Laverne Harriet Morstad
March 30, 1918 - October 11, 2019

Laverne H. Morstad, age 101, a resident of Fergus Falls, passed away peacefully on
Friday, October 11, 2019 at PioneerCare in Fergus Falls.
Laverne was born March 30, 1918 in Otter Tail County, Minnesota, the daughter of Alfred
and Irene (Zimmerman) Anderson. She was baptized and confirmed at the Hamar
Lutheran Church in Rothsay, MN. She attended rural school at District No. 127 and high
school in Fergus Falls graduating with honors in 1935. Following high school, she
attended the Otter Tail School of Business in Fergus Falls. She was employed in the
County Extension Office until 1940, when she was united in marriage to Neal Morstad.
Their wedding took place October 6, 1940 at First Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, where
they continued to be lifelong members. She and Neal enjoyed 74 years together until his
passing in December of 2014.
During World War II, while Neal was serving in the Navy, the couple lived in California,
where Laverne worked as an accountant in offices in both San Diego and San Francisco.
Following the end of the war, they returned home to Fergus Falls, settling in to the
community and beginning to raise their family.
Laverne was involved in various activities, including women’s church groups, Quilting
Circle, League of Women Voters, VFW Auxiliary, and serving as a board member of the
Otter Tail County Historical Society. She was a huge supporter of Fergus Falls, loved the
beautiful city parks and lakes, the tree lined streets, and the best of small-town life. She
was passionate about the community, oftentimes writing letters to the editor, showcasing
the wonderful features of her hometown and her hopes for a bright future capitalizing on
its natural gifts.
In their retirement years she and Neal spent winters in Arizona where they enjoyed
ballroom dancing, entertaining, and playing bridge with friends. They also enjoyed
traveling, particularly visiting their family homes in Norway, as well as taking several other
interesting trips throughout the United States.

Laverne loved history, feeling that it was not only interesting but also offered valuable
lessons for each generation. She was an avid reader, a keen observer of current events,
and full of curiosity. One of her country school teachers suggested the only way to gain
knowledge was to ask a question, and that stayed with her throughout her lifetime of
learning.
Laverne’s greatest joy was her family. When asked to describe the role of wife and mother,
she would proudly refer to herself as a “domestic engineer.” She was a wonderful cook
and enjoyed entertaining family and friends in a welcoming home. Laverne was also a real
sports fan, spending many years either going to games, watching on television, or
listening on the radio. Her grandchildren were amazed at her knowledge of sports, and
enjoyed visiting with her about her favorite teams.
Laverne spent her last years as a resident of Pioneer Pointe where she met many new
friends. She will be remembered for her positive outlook on life, love of family and service
to others.
Preceding her in death were her husband, Neal; her parents; sisters, Adelore, Avis and
Audrey; brothers, Alden, Irvin, Russell, Darrell and Dennis Anderson.
She is survived by her children; John, of Mesa, AZ; Tom (Barbara), of Gold Canyon, AZ;
Jim (Tracy), of Fergus Falls; grandchildren, Pat (Trista) Morstad, Matt (Lauren) Morstad,
Alex Morstad (special friend Christina Warner), Erin (Josh) Subialka and Mike Morstad;
great-grandchildren, Patrick, Marea, Will, Max, Mayson and Scarlet Morstad; a brother,
Merle Anderson; and sisters-in-law, Beverly Anderson, Jane Anderson and Bonnie
Anderson, as well as many nieces, nephews and friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be given to First Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls, the Otter
Tail County Historical Society, or LB Hospice in Fergus Falls.
Visitation: 9:30-11:00 a.m. at the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Service: 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 19, 2019 at the Olson Funeral Home Chapel in
Fergus Falls
Clergy: Chaplain David Strom
Interment: Oak Grove Cemetery
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home of Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to http://www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

To the Morstad family, All my sympathy to all of you on the loss of your Mother. It is
so hard when the last parent passes. She was such a nice lady, and was always
sweat with a warm smile. May she now rest in peace in heaven.
The Noren's, Diana Harvego (Noren) and the Late Fuzz (Greg}) Noren , Rev. Mark
and Mary (Noren) DeBruin

Diana Noren Harvego - October 28, 2019 at 12:58 PM

“

John..Tom..& Jim
I was so sad to hear about the passing of your Mom.
I'll always remember how she was always so happy...always smiling and I LOVED
her laugh!!
I hope you find comfort in remembering all the good and happy times of her life.
Sincerely
Linda (Nelson) Petersen

Linda Nelson Petersen - October 25, 2019 at 04:02 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memorial Folder

Olson Funeral Home - October 19, 2019 at 02:50 PM

“

Aunty Laverne was much loved by me, my mom, Kathy, my sister, Annie, and my
husband, Munib. I have lovely memories of visiting Uncle Neil and Aunty Laverne
during our trips to Fergus growing up. They always went out of their way to make us
feel welcomed and part of the big and beautiful family they were so proud of. We will
miss Laverne very much and wish her peace in the hereafter. Love to John, Tom &
Barb, Jim & Tracy, the grandchildren and our whole clan. I wish I could be with you
all today to remember Laverne’s indomitable spirt. Love, Becky.

Rebecca Gearhart Mafazy - October 19, 2019 at 02:20 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to the Legendary Morstad Family at this difficult
time~~~

Tony Rendz - October 19, 2019 at 10:10 AM

“

Sending our deepest sympathy to the family! So glad we got to visit Laverne in Aug
at Pioneer Home with our mom Grace Strass. Mom has so many wonderful
memories from when she worked for the Morstad’s at the Field Abstract many years
ago.

Susan Thurstin - October 17, 2019 at 08:45 AM

“

“

Thank you, Susan. She also enjoyed your visit reminiscing about the good old days.
Morstad Family - October 19, 2019 at 12:46 AM

So very sorry to hear of your loss. She and your Father really livened up those
Hanson reunions every two years. She will be deeply missed by all.

Candy Hanson Borgos - October 14, 2019 at 06:05 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words. They sure enjoyed the reunions.
Morstad Family - October 15, 2019 at 02:54 PM

“

Candy Hanson Borgos lit a candle in memory of Laverne Harriet Morstad

Candy Hanson Borgos - October 14, 2019 at 06:04 PM

“

“

Thank you for remembering Laverne.
Morstad Family - October 15, 2019 at 02:53 PM

Mike and I lived visiting with LaVerne and Neal when they wintered in Arizona. She
will certainly be missed! An amazing lady!

Susan Shelley - October 12, 2019 at 10:59 PM

“

They certainly did enjoy entertaining their friends in Arizona. Thank you for your kind
message.
Morstad Family - October 14, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

Mary Jo And Marian Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Laverne Harriet Morstad

Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - October 12, 2019 at 09:23 PM

“
“

Tom and Barb--Jim and Tracy: such a great lady; sorry for your loss.
Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - October 12, 2019 at 09:25 PM

Thank you for your kind message. She was a great day indeed.
Morstad Family - October 14, 2019 at 06:00 PM

“

Jim-so very sorry to hear of your mom's passing. Thinking of you & your family &
hoping you find peace & comfort in the many wonderful memories you had with your
mom. Sending love-Dawn (Lee) Laager

Dawn (Lee) Laager - October 12, 2019 at 09:10 PM

“

“

Thank you, Dawn. We do cherish the memories, and there are many.
Morstad Family - October 14, 2019 at 05:59 PM

Ann Sampson lit a candle in memory of Laverne Harriet Morstad

Ann Sampson - October 12, 2019 at 08:06 PM

“

Then you for your thoughts and prayers.
Morstad Family - October 14, 2019 at 05:56 PM

“

Linda Shea lit a candle in memory of Laverne Harriet Morstad

Linda Shea - October 11, 2019 at 05:27 PM

“
“

Thank you, Linda. You, as well as all the other Pointe staff, were so very kind to Laverne.
Morstad Family - October 14, 2019 at 05:55 PM

So sorry to hear about Laverne passing away.
I was married to David Morstad. (Optometrist -Minot)
We used to get together with Neal and Laverne in Minn.
and Mesa. Always a good time.
Marilyn Morstad, GF,
Marilyn Morstad - October 19, 2019 at 10:32 PM

