Kenneth R. Rose
August 15, 1931 - October 3, 2018

Kenneth Roger Rose, 87, passed away peacefully on October 3, 2018 surrounded by
family.
Ken was born on August 15, 1931 in Lanesboro, MN and raised on a farm in Highland,
MN. After graduating from Lanesboro High School, he received his B.S. in Agriculture
Economics from the University of Minnesota in 1954. He served in the U.S. Navy from
1951-1956 and later completed graduate work at the University of Minnesota and
Colorado State University.
Ken’s Christian faith was very important to him and he was baptized as an adult after
moving to Pipestone, MN in 1957. There, he met his loving wife of 59 years, Marilyn (Pahl)
while working as the County Extension Agent. In 1971, Ken, Marilyn and their four
daughters moved to Fergus Falls, MN where he was the West Ottertail County Extension
Director until his retirement in 1989.
He was a longtime active member of the Kiwanis club, NARFE and First Lutheran Church.
Ken wore many hats, literally and figuratively. After retirement, he kept busy volunteering
as a Sunday school teacher, cemetery sexton and at the food shelf. He was a gardener,
golfer, card player and a popcorn maker. He had wonderful friends he saw daily at coffee
club.
Ken was an outdoorsman and would often retell his memories of deer hunting in
Wyoming, trout fishing in Canada and walleye fishing on Lake of the Woods. He was
known for his kindness and sweet nature, and took a keen interest in getting to know
people. His greatest joy was his family, especially his grandchildren and recently, great
grandchildren.
He is survived by his wife Marilyn; daughters, Cindy Western (Paul) of Minneapolis, Kathy
Rose (Nick Baumann) of White Bear Lake, Janine Rose (Kraig Anderson) of Scandia, and
Karen Rose of Fergus Falls; grandchildren, Jon, Lisa, Matt, Noah, Hannah, Jack, Sam,

and Ben; and great grandchildren, Gracie, Avery, Jack, and Emma.
Ken was preceded in death by his parents Alvin and Josie (Langord), siblings Donald,
Glen, Phyllis, and great granddaughter Darla.
Visitation: 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, October 10, 2018 at the funeral home and will resume
one hour prior to the service at the church.
Service: 2 p.m. Thursday, October 11, 2018 at First Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls, MN
Clergy: Reverend Gretchen Enoch
Military Participation: Fergus Falls V. F.W. Post 612 and American Legion Post 30
Interment: First Lutheran North Cemetery, Fergus Falls, MN
Arrangements provided by Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls
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Comments

“

I have known Ken and Marilyn for many years after knowing their daughter, Karen,
for as long. Ken has always been a kind and pleasant man each time I met up with
him. I know his family will miss him deeply. My thoughts and prayers go out to his
family. Karen S.

Karen S. - October 16, 2018 at 07:20 PM

“

I have some very old memories of our families friendship when my dad Ray Newell
was a county agent in Marshall and Ken in Pipestone- then many years later as
young adult, Ken and Marilyn befriended my husband and me in Fergus Falls.
Blessed be the memory of Ken, his kindness and always taking time to listen
remembered! Mike and Jo Lathrop

jo Lathrop - October 10, 2018 at 07:41 PM

“

Harold Stanislawski lit a candle in memory of Kenneth R. Rose

Harold Stanislawski - October 10, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

I will always have fond memories of my Extension agent friend Ken Rose. Ken had a
witty sense of humor and was a great friend and a strong supporter of agriculture, 4H, and his community. I had the good fortune of following Ken when he retired as I
began my extension duties in Otter Tail County. He left me a very detailed and
instructive note that I found in my desk when I started.....it was all wisdom with a lot
of humor enclosed! Ken...rest in peace my friend.
Harold Stanislawski

Harold Stanislawski - October 10, 2018 at 04:22 PM

“

Mark&LuAnn DeMartelaere lit a candle in memory of Kenneth R. Rose

Mark&LuAnn DeMartelaere - October 09, 2018 at 11:37 AM

“

Gaylan Thormodson lit a candle in memory of Kenneth R. Rose

Gaylan Thormodson - October 07, 2018 at 07:11 PM

“

Linda Hallisey lit a candle in memory of Kenneth R. Rose

Linda Hallisey - October 07, 2018 at 04:03 PM

“

Christine Andrews lit a candle in memory of Kenneth R. Rose

Christine Andrews - October 07, 2018 at 10:42 AM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of "Uncle Roger" (as we knew him). Especially, those,
of when the families got together for family summer vacations up north! Uncle Roger was
always willing to play with all the kids, so much fun, great sense of humor, and a very
wonderful and kind man in every way. We will all miss Uncle Ken, so much! Thinking about
all of you, at this extremely difficult time. It is very hard to believe, it has been over 9 years,
when we were all together for our Dad's (Glenn), funeral. Uncle Ken is now with his loving
brothers, Glenn and Donald, his sister, Phylis, and beloved mother and father, Josie and
Alvin. If we can not be with all of you on Thursday, please know we will be, in spirit.
Christine Andrews - October 07, 2018 at 10:57 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Ken. Dennis has been in the hospital and I don't see a way to get to
the service. Please know our thoughts and prayers are with you. Doris/Dennis Johnson
Dennis and Doris Johnson - October 07, 2018 at 03:29 PM

“

I recall Ken as his being spiritually keen--a loving man who always thought the best of his
fellow citizens. He freely shared his knowledge of agricultural developments and was ever
eager to research correct solutions for various garden problems. At one point we were
thrilled that he and Marilyn were investigating taking up residency at our village cooperative
but alas! Unexpected health developments precluded that possibility. Meanwhile, our
Kiwanis chapter will miss his weekly visits dearly.
Garland D. Carlson - October 09, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Great memories of Ken as the Extension Agent and especially his work with the the 4-H
clubs. He was appreciated by both the 4-Hers and adult leaders. Our thoughts and prayers
are with his family.
Roger and Kathy Bergren, Pelican Rapids, MN
Kathy Bergren - October 10, 2018 at 08:11 PM

“

I had Good time hunting with ken in wyoming.nothing like a good game of cards after
a day of hunting.will be missed but always remembered. Mark w Handegaard

Mark w handegaard - October 05, 2018 at 09:17 PM

