Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan
December 29, 1957 - September 15, 2017

Michael “Mike” Clark Hanan, 59, of rural Fergus Falls, passed away on Friday, September
15, 2017, at the Methodist Campus of the Mayo Clinic in Rochester.
He was born December 29, 1957, in Sioux City, Iowa, the son of G. Dell and Janet (Eaton)
Hanan. He grew up in Sioux City and graduated from East High School in 1976. He then
attended St. Cloud State University, graduating with a B.S. in Biology in 1980.
On June 21, 1980, Mike married Karen Segelstrom in Stillwater. They made their home in
St. Cloud where Mike was employed with Stearns County as an Environmental Specialist
from 1981-February of 1987. They then moved to rural Fergus Falls, where he was
employed with Otter Tail County as Director of Solid Waste until the time of his death.
Mike was active in Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Fergus Falls Fish and Game
Club and was a Firearms Safety Instructor. He enjoyed countless adventures with family
and friends hunting and fishing across two countries and multiple states, no matter the
time or weather. He also enjoyed his Sunday motorcycle rides on his Harley, dog training
and spending time with his family, especially his bi-weekly trips to see his grandson,
Connor and reading to him.
An excerpt from an email sent to OTC staff tells how he dedicated his time in his work
ethics and with fellow employees to make a difference, “Mike worked for Otter Tail County
for over 30 years and basically built the Solid Waste Department from the ground up. Mike
was also recognized state-wide as a leader in his profession and would always freely
share his knowledge to help others. His gentleness, kindness, and service to others will
always serve as an inspiration and he will be greatly missed by many.” Mike was not only
an inspiration to his co-workers, but also to the people at the hospital in the last year.
Preceding him in death was his father, G. Dell Hanan.
Survivors include his wife, Karen; son Mick (Kara) of Wagner, SD; grandchildren, Connor

and Baby Hanan due in March; his mother, Janet Hanan of Springfield, OR; a sister Toki
Stucky of Eugene, OR; and a brother Mitch (Karla) of Wenatchee, WA.
Memorials are preferred to the Minnesota Waterfowl Association—Woodie Camp, or The
National Children’s Cancer Society.
Visitation: 5:00-8:00 pm Wednesday, September 20, 2017, with a sharing of memories at
7:30 pm at the Olson Funeral Home and resuming one hour prior to the service at the
church
Service: 1:00 pm Thursday, September 21, 2017, at Zion Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls
Clergy: Reverend Chris Eldredge
Interment: Oak Grove Cemetery
Arrangements provided by the Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls
Online condolences may be sent to http://www.OlsonFuneralHome.com

Cemetery

Events

Oak Grove Cemetery

SEP

1509 East Mount Faith

20

Fergus Falls, MN,

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road, Fergus Falls, MN, US, 56537

SEP
20

Sharing of Memories

07:30PM

Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road, Fergus Falls, MN, US, 56537

SEP
21

Service

01:00PM

Zion Lutheran Church
202 East Summit Avenue, Fergus Falls, MN, US

Comments

“

Karen and family,
So very sorry for your loss, sad to hear of it. You are in our thoughts. Kimberlee
Olsen and Cade Olsen Canton

Kimberlee Olsen - September 30, 2017 at 04:32 PM

“

I extend my thoughts and prayers to Mike's family. It was sad to hear the news of his
passing. I've been a member of Minnesota's solid waste community for almost 30
years and Mike was instrumental in building the integrated waste management
programs that exist across the state today. He was my first client in the early 90's.
However, my memories of Mike focus on the discussions we had after "business"
was over. He loved his family. He was always willing to share on what Karen and
Mick were doing, usually involving baseball or the outdoors. During the last couple
years, it was his adventures with Connor. Mike, you will be missed. A great man and
a great example.
Fred Doran

Fred Doran - September 25, 2017 at 07:26 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathies to Mike's family. May God provide you strength during these
troubling times.
Marcia Harles Johnson

Marcia Harles Johnson - September 23, 2017 at 07:26 PM

“

Kelly Melgard is following this tribute.

Kelly Melgard - September 21, 2017 at 03:14 PM

“

The news of Mike's passing is heartbreaking. I just learned of it. Mike was a great
man with a great heart and he will truly be missed. He was such a selfless person
that would help you in anyway that he possibly could.
I have enjoyed working with Mike over the years. The things that Mike did for Solid
Waste in our area will never be forgotten. He was always there to answer questions
and make suggestions to help preserve our local habitat and environment.
Sharing hunting stories with him was something I truly looked forward too. He was a
great friend. Our heart and prayers go out to Karen and Mick. He will truly be missed.
Kelly Melgard
President
Steve's Sanitation Inc.

Kelly Melgard - September 21, 2017 at 03:13 PM

“

Tammy Ehrmantraut lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Tammy Ehrmantraut - September 21, 2017 at 12:55 PM

“

Dawn Johnson lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Dawn Johnson - September 21, 2017 at 09:29 AM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - September 20, 2017 at 04:58 PM

“

Mike was a great person. I was a classmate of his from grade school through high
school and always talked to him at the class reunions when we were both there. Mike
you will be missed by all. May you Rest in Peace. Prayers to his family.

Steve Youngberg - September 20, 2017 at 04:12 PM

“

Dave C. lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Dave C. - September 20, 2017 at 12:58 PM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Mike, he was a good man and I will miss him.
Dave C. - September 20, 2017 at 01:00 PM

“

I graduated in 1976 with Mike from east high In Sioux City Ia. I lost track of him until I
moved to the area in 2004. Mike was a big help in getting the re-use-it center In
Perham Mn. started. Thanks Mike,Great Guy. Gods peace to Mike and his entire
Family.
Mark Raby

Mark Raby - September 20, 2017 at 12:53 PM

“

Mike’s positive attitude and pleasant demeanor were always present, and remained
so in evidence these last months. Clearly Mike appreciated God’s blessings in his
life; his wife, son, family, friends, work, and the great outdoors. All who know him will
miss him.

David Hauser - September 20, 2017 at 09:43 AM

“

Heidi lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Heidi - September 20, 2017 at 09:25 AM

“

Brian And Kim Armstrong lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Brian and Kim Armstrong - September 19, 2017 at 11:20 PM

“

Dawn Godel lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Dawn Godel - September 19, 2017 at 09:56 PM

“

Mike was a wonderful boss - supportive and trusting - and an all around genuinely
great person. His Leadership within our county will have a lasting impact and his
absence leaves a significant void. My thoughts are with his family, friends, and staff
who are already missing him. Rest peacefully, Mike, you deserve it.

Jess Steinbrenner - September 19, 2017 at 09:24 PM

“

Lane lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Lane - September 19, 2017 at 05:11 PM

“

You all are in my thoughts and prayers. SO Sorry.. Sister Carol Lee

carol Lee - September 19, 2017 at 03:54 PM

“

So sad to hear of Mikes passing. I worked with him over the years and had the
pleasure to hunt and fish together as well. A great guy. Restful peace to Mike and all
the family.
Doug Bellefeuille
Rochert, MN

doug bellefeuille - September 19, 2017 at 02:46 PM

“

So very sad to hear of Mike's passing. Mike, Karen, and Mick took me into their
home while I was a graduate student back in 1990. Tremendous family with
exceptionally strong values and dedication to friendships. Had the chance to hunt
many times in MN, IA, and SK with Mike and Mick and to train and trial dogs with
Mike, Karen, and Mick. Some of the best times ever. Mike was a truly dedicated
conservationist and teacher. But most of all, Mike was an exceptional person, father,
husband, and friend. Lost but never forgotten.

Mark Gulick - September 19, 2017 at 02:35 PM

“

Connie Evenson lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Connie Evenson - September 19, 2017 at 11:09 AM

“

Karen Cannell lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Karen Cannell - September 19, 2017 at 09:58 AM

“

Working with Mike was always a delight. A no nonsense kind of guy backed up with
genuine kindness. I loved his hunting and fishing stories. We traded geese for
salmon and reminisced about all kinds of things. My deepest sympathy goes out to
Karen, Mick and family - prayers and hugs your way. I will always remember Mike.
Kathy Domholt

Kathy Domholt - September 19, 2017 at 07:40 AM

“

My deepest condolences to Mike's family and friends. His courage and enterprising
efforts resulted in Perham hosting a state-of-the-art recycling plant that recovers
valuable commodities from solid waste and prepares the material as a fuel for the
steam plant. This landmark project is know nationwide and my company had the
good future to be the engineer/builder of the system. We worked side-by-side with
Mike and his team; it was a very successful project that has not only won the pride of
the community but also the interest of solid waste professionals as a model to
replicate. All this was only possible with Mike Hanan, his vision and his efforts. His
inspiration is with us and all of us.
We are very sorry to learn this news and we extend our deepest sympathy to Mike's
family.
Nathiel Egosi, P.E.
President
RRT Design & Construction
Melville, New York

Nathiel Egosi - September 18, 2017 at 08:36 PM

“

While I did not personally know Mike, I have heard endless stories about him from
my bonus dad, Brad Leapley. I am so sorry for your family's loss. I will hold you all in
my thoughts and prayers.

Chrissy (and Phil) Widel - September 18, 2017 at 07:45 PM

“

Mike and I had lot of “adventures” during our college days. We played football,
basketball, tennis, baseball, hunted, fished, skied cross-country and downhill, and
during those years we lived together, studied, met our future wives and graduated.
We went to different corners of Minnesota as our careers took off and as a result we
got together infrequently, but he was my “brother” from my early adult years. I miss
him and wish I could have traded some of my health to make him healthy again. We
could both tell stories about each other, but these are the ones that come to mind
easily:
During our time at St. Cloud State, we had to move our cars from one lot to another
so that they didn’t stay in any one lot more than 24 hours. During one of our winter
car moves, Mike closed the door on his Pontiac LeMans, and the driver side window
shattered. Mike’s Dad arranged for the window to be repaired, but it was in Stillwater.
So, we both bundled up that same night and drove the 85 miles together with the
window completely open.
Another time, during a fall evening, Mike went outside and saw the Northern Lights.
We hopped into one of our vehicles and drove out to the St. Cloud airport to get
away from the city lights. As we stood there, the Northern Lights were a bright red
color and it looked like we were staring up into the point of an upside down ice cream
cone. It was absolutely the best example of Northern Lights I have ever experienced.
And in another first, as our college days were nearing completion, Mike took me for a
ride in his new red Ford pick-up truck – the one with the 460 cubic inch V8. He had
already attached a pick-up camper, and he wanted me to go with him because the
dashboard was squeaking and he wanted to locate this sound. As we drove around
the county roads near St. Cloud, Mike couldn’t get the gremlin noise to reappear. So,
he drove faster and faster until we were over 100 mph … with a camper in the back!
What could possibly happen?!
I will miss you Mike! To Karen, Mick, Kara, Jan, Tokie, Mitch and Karla – may God
bless you with the comfort o f His Spirit.

Jim Skoglund - September 18, 2017 at 07:00 PM

“

I will never forget the childhood memories I have with and at Uncle Mike's. From
catching snakes around the property to Catching the first and only Pike I remember. I
love you Uncle Mike R.I.P.

Tom Hanan - September 18, 2017 at 06:36 PM

“

Know Mike though co. work but considered Mike a friend.God Bless! Gary and Kathy
Kneisl

Gary Kneisl - September 18, 2017 at 06:03 PM

“

I have been good friends with Mike since Junior High. I feel lucky to have been
counted as one of his. I will miss him but will never forget him! Karen, Mick, Jan and
family, my prayers for strength are with you in the days, weeks and months ahead.
God Bless!!
Steve De Boer LeMars, IA

Steve De Boer - September 18, 2017 at 04:21 PM

“

Always in our hearts Mike you fought a good fight, may your heart now be at
peace, you are loved and your memories will live on!

Mitch and Karla Hanan - September 18, 2017 at 03:51 PM

“

Deb And Doug Phelps And Family lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark
Hanan

Deb and Doug Phelps and family - September 18, 2017 at 01:45 PM

“

Our true gentleman friend Mike had an inner warmth and soft aproach that I always
found extremely genuine. The Ducks Unlimited family will miss his participation very
much! Heartfelt sympathy to his family!
Longtime Friends
Craig and Janelle Scheidecker

Craig A. Scheidecker - September 18, 2017 at 12:38 PM

“

Such difficult news this is. Mike was a wonderful soul, and he will be sorely missed in
his professional community of solid waste managers. I didn't see him often, just at
statewide meetings mostly, but when I did, his smile was always there to welcome
me. My heart goes out to his family as they grieve this terrible loss. Mike left us way
far, far too soon.
Anne Morse
Winona County Solid Waste Officer
Winona, Mn.

Anne Morse - September 18, 2017 at 12:19 PM

“

Atwater Family lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Atwater Family - September 18, 2017 at 11:21 AM

“

The Atwater Family lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

The Atwater Family - September 18, 2017 at 11:21 AM

“

Sundby Family lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Sundby Family - September 18, 2017 at 11:14 AM

“

Mike consistently brought a quiet, calm manner to the sometimes politically
contentious business of solid waste management. Mike has, through his good works,
made our world a better place. His colleagues will miss his moderating voice and
wise counsel.
John Helmers, President, Minnesota Solid Waste Administrators Association

John Helmers - September 18, 2017 at 10:54 AM

“

I enjoyed working with Mike for many years. An all around genuine wonderful
gentleman.

Sharon Spencer - September 18, 2017 at 08:44 AM

“

Marian And Mary Jo Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Clark Hanan

Marian and Mary Jo Igelstad - September 17, 2017 at 11:25 PM

