student. She loved to study and was remembered for being up all
night with her homework, achieving excellent grades. This developed into her love of
teaching and she passionately taught many a ninth-grader their basics in English along
with tenth, eleventh& twelfth grades. Norma was also a speech coach during her tenure at
the school.
Norma and Chuck enjoyed many trips together and during retirement spent some weeks
in Hawaii and also Florida during the winter months. Norma loved her family and many
friends, her backyard pool, her collection of Department 56 and her music boxes given to
her each and every year by (Santa Clause) Chuck, the love of her life.
Chuck and Norma are members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls, where they
are very active and Norma served in the Stephens Ministry, WELCA, and was on the

worship and music committee. She also was involved with Women’s Christian Fellowship
for many years. Her faith in Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior remained strong and
steady throughout her life.
Norma was preceded in death by twin daughters, one stillborn, and sister Corett Lynn, her
parents, Alvin and Agnes Hovland, brothers-in-law, Olaf Draxten, (Yvonne)and Royce and
Donna, Jack (Katy)Van Sickle and sister-in-law Sylvia and James Gowans. Norma is
survived by her husband Charles, son Nathan and daughter-in-law Tara, two brothers Lyle
(Diane) and Peter (Marne) Hovland and two sisters Marlys (Charlie) Winkels and Dianne
(Steven)Platter. Sister-in laws, Yvonne Draxten, Katy Van Sickle, Darlene Tronsgard,
Dawn Erickson and husband, Lee. She also has numerous nieces and nephews on both
sides.
Blessed be the memory of Norma Jean Van Sickle.
Memorials are preferred to the American Diabetes Association and Bethlehem Lutheran
Church WELCA.
Walk-Through Visitation: 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 2, 2020, at the
Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Live-Stream Service: 11:00 a.m., Thursday, September 3, 2020. Please refer to the Olson
Funeral Home Website and Norma’s Tribute Wall for a link to the Live-Stream.
Interment: Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery, Fergus Falls, Minnesota
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Walk Through Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road, Fergus Falls, MN, US, 56537
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Live Stream Service

11:00AM

Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road, Fergus Falls, MN, US, 56537

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Olson Funeral Home - September 02, 2020 at 12:44 PM

“
“

Thank you for sharing the livestream.

Annie Mae Platter, Niece, Seattle, WA

Annie Mae Platter - September 03, 2020 at 12:21 PM

Our deepest sympathy. I am so fortunate to have Norma and all of you as dear friends and
neighbors. God bless.
Joe and Lois Pederson
Joe Pederson - September 10, 2020 at 09:43 PM

“

Nate and family, our condolences.

Jerry and Noreen Bolstad - September 10, 2020 at 09:44 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Norma's passing. Our sympathy is with you at this very difficult
time.

Virginia Portmann - September 10, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

What sad news.
Mrs. Van Sickle was new to teaching in FF when I was in Sr. HIgh School (1967-71)
so the boys in our class gave her a hard time. She handled all of us like the pro that
she was. I never had her as a teacher but she was our advisor for school plays and
was so much fun.... in fact she is one reason I went on to be an English major in
College. Thank you Mrs. Van Sickle you were a really wonderful and inspirational
teacher.
Deepest sympathy to your entire family.

John Runningen - September 05, 2020 at 10:53 PM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - September 04, 2020 at 10:03 AM

“

Paula lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Paula - September 03, 2020 at 07:54 PM

“

It was very nice to be part of the wonderful tribute to Norma‘s life from a distance. I
am so happy that I met up with Chuck and Norma last year in Florida and we had
lunch and a nice long visit. I know she will be missed tremendously by her family and
friends. My prayers go out to you all in this difficult time.
God Bless,
Nancy Ness Roche

Nancy Roche - September 03, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

Susan Gulbranson sent a virtual gift in memory of Norma Van Sickle

susan gulbranson - September 03, 2020 at 11:42 AM

“

Susan Gulbranson sent a virtual gift in memory of Norma Van Sickle

susan gulbranson - September 03, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

one of the sweetest ladies I have met. and such a wonderful decorator her home was
a show piece. Shuck my prayers are with you.

Sharon Johnson
Sharon Johnson - September 03, 2020 at 10:43 AM

“

Dear Chuck, Nathan and Tara,
I'm so sorry to hear of Norma's passing. I remember many times of Bible study with
the Van Sickles and watching Nathan grow up. I also saw Norma sometimes when
we were subbing at the high school. She was a very friendly and caring person and
full of hospitality. I appreciated seeing the slide show on this site that showed
memories from your life with her and some of Norma and Chuck's vacations. My
sincere sympathies to you and all of the extended family.
Jane Uggerud

Jane Uggerud - September 02, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

Diana Harvego lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Diana Harvego - September 02, 2020 at 01:24 PM

“

Chuck, so sorry to hear of the loss of your wife. So happy you had so many years together.
May God give yuo peace
Diana Noren Harvego
Diana - September 02, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

I enjoyed High School English class with Norma, and have been blessed to call her
Aunt for 18 years, having married her niece Suzy.

Dan Heikes - September 02, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

Dear Chuck and Nathan and family,
Norma certainly lived life with a joyful spirit. Her quick smile and laugh will be
remembered. I will always remember the moving testimony she gave at Bethlehem
explaining the sadness after the death of her twin daughters, yet, in that message
her faith in God's provisions for her and her joy-filled spirit shined through. She was a
witness to all of us of how to press on with hope. Romans 8:18
Jeff and Annette Struck

Annette Struck - September 02, 2020 at 10:19 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Charles Sickle - September 01, 2020 at 10:21 PM

“
“

What a great video! RIP Mrs. Vansickle.
michelle stigen - September 03, 2020 at 12:43 PM

Loved the video. I remember those early FFHS classroom photos!!!!
John Runningen - September 05, 2020 at 11:00 PM

“

Sandra Vorwerk lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

sandra Vorwerk - September 01, 2020 at 09:09 PM

“

Thinking of you Chuck at this time, I know you have beautiful memories that will last
forever.
sandra Vorwerk - September 01, 2020 at 09:12 PM

“

Jeanne Steib Olson lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Jeanne Steib Olson - September 01, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

Chuck and family,
My deepest sympathy.
jeanne Steib Olson - September 01, 2020 at 06:55 PM

“

Mike Stras/LuRae Melaas lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Mike Stras/LuRae Melaas - September 01, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

“

Mike Stras/LuRae Melaas
Mike Stras/LuRae Melaas - September 01, 2020 at 06:34 PM

Missy R lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Missy R - September 01, 2020 at 05:13 PM

“

There are so many memories to share of Norma - our coffee times, our shopping
trips, our walks in the morning, the swimming pool, suppers on the deck, our times
together on holidays, our phone conversations - I will miss her every day... my
deepest sympathy to Chuck, Nathan, and Tara, and all of Norma's family....
Sharon Stras

Sharon Stras - September 01, 2020 at 05:03 PM

“

Mrs.Van Sickle was a dear friend and wonderful neighbor to my mother. In fact the
Van Sickles's were the best neighbors anyone can have, it has been decades but I
have not forgotten their care and kindness! She was my eighth grade English
teacher as well and I still think of her whenever I come across the author George
Eliot (she had our class read Silas Marner). May she rest in peace, the world is a
better place for her having been in it. My condolences to Chuck and Nathan.
David Rogde
Vancouver, Washington

David Rogde - September 01, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Chuck, Nathan and Tara,
We are so saddened to hear of Norma´s passing. We wish we could be there to give
our condolences in person. We will join the live stream and be there in spirit.
Sending our love, Krysta, Mike, Tennyson and Berkeley

krysta mischel - September 01, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

Chuck and Nathan,
So sad to hear the news. Auntie Norma keeps popping up in my thoughts these past
few days and I see her smile and hear her laugh. My precious memories of her make
me smile. All my love and prayers to you both.
Love, Julie.

Julie - September 01, 2020 at 10:26 AM

“

Amy lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Amy - August 31, 2020 at 09:51 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Chuck, Nathan and Tara and all her family and friends.
Blessed be the memory of Norma.

Claudia Schriver - August 31, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

May God give comfort to her family. There are no words but you are in my prayers.

Al Frank - August 31, 2020 at 02:01 PM

“

We are so saddened to hear of Norma’s passing... as creatures of habit.. we always
sat in the exact same spots in our church pew..& will miss her smiling face .. she was
a gentle lovely lady & will be missed by all who knew her.. our sympathy to her
family.. Hal & DonnaMae Leland

harold leland - August 31, 2020 at 12:56 PM

“

So saddened to hear of Norma's passing and thankful for the brief visit we had a few
weeks ago. My heartfelt sympathy for your loss. So many memories of times spent
together. She will be deeply and forever missed.

Jane Dixon - August 31, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

Our condolences to you in the loss of dear Norma. She was always so fun and
upbeat. Our paths crossed often through the school network.

Becky and Roger Engleson - August 31, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

Steven And Roxanne Kjono lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Steven and Roxanne Kjono - August 31, 2020 at 10:10 AM

“

My sympathies to Norma's family. Being a Type 1 Diabetic myself, we shared a
special connection. She was my speech teacher in High School and knew her for
many many years afterwards. She was a special lady. RIP Norma.

Denise Woelber Leitch - August 31, 2020 at 08:59 AM

“

Lance & Kari Leitch lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

lance & kari leitch - August 31, 2020 at 07:31 AM

“

Dave & Janelle Thompson lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Dave & Janelle Thompson - August 30, 2020 at 11:35 PM

“

Tara Reynolds lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Tara Reynolds - August 30, 2020 at 11:28 PM

“

Blessed be Norma Van Sickle's memory.
My condolences to her family.
Sue (Ecker) Pardy
(Former student from Class of 1975)

Sue Pardy - August 30, 2020 at 07:23 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Charles Sickle - August 30, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

How heartbroken we are at this sad time to know Norma will not be with us any
longer—until we meet again. Such memories, laughter and tears we have shared for
so many years. RIP sweet lady.
Don & Judy

Don & Judy - August 30, 2020 at 03:57 PM

“

Don & Judy Bradow sent a virtual gift in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Don & Judy Bradow - August 30, 2020 at 03:54 PM

“

Shelly Bartels lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Shelly Bartels - August 30, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

My sympathy to Normas family .. so sorry for your loss ..

Sue Schroeder - August 30, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

Norma was a lovely lady. Our sincere sympathy to her family.
Warren and Trudy Hershner

Trudy Hershner - August 30, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

Chuck and Nate
Deepest Sympathy.

Vonnie Swenson - August 30, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Rest in peace our dear cousin Norma. I know she loved a good cup of coffee at any
time of the day and a relaxing pontoon ride on Lake Lida. Love, Jerry and Karen
Ness

Gerald E Ness - August 30, 2020 at 07:54 AM

“

There are so many memories I have of Norma. Whether it was Sunday breakfasts at
Haugen’s, visits to the lake, or being a student in her class, Norma always had a
smile to share. She was a valued family friend to my parents and a respected coworker to my father. To Nathan and Chuck, I send my sincerest condolences and
love.

Sarah Dixon - August 29, 2020 at 11:22 PM

“

We were so saddened to hear of Norma’s death. We have many good memories from the
days of Nate and Scott in high school. I wonder how many Trepek dances we chaperoned
together!! Such fun times! Sending love and prayers to Chuck, Nate and Tara! Love, Jim
and Carolyn
Carolyn Tonneson - August 31, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

Crystal Walkup lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Crystal Walkup - August 29, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

So sorry to hear of her passing. She was a great English teacher!

Christina Summers - August 29, 2020 at 01:18 PM

“

Ramona Long lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Ramona Long - August 29, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

Dolores Simdorn lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Dolores Simdorn - August 29, 2020 at 12:44 PM

“

How saddened I am to hear of Norma’s passing. I always enjoyed our visits and her
smile.

Nancy Adele - August 29, 2020 at 11:49 AM

“

Wendy Clark lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Wendy Clark - August 29, 2020 at 11:08 AM

“

Audrey Sletten sent a virtual gift in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Audrey Sletten - August 29, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

Connie Torgerson lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Connie Torgerson - August 29, 2020 at 08:44 AM

“

Norma was a special person; a longtime neighbor, and friend. We are shocked and
saddened by her passing. She will be greatly missed.

Lisa Nordick - August 28, 2020 at 11:59 PM

“

I had Norma as a teacher, and as a colleague. She was kind, creative, and genuine.
My sincere sympathy to all of her family. She will be missed!

Diane Stenerson - August 28, 2020 at 11:33 PM

“

Deane Williams lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Deane Williams - August 28, 2020 at 11:32 PM

“

Mary Jo And Marian Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - August 28, 2020 at 10:33 PM

“

Chuck and Nathan: our hearts, thoughts and prayers go out to you during this difficult time.
Memories of a great teacher and friend, as wel as wife and mother. Rembering the good
times of Luther League with Norma-Chuck-John-Jane. Blessed be Norma's memory. Mary
Jo and Marian
Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - August 28, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family. Blest be her memory
Norma Steidl - August 30, 2020 at 02:27 PM

“

Beth Buckley Rudh lit a candle in memory of Norma Van Sickle

Beth Buckley Rudh - August 28, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Norma's family. Have known her for many years, and she was always
so friendly to visit with. Will be missed by many!
Carol Thorsen - August 29, 2020 at 12:43 PM

“

so very sorry about Norma's passing.
will miss her at our Friday morning coffee. Clair & Karen Iverson
Karen Iverson - August 30, 2020 at 10:13 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Chuck and Nathan and Tara. Her P.E.O. sisters will miss her so very
much. We loved her enthusiasm, creativity and willingness to always help in any way she
could. Rest in peace, dear Norma.
Jean McKenzie - August 31, 2020 at 04:28 PM

“

My sympathies to you Chuck. Lawrence Sloan
Lawrence Sloan - September 02, 2020 at 10:01 AM

