Milo Andersen
January 4, 1933 - December 26, 2019

Milo Andersen, 86, of Fergus Falls, died Thursday, December 26, 2019, at PioneerCare in
Fergus Falls.
Milo was born on January 4, 1933, in Sidney, MT to Volney and Aldyth Andersen. He grew
up on a sugar beet farm SW of Sidney. He attended Sidney schools and graduated from
high school in 1951.
Following high school, Milo enlisted in the US Navy in 1951 and served on the USS Buck,
a destroyer, in the Pacific during the Korean War. He was honorably discharged in 1955
and continued his service with the Montana National Guard. He worked for General Mills
as a salesman in Great Falls, MT where he met his future wife, Ione, while visiting a
cousin. Milo and Ione married in Minot on December 29, 1956. Milo became a member of
the Williston Police Department as a detective in 1959. During this time Milo found his life
calling and became a welder with Palmer Welding Service. He also attended night classes
at the college and received his degree from the University of South Dakota. In 1973, he
established the welding program at Williston High School and continued there for seven
years. The 1980’s oil boom was calling and he began operation of Andersen Welding
Service, working western ND and eastern MT. In 1983, he returned to teaching and
developed the welding program at Dickinson High School. He remained there until
retirement in 1997. During this time, he also taught welding classes at the South West
Multi County Correction Center for juveniles. In 1990, he and Ione bought a lot on
Heilberger Lake and spent summers there until 2003. At that time a home was purchased
in Fergus Falls overlooking Opperman Lake.
Milo loved to tell stories, captivating a room with his great sense of humor. His friends and
family were drawn to him knowing they’d always have a good laugh. He enjoyed taking
pictures of his family and travels. He took pride in his home and having a beautiful yard.
Milo took up cooking and became an expert at baking. His lefse and rosettes were always
top notch – the best of the best. He liked to hunt pheasants and deer in his younger years.
Lake Sakakawea was his favorite fishing hole. Milo was a charter member of Gloria Dei

Lutheran Church in Williston. He was a distinguished member and served as president of
the Williston Lions Club. He was a member of Bethlehem Lutheran church and Men of
Bethlehem in Fergus Falls. He belonged to the Y’s Folks of the YMCA and served as
president in 2007. He also held membership in the VFW and DAV.
He was a loving husband, father and grandfather. He will be dearly missed.
He was preceded in death by his father, Volney Andersen; mother, Aldyth (Baardson)
Andersen, and brother, Eugene Andersen.
Milo is survived by his wife, Ione Andersen; children, Scott (Louise) Andersen of Belle
Rose, LA, Karyn (CJ) Menagh of Holmen, WI, Jill Andersen of Richfield, MN, Sonya (Jim)
Ruelle of Park City, UT, and Maren (Jim) Boerger of Prairie du Sac, WI; grandchildren,
Kirsten (Ivan) Bucher, Hunter (Harley) Ruelle, Elizabeth Ruelle, Owen Ruelle, Trigve
Andersen Duryea, Annika Andersen Duryea, Jack Boerger, Micah Boerger, Trae (Jennifer)
Dupre, and Eric Dupre; great-grandchildren, Hallie Dupre, Harper Dupre, Mattie Dupre,
Simon Bucher, and Eliza Bucher; other family, Donna (Ross) Kafer, a niece, and
numerous cousins.
Visitation: One-hour prior to the service at the funeral home.
Service: 11:00 a.m., Thursday January 2, 2020, at the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus
Falls.
Clergy: Reverend Tom Peterson
Interment: North Dakota Veterans Cemetery, Mandan, ND
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to http://www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

The news came with the sadness Ione that death always brings. We had a good little
family in our Condo Association. We built a home at 1440 West High Street in
Dickinson and moved in on July 1, 2015.
We offer you our sympathy and know we always enjoyed your friendship.
Patti and Steve Goodall.

Steve and Patti Goodall - January 05, 2020 at 03:55 PM

“

Rest In Peace Mr Anderson, Thanks for all the Great training you have gave to so
many, my self included. God Bless you.

David Sandaker - January 03, 2020 at 10:53 PM

“

Milo was an Awesome teacher & a Really Good Man!
Till we meet again:
Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you:
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
Rest in Peace Milo!
Chris Haugen & Family

Chris and Kelly Haugen - January 02, 2020 at 05:37 PM

“

i was a student of Milo's in his welding class in Williston ND. I took his class in 19761978. i could tell stories about him and his class for hours. He got me my first
welding job at Palmer Industries. i will share one short story. Palmer Industries had a
acetylene generator, which made all their own acetylene. i was told many times how
dangerous mixing oxygen and acetylene was. being a young kid i thought i would be
a great idea to find out just how dangerous it was ….in his class
when Milo wasn't looking i filled a balloon full of acetylene and just a shot of oxygen
and touched it with a torch...……...it blew the torch out of my hand knocked a buddy
of mine standing next to me on his butt, the whole brick building shook.
Milo came running out of his office and i swear he was having a heart attack, he was
screaming and yelling like a crazy man. yup i got in trouble, but to this day, i smile
about it every time i think of him.
rest in peace Milo
Kevin Christensen

Kevin Christensen - January 02, 2020 at 04:18 PM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - January 02, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

To Ione,Scott,Karyn and rest of the family, sorry to hear of Milo’s passing. Milo was
my welding teacher my freshman year at WHS. I also have a lot of memories of the
Anderson family and Gloria Dei church, Milo was a great man and teacher. Thoughts
and prayers to the family. Sincerely Dave Arnson

Dave Arnson - December 31, 2019 at 05:20 PM

“

Chief was my welding teacher at Dickinson High School. He was a no-nonsense
teacher who was highly respected. There are some teachers who I don’t remember
but he is one I’ve never forgotten. I’m glad he touched my life.

Renae (Griffin) - December 31, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

2 files added to the album Milo through the years

sr - December 31, 2019 at 11:06 AM

“

Love and peace to Milo's beloved family.

S. E. Sanner - December 30, 2019 at 06:17 PM

“

I worked at the corrections center when Milo taught there. It was fun listening to him
tell stories about the cabin and how much he loved it. I hope you're by a cabin in
heaven as you do deserve it.
Annette

Annette Brandt - December 30, 2019 at 10:49 AM

“

From cousin Charlie Simonsen (Merrion's older son) prayers are offered for Ione and
family for peace and strength to carry on and remember all the good memories. We
grew up in the same valley on beet farms and cattle and lamb feed lots, swam the
big canal, repainted Milo's car in the Vo-Ag shop during lunch hour, played foortball
for the Sidney Eagles, our birthdays were both Jan 4--1933 & 1934 and we often
called to celebrate.
Charlie

charles M simonsen - December 30, 2019 at 12:57 AM

“

Sorry to hear about Milos passing . We will always remember the good times we had
raising our children together.. He will be missed and remembered by many.

Peggy Andersen - December 29, 2019 at 11:17 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the Andersen family as they celebrate the life and
love of Milo. God's Peace be with you.

Winnette Edam Rak - December 29, 2019 at 11:00 PM

“

I fondly remember fishing with Milo and my dad at Lake Sacajawea for walleye and
the wonderful
stories and time spent together. Wishing Milo’s family many fond memories of time
spent with him.

Eric Simonsen - December 29, 2019 at 07:17 PM

“

Rudy & Helen Privratsky lit a candle in memory of Milo Andersen

Rudy & Helen Privratsky - December 29, 2019 at 07:13 PM

“

Milo was a great instructor. Milo was my mentor and advisor. After Milo retired, I
taught his classes at Dickinson High School. He was a great friend and we shared
many laughs. I will always treasure our many times together at DHS.

Rudy Privratsky - December 29, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

So sorry to hear that Milo has passed. I remember many times as a little girl being at
Olesen/Andersen/Simonsen family gatherings and the great times everyone had.
May your memories hold you close. Charlotte M Simonsen Guptill (Merrion's
daughter)

Charlotte M Simonsen Guptill - December 29, 2019 at 06:57 PM

“

Marsha Williams lit a candle in memory of Milo Andersen

Marsha Williams - December 29, 2019 at 11:30 AM

“

Mary Helfrich lit a candle in memory of Milo Andersen

Mary Helfrich - December 28, 2019 at 01:19 PM

“

Dear Ione and family, Thinking of you during this difficult time. May your memories sustain
and uplift you. In deepest sympathy, Mary Helfrich
Mary Helfrich - December 28, 2019 at 01:21 PM

“

Pam Svendsgaard lit a candle in memory of Milo Andersen

Pam Svendsgaard - December 27, 2019 at 06:49 PM

“

Shelly Bartels lit a candle in memory of Milo Andersen

Shelly Bartels - December 27, 2019 at 11:32 AM

“

Mary Jo And Marian Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Milo Andersen

Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - December 26, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

A truly great guy and a gentleman. Sorry for the loss. Pat Schultz

Pat Schultz - December 26, 2019 at 05:59 PM

“

To Ione,Scott,Karyn and Family, I was saddened to hear of Milo’s passing. I have known
the Anderson family for numerous years thru Gloria Dei church and had Milo as a welding
instructor at WHS my freshman year, a great man a a great family. Thoughts and prayers to
the family at this difficult time. Dave Arnson
Dave Arnson - December 31, 2019 at 01:13 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family. Mr. Andersen “Chief” as we called him is one of my
favorite teachers. His personality, sense of humor and authenticity are just a few things I
will never forget about the man.
Brian Wanner DHS class of ‘92
Brian Wanner - January 01, 2020 at 12:52 AM

“

To Ione and family, deepest sadness and condolences.
I am Lorence Simonsen, younger brother of Charles and Donna Simonsen and older
brother of Charlotte. We are/were part of an extended family of second and third generation
Danish immigrants who included Pella Lutheran Church members. Milo's father was our
state Senator for years. Milo's mother Aldith was the sweetest human being.
Five years younger than Charles, I was the tolerated tag-along little brother, but was always
treated with kindness and respect.
We were all story tellers. It was a characteristic of the Danes in an age before media, when
with coffee cup and a cookie, we would gather around a table and listen to the life
experiences and funny stories of each-others' lifes-exploits.
We were raised in the cradle of a loving community of faith, grace, hope and love which
came from kind and generous giants like cousin Milo Andersen. With Deep and abiding
respectLorence and [Vicki] Simonsen
Lorence Baldwin Simonsen Sr. - January 01, 2020 at 10:07 AM

