John Koepcke
May 12, 1933 - October 6, 2020

John Martens Koepcke, of Fergus Falls, MN, formerly St. Anthony Village and Shorewood
in Minneapolis, passed away peacefully on Tuesday October 6, 2020 at the age of 87.
Preceded in death by wife, Beverly; parents, Dr. Gerald and Lorraine Koepcke; siblings,
Marlene Bartlett and Janet Steller; father and mother-in-law, Lester and Carolee Wilcox,
and brother and sister-in-law, Richard and Peggy Wilcox. Survived by wife, Carol; brother,
Steve (Marilyn); son, Paul; daughters, Nancy (Gene) Hoff and Karen (Pat) Morgan;
stepsons, Paul (Theresa) Doyle and Dave (Becky) Doyle; 15 grandchildren; one greatgrandchild; brothers and sisters-in-law, Charles (Barbara) Wilcox, Lowell (Doris) Wilcox,
Ardyce (Dennis) Purdy, and Ellen (Curtis) Lodin and many other family members and dear
friends.
John was born to parents Dr. Gerald and Lorraine Koepcke on May 12, 1933 in
Minneapolis, MN. He was the second child in a family of four children, grew up in South
Minneapolis and graduated from Washburn High School after attending two years at
Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, MI. College years were spent at the Institute of Technology
at the University of MN/College of Mechanical Engineering. He met Beverly Becker during
his first year in college at a church camp through the Walther League and they were
married before he graduated. A job with Carrier in Syracuse New York and a job back in
MN with Honeywell prepared him to start his own business, Centraire Inc. in 1967. Settling
down in St. Anthony Village in Minneapolis, raising three children. He was very active as a
school board member, church board member and enjoyed neighborhood dance and
bridge clubs.
With the loss of Bev in 1995, a grief support group led him to Carol Doyle, an RN and
good dancer. They were wed October 4, 1997. They moved to Carol’s family farm in 1998
raising horses and establishing themselves within the community, becoming active
members of Faith Lutheran Church in Pelican Rapids and mentors for young people
through the Kinship Program in Fergus Falls. They enjoyed time together on their 100year old farm.

John was never one to sit still. He was a supporter of the University of Minnesota College
of Mechanical Engineering and served on a number of boards including Faith Lutheran
and Lake Region Electrical Cooperative and Pelican Rapids Library Foundation. He also
enjoyed singing barbershop with the guys of Heart O’ Lakes Harmony. He kept active with
all his hobbies and exercising every day. He was proud of his model boat building, chip
carving, writing and sketch drawings.
Memories of a fulfilling and wonderful life who wanted to share it with others. Heaven has
received a gem. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.
Visitation: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Monday October 12th, 2020 at Olson Funeral Home, 711
Pebble Lake Road, Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
A Memorial Service will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 25th at 1:00 in Faith
Lutheran Church in Pelican Rapids with Rev. Michael Buller officiating.
Family and friends will be welcome at Church following the guidelines currently
established by the MN Department of Health and the CDC. Those who would like to be a
part of the Service on Zoom should contact the Church Office by calling; (218) 863-6450
or emailing; faithoffice@loretel.net for contact information and an invitation to participate.
Celebration of Life/Memorial service to be held Spring 2021 in the Twin Cities.
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Events
OCT
12

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road, Fergus Falls, MN, US, 56537

OCT
25

Memorial Service

01:00PM

Faith Lutheran Church
423 South Broadway, Pelcian Rapids, MN, US, 56572

Comments

“

Carol and members of the family.
I am so sorry to hear about the loss of John. I just found out today! I am the CEO of
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge. 30 years ago John helped keep the
organization alive! I had taken over the organization with huge debt, the previous
director had been asked to leave because of moral failure, the program had no
assets and all we had was one discouragement after another. We had acquired an
old condemned 4-plex. John and Centraire donated a new heating system for us.
This was one of the first major donations and keep the ministry alive. He was a "Godsent". We are forever indebted to him. This world has lost a great man!
God bless,
Rich Scherber CEO
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge

Rich Scherber - November 23 at 11:04 AM

“

Our sincere condolences to Carol and the family of John Koepcke.
Kathy and I remember John for his great smile and warm greeting at church or on the
street.
I appreciated the fact that he loved to sing and sang in the Faith Church Choir and
the Barbershoppers.
We will truly miss him.
Jeff and Kathy Johnson

Jeff Johnson - October 31 at 03:45 PM

“

Hal & June Wentzel lit a candle in memory of John Koepcke

Hal & June Wentzel - October 25 at 08:27 AM

“

Dearest Carol,
We were so surprised to hear of John's passing. We have had you in our prayers and
thoughts. How wonderful though that you two had 25 years of companionship. We so
enjoyed our visits with you both. I remember when you two were first married you
would tell us, "You've got to meet my John." There was a lot of music in your voice! I
always looked forward to his wonderful photos every Christmas. And the osprey nest!
What a delight to watch them through the telescope. Know that you are in our
prayers. We loved John and we love you. And praise our Lord, we will meet once
again in eternity. Praise you Jesus.
Love, Jim and Nancy Klusman

James Klusman & Nancy Klusman - October 23 at 03:11 PM

“

2 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - October 17 at 12:08 PM

“

Sending our deepest sympathy To Carol and family. Elaine and Charlie Blixt

Elaine A Blixt - October 13 at 09:02 PM

“

Our prayer is for peace and comfort for John's family at this difficult time. Gerald &
Lorraine Drews

Gerald & Lorraine Drews - October 11 at 10:17 AM

“

John was known to me as Gentleman John. His gentle words of assurance and
guidance to many, made him a mentor and role model where ever he traveled. He
was always so humble, kind and an encourager to all. Our love, thoughts and
prayers go out to Carol and their families. As we all are saddened by the loss of
John, we can also rejoice in truly knowing that our loss is Heaven's gain. We love
you Brother!

Brent E. Frazier - October 09 at 11:22 AM

“

My sympathy goes out to John and Carols family. They recently moved into the
Village Cooperative where I live and we were neighbors . I always enjoyed walking
down the hall to see what new sketch he would have on his wall.
.

Mary Donley - October 09 at 10:47 AM

“

Dear Carol, I'm so sorry to hear about John. Even tho I didnt know him, I know he was very
nice to send you on your way with us girls. May the Lord give you comfort. Praying for you
as you go through this next week. Love in Christ..Susan
Susan VanderWal/Faber - October 10 at 11:06 PM

“

One of John's favorite views, Lake Minnie, Osprey nest, looking south out of the farm
house. We are so happy it is now ours. We love the farm and are so honored to be
part of the history of it with John and Carol. We are going to miss John stopping by to
check on us. He is going to be missed.

Chad VanWatermulen - October 09 at 09:51 AM

“

Yes it was. A very calming, peaceful place to live and visit. So happy it is your family's now
to enjoy.
Nancy Hoff - October 11 at 03:52 PM

“

Bernie & Sharon Erickson lit a candle in memory of John Koepcke

Bernie & Sharon Erickson - October 08 at 09:26 PM

“

Forrest And Rachelle Hanson lit a candle in memory of John Koepcke

Forrest and Rachelle Hanson - October 08 at 08:17 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Carol and John’s family! Prayers!

Don & LaVonne Ruud - October 08 at 06:40 PM

“

The first year I was in our barbershop chorus, and attended the banquet, John and Carol
where intentional about sitting on a table with the new guy. They made my wife and me feel
so welcome, and John was especially good with his genuine desire to know who we were
as he and Carol shared the evening with the new guy and his wife.
A couple years later I had the privilege of having John as a part of the congregation at Faith
Lutheran as I served as interim pastor. True to who he was as a person, his faith in God
made itself known as a faithful part of the congregation in so many ways. For me his
supportive words and encouragement is something I will always cherish. Till we meet again
my brother...
Pastor Phil Johnson
Philip Johnson - October 12 at 09:58 AM

“

This is a great picture of John and captures his warmth and kind disposition. We are
saddened by his passing but uplifted and grateful in remembering him and all the wonderful
times we shared including visits to the farm and seeing him perform with the Heart O'
Lakes Harmony chorus. John brought that sense of harmony with him out into the world as
he connected with people by taking a genuine interest in them and listening to what they
had to say. Our deepest sympathy to Carol and family, and John's family including a greatgrandchild who will hear stories about his talented great-grandpa who loved people and
had such a youthful zest for life. Remember we can never be truly separated from those we
love no matter what. As St. John Chrysostom said: "Those whom we love and lose are no
longer where they were before. They are now wherever we are." We'll miss you John but
send our love and thanks for the happy memories and ways you made a difference in our
lives.
Shirley & Pat Doyle
Shirley K Doyle - October 13 at 02:26 PM

“

Dear Carol & family, We were so saddened to hear of John's passing. You have our
deepest sympathy. John was a special man in so many ways. Harold will forever remember
how good John was to him, taking him to the boat show in Nevis. a very special day they
had together. Then singing in Faith Lutheran Church Choir. We will miss John & the many
ways he made a difference in all that knew him. Our prayers to you Carol & family. Karen &
Harold Osten.
Harold & Karen Osten - October 13 at 11:51 PM

“

Carol and family, It is with heavy hearts that we send our condolences to each of you. We
feel so blessed to have had time with John.He leaves a legacy of love and joy for us all. He
was such a talented, up-beat and gentle person who loved life. He gave so much of himself
to his family, friends and the community; selflessly doing what he could to make the world a
better place for all.I loved seeing him walk into our library drawing class; always with a big
smile on his face and eager to proudly share his latest drawing. A true gift from God, he
wove a strong Christian thread through all our lives. God gave us all many happy years and
lots beautiful memories of John. Let those be a comfort to us all as we celebrate John’s life.
Lila and Alex Stoffel
Lila Stoffel - October 14 at 04:25 PM

