Gilbert Garza
July 30, 1942 - October 11, 2020

Gilbert Garza, 78 of Battle Lake, MN died on October 11, 2020 at the LifeSong Residence
in Fergus Falls.
Gilbert was born on July 30, 1942 in La Pryor, TX to Gabriel and Maria Garza. He was the
youngest boy of eleven children.
He met his wife, Patricia “Pat” Strand, in Fargo, North Dakota during the summer of 1960.
They were married July 13, 1963 in Dilworth, MN.
They moved to Minneapolis where he earned his journeyman degree in auto repair and
learned to paint cars. In 1972, his family moved to their home on Round Lake. Two years
later he opened his own business, Garza’s Body and Paint Shop. He specialized in
custom paint jobs for everything from cars, boats and motorcycles to jet skis, snowmobiles
and golf carts. His shop door was always open, and he loved visits from friends, neighbors
and anyone passing by. He was famous for his garbage can birthday parties that were
held in his shop for many years. Gilbert continued working on projects well past his
retirement.
Gilbert was an extremely talented man and naturally gifted self-taught artist. He worked in
a variety of mediums including oil painting and iron and metal sculpting. Inspired by the
world around him, he loved fashioning objects from repurposed metal parts. He enjoyed
fishing, bowling, Tejano music, decorating the house and yard for holidays, classic cars
and a Shoreline hamburger (iceberg lettuce, no cheese!).
He enjoyed traveling and had visited all but four of the states in the U.S. He and Pat made
an annual trip to Mazatlán, Mexico for nearly thirty years. During the last ten years of their
visits, they volunteered at the Vineyard Church and Ministries helping those in need. He
also enjoyed frequent visits to the East Coast to see his daughter, son-in-law and
grandson. He loved the architecture in New England and especially loved his visit to New
York City.

Gilbert was a long-time member of Zion Lutheran Church in Amor where he always
volunteered to wash dishes after their Fall Supper. He also volunteered for the Community
Christmas Dinner in Battle Lake for several years. He was involved with the Big Brother
Big Sister Program and was a member of Art of The Lakes.
He was preceded in death by his parents, four brothers and three sisters.
He is survived by his wife, two children; Rick (Julie Borges) Garza and Maria (Jeff)
Rougvie, three sisters, seven grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.
Memorials are preferred to LB Hospice, Vineyard Church in Mazatlan, or Zion Lutheran
Church of Amor.
A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 17th at Zion Lutheran
Church in Amor. Due to COVID-19, masks and social distancing will be greatly
appreciated and there will be no lunch served. The memorial service will be recorded for
those unable to attend, please refer back to the funeral home website and Gilbert’s tribute
wall for a link to view the recording.
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Olson Funeral Home - October 21, 2020 at 08:49 AM

“

For those unable to attend Gilbert's memorial service today, you can watch it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ert5WPiau-g

Maria Rougvie - October 17, 2020 at 11:15 PM

“

Terry Jensen lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Terry Jensen - October 19, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Gilbert, we had lots of good times back in the 80's Great garbage can
parties, He pretty much taught me how to lay that perfect coat of paint, He will be missed,
My thoughts and prayers are with You all Pat and family. Terry Jensen
Terry Jensen - October 19, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

Lots of fun in the 80's with Pat & Gilbert: card club (when we didn't always play
cards), garbage can parties, road trip to Wheaton to see Charlie Pride, Halloween
fun, and mini-reunions every summer since we moved out of state. Gilbert was a
great guy. We send our sincere sympathy to Pat and family. Rick & Sue Trollier

Sue Trollier - October 17, 2020 at 04:41 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Pat and family.

Crystal Asche - October 17, 2020 at 01:52 PM

“

Garza was such a great guy, always ready to inflate my innertubes. Many memories
over the years, I am so, so sorry for your loss.
Lisa and Roger Rains

lisa and roger rains - October 16, 2020 at 12:22 PM

“

Chuck And Cheri Sherbrooke lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Chuck and Cheri Sherbrooke - October 16, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

Gilbert was a good neighbor, always quick to do a kindness. I will miss hearing the
Tejano music playing in his garage and his fun sense of humor. His life was a
blessing.
Jackie Prince

Jackie Prince - October 15, 2020 at 01:34 PM

“

Steve Mortenson lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Steve Mortenson - October 15, 2020 at 09:52 AM

“

We are so so sad in our hearts. We never got in another hamburger and conversation at
TWilleys or the Shoreline with Pat and Gilbert. "Never put off until tomorrow what we could
have done together NOW/TODAY. GOD BLESS AND KEEP YOU GARZA FAMILY. PAT,
we'll be talking.
Diane Hahn - October 17, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

Gilbert was a Wonderful friend and neighbor. He will be missed. My condolences to
Pat and the rest of the family.

Thomas Colman - October 14, 2020 at 09:02 PM

“

I remember many years ago my brother Adrian and I would stop by, when visiting our
grandparents (Blair and Dorothy) and head into the shop and look at all the cool
cars/toys in there. He’d put up with us crazy kids for quite sometime before he
politely told us to go back home. :) The McNulty family sends its condolences and will
be praying for the Garza family in these tough times.

Daniel McNulty - October 14, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

Wendy Clark lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Wendy Clark - October 14, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

Crysta Hanson lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Crysta Hanson - October 14, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Pat, thinking of you and your family at this difficult time. Sending hugs and prayers.

Dale and Lois Werner - October 14, 2020 at 11:22 AM

“

Pat & Family, so sorry for your loss. Know that my thoughts and prayers are with you.

Joan Brusven - October 14, 2020 at 10:06 AM

“

Janyne Hoff lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Janyne Hoff - October 14, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

Dear Pat & family~ our sympathies on the loss of Gilbert. We always enjoyed visiting
with him at church. I’m sure we will continue to look for him every time we drive by
your house for some time. We send our friendship, love & prayers to you.

Steve & Pam Hedstrom - October 13, 2020 at 08:35 PM

“

Gilbert was a beloved member of our family. Visiting Las Vegas and NYC with him
were two of many unforgettable times together. His love of his Grandson Nash and
interest in his journey was enthusiastic and heartfelt. We'll remember you always.

Jeff Rougvie - October 13, 2020 at 08:20 PM

“

John Oksness lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

John Oksness - October 13, 2020 at 02:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Maria Rougvie - October 13, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

We are so glad we got to spend time with Gilbert and Pat during their visits to
Massachusetts. May his memory be a blessing.

Farrell Gerasev Family - October 13, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Steve And Wendy Ellman lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Steve and Wendy Ellman - October 13, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Jodi Fyhrie lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Jodi Fyhrie - October 13, 2020 at 01:06 PM

“

Deane Williams lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

Deane Williams - October 13, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Chuck&wanda Taylor lit a candle in memory of Gilbert Garza

chuck&wanda taylor - October 13, 2020 at 10:49 AM

