Eugene Manning
June 12, 1933 - September 10, 2020

Eugene Manning, 87, of Fergus Falls, died Thursday, September 10, 2020, at Park
Gardens Senior Living in Fergus Falls.
He was born June 12, 1933 on the family farm in Green Meadow township near Gary,
Minnesota, to Evert and Bergetta (Habeck) Manning. He was the seventh of eight
children. Gene attended country school and graduated from Gary High School in 1951. He
worked on his family farm for two years while his younger brother finished high school
(and always talked fondly about farming). He attended Moorhead State Teachers College
from 1953 to 1957, graduating with a BA in elementary education. On June 2, 1957 (his
college graduation day), he married Helen (Rud) Manning of Bagley, MN. He immediately
entered six months of active duty training in the Minnesota National Guard in Missouri and
Georgia. After completing his service, he joined Helen in Thief River Falls where he began
teaching 6th grade. In 1958 their son Steven was born, followed by Mark three years later
in 1961. In 1963, Gene accepted a teaching and Principal position at McKinley Elementary
School in Fergus Falls, MN. In 1964 he completed his master’s degree in education at the
University of North Dakota (Grand Forks). The following year, his son David was born.
During the next 32 years Gene would serve in turn as Principal for each of the seven
elementary schools in Fergus Falls. He retired from the Fergus Falls Public Schools in
1995. He lived his life investing in the future and investing in kids.
He and Helen were deeply involved in their church. He was confirmed at Ada Lutheran
Church in Ada, MN. He served as Director of Christian Education at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Thief River Falls, MN. He taught Sunday School for decades, participated in
family bible study groups, served many years on church council, and sang in church choir
most of his life.
Gene loved music. He played violin and mandolin. In his youth he sang with his brothers
at dances and on the radio. He sang in school vocal groups, sang at home, at church, in
the car, and whenever he could.

Gene served as a Rotarian in the Fergus Falls Rotary Club for five decades. He and
Helen hosted dozens of exchange students, making friends around the world.
Gene and Helen loved traveling and visited most of the US, Europe, and visited relatives
in Norway five times.
Gene is preceded in death by his wife Helen; his parents; three sisters, Eveline (Roy)
Bennefield, Helen (Irving) Grieve, Dorothy (Floyd) Meyers, and four brothers Lawrence
“Bud” Manning, Marvin Manning, Duane Manning, and Kenneth “Kenny” Manning.
He is survived by his sons, Dr. Steven Manning of St. Paul, MN, Rev. Mark (Joyce)
Manning of Granite Falls, MN, and David (Heidi) Manning of Dallas, PA. He is also
survived by six grandchildren: Siri (Spencer) Livdahl of St. Paul, MN, Britta Manning of St.
Paul, MN, Erik Manning of Fargo, ND, Kurt Manning of Moorhead, MN, Zachary Manning
of Rochester, NY, and Ian Manning of Dallas, PA.
Walk-Through-Visitation: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Thursday, September 17, 2020 at the
Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls, MN.
Graveside Service: 3:00 p.m., Friday, September 18, 2020 at Bethlehem Cemetery,
Fergus Falls, MN
Clergy: Reverend Susan Tjornehoj
Interment: Bethlehem Cemetery, Fergus Falls.
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Graveside Service

Olson Funeral Home - Yesterday at 09:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Olson Funeral Home - Yesterday at 06:34 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the whole family. Gene was a wonderful man and
great friend to our family, especially mom and dad. (Phil & Jeannie)
Jana, Andy, Tyler & Chris Rooney

Jana Rooney - September 17 at 06:42 PM

“

Farewell to another of the great mentors I had growing up on Linwood Court, truly a
cherished memory! Thoughts and prayers to the family at this difficult time~~~

Tony Rendz - September 17 at 05:45 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

David Manning - September 17 at 10:29 AM

“

For those of you who don't use Facebook, I wrote this tribute to my Dad last
weekend, and I'm happy to share it with you again here:
Many of you knew my father well (and knew of his health struggles with dementia
and cancer over the past few years). For those of you who didn’t know him so well,
let me tell you a little bit about my Dad.
He was the kind of Daddy who lit up with a smile whenever a child was in the room.
He always engaged with children. He was the kind of Daddy who always had room
on his lap and who sometimes lifted you up to the ceiling. He was the kind of Daddy
who got on the floor to play with you and never tired of reading bedtime stories. He
would sing you to sleep and let you sleep in his room on scary nights. He was a Dad
who read Bible stories, lead devotions, and always took us with to church. He was
the kind of Dad who took us camping in the woods, hiking at Maplewood, and
snowmobiling across the countryside. He was the kind of Dad who let you use his
tools and always had time to help fix your friends’ bicycles. On hot summer days he
was a Dad who would load all the neighborhood kids in the car and go to Pebble
Beach or waterskiing at Jewett Lake. He would stop for Dilly Bars on the way home.
On cold days he would take a group of us to explore the tunnels at McKinley School
or to burn-off energy in the gym. He was a Dad who did not bring his work home, but
he brought his kids to work so we understood where and why he worked. He was the
kind of Dad who watched you grow, succeed, fail, and repeat. He was always there
to help and teach, and he told you often how proud he was of you and your
achievements. He and Mom were always in the audience. He was a Dad who loved
the chance to again watch kids grow when his grandchildren arrived. He would
dedicate his senior years to doing all these things over again with each of them.
If you knew my Dad, I’m happy to have shared him with you. If you didn’t know him, I
hope you know someone like him. He was the kindest and strongest person I’ve ever
known, and I was lucky to call him Dad. I shall miss him every day and am blessed to
part of him with me forever.
Dave

David Manning - September 17 at 10:24 AM

“

Your dad was my uncle. He was my dad’s brother. I always had so much respect for him
and your mother. I loved them both.
Shirley Manning Porter - September 17 at 11:49 AM

“

Thank you David for the kind words about your dad. Hugs to all of you.
Liz Johnson (one of the Searles girls)
Liz Johnson - Yesterday at 10:09 PM

“

Gene Manning was the principal at the first school I taught at. Always friendly, caring,
concerned and willing to help. He was one of a kind. Rest In Peace!

Angel Bremseth - September 17 at 08:31 AM

“

Gene Manning seemed caring towards people. There was a sense about him that he
nurtured others. The few times that Gene and Helen and I were in conversation at
Bethlehem, I always came away more hopeful, happy, and inspired. What a gentle,
intuitive man and fellow musician Gene Manning was. Rest in peace, dear friend.
Love and comfort to all the Manning family.

Susan Elaine Sanner - September 16 at 08:36 PM

“

Such fond memories of Mr. Manning from my Elementary school years. May he Rest
In Peace.

Abby Dalzell - September 16 at 08:34 PM

“

RIP Mr. Manning. My condolences to the family. He was a sweetheart!!

Lesley Svendsgaard - September 16 at 02:53 PM

“

Gene was my principal for many years. He was humble and caring. He was the most
intelligent person I ever had the honor to know. He knew about so many things! He
was a lifetime learner and encouraged his teachers and school kids to be the best
they could be and always keep learning. He always had energy to spare. He loved
spirited discussions of issues in the lounge. He left a wonderful legacy of all the
teachers and kids he positively influenced. Blessed be the memory of Gene
Manning. May he be happy in heaven with Helen and enjoy a deserved Rest In
Peace.

Sue and Richard Hanneman - September 16 at 11:46 AM

“

My condolences to the sons of Uncle Eugene and aunt Helen, The memories were
many . He Was the last of the family to pass and join the many brothers and sisters
already in Heaven. His time on earth was blessed not only with a wonderful wife but
three sons , he was a good parent and a good counselor to many as they grew an
developed into wonderful people. God has finally taken him home and we can look
back on his life and know that God used him to touch many so rejoice. I remember
wonderful times at family reunions and just having coffee. As we say goodbye to a
wonderful man we also know deep in our hearts that he has a place already set for
him in heaven . Our prayers and condolences to Steven, Mark and David their
immediate families. Thomas Manning and sister Jeanne Hackette

thomas manning - September 16 at 11:26 AM

“

Mr. Manning hired me for my first teaching job out of college. It's what brought us to
Fergus Falls. He was my principal for 6 years and it is true, as others have said, he
truly cared about kids. He also cared about his teachers. As a first year teacher, he
was there to answer questions and help when I needed it, but he also trusted me and
let me figure it out on my own. I always appreciated that one of the first things he
offered, was an invite to his church. He cared not only about "the job" but about the
rest of life.

Cindy Rogness - September 16 at 09:59 AM

“

A good friend and neighbor. When we moved to Fergus, we became part of the
Lindwood Court "family". Our young family was immediately embraced by the
wonderful "court" community. We were surrounded by wonderful neighbors, among
them Helen and Gene and their family of boys. Helen and I became fast friends.
Gene was focused on our children. He truly was drawn to children and their needs.
He was our own "Mr. Rogers". His mantra throughout life in education was always "Is
it good and beneficial for students(children). Throughout the years, whenever we
met, the first thing he would ask is, "How are the kids?" He would want to know what
they were up to. He would follow this up with a particular incident he would
remember about one of them. Our children have held Gene in high esteem
throughout the years. Many of our grandchildren have spent an afternoon on the
floor, playing board games or card games. "Is it good for kids?" With Gene, it was
always good for kids! Blessed be his memory.

becky engleson - September 16 at 08:14 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss.
Mr. Manning was such a kind and gentle person. He always smiling and willing to
talk. He was my Principal at McKinley School Kindergarten through 6th grade.
My sincere sympathy to his family, relatives & friends.
Cindy Swanson

Cindy Swanson - September 16 at 03:41 AM

“

There are very few childhood memories that don't include Gene, Helen, Steve, Mark
and David! Riding in the Rambler, tons of lake memories including the boat Gene
built, trips to Maplewood, gatherings on Sunday afternoons. . .but my favorites were
getting to go to McKinley on a Saturday afternoon and running up and down the
hallways and playing in the gym with whatever us kids wanted to play with. Never
lost for words - I always enjoyed my visits with Gene and Helen while they still lived
on Linwood and when they moved to Park Gardens. My last memory of him is of him
giving a kiss to Helen as she lay in her casket about to enter the sanctuary at her
funeral. I'm so very sorry for your loss Steve, Mark and David and your families. Your
folks are true treasures in my memory forever!!!
Love, Jean

Jean Lacher - September 15 at 03:32 PM

“

Marti Severson lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Marti Severson - September 15 at 03:08 PM

“

Mr. Manning was always a favorite of mine even though I only attended his
elementary school for 2 years. Years later when visiting my mom at Park Gardens, I
got a chance to chat with Gene and share my admiration of him. I even found an old
picture of him that I had saved for over 45 years and shared it with him. He got a
chuckle out of that. My sympathies to the Manning family.

Nancy Heck - September 15 at 11:20 AM

“

Brenda Kilde Umlauf lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Brenda Kilde Umlauf - September 14 at 06:55 PM

“

Carla Tweeton lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Carla Tweeton - September 14 at 10:38 AM

“

Brenda Daniels lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Brenda Daniels - September 14 at 08:39 AM

“

Mr Manning was one of a kind! His spirit and sense of humor, love and concern for
others will be missed greatly. My sympathy to his family.

Laurie Schroeder - September 14 at 02:09 AM

“

Jana Thorsen lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Jana Thorsen - September 13 at 11:12 PM

“

Denise Hendrickx lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Denise Hendrickx - September 13 at 07:46 PM

“

Debbie Schultz lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Debbie Schultz - September 13 at 07:09 PM

“

Dennis Hasbargen lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Dennis Hasbargen - September 13 at 11:02 AM

“

We became friends with all of the family during the years that the Manning family was a
part of Breckenridge Lutheran. Our thoughts and prayers are with you . Gene was a man
and friend that will not be forgotten. God's Blessings and peace to and for each of you
during these days of uncertainty and sadness.
Dennis Hasbargen - September 13 at 11:11 AM

“

Brenda Boese lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Brenda Boese - September 12 at 10:09 PM

“

I had the honor to care for Eugene when I worked at Park Gardens. Such a kind
hearted man. Loved his smile! My thoughts are with your family as you find your new
normal

cindy Swenson - September 12 at 06:55 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with Gene for "15" years as a fellow principal. I really
didn't appreciate just how good he was until I became a superintendent. He fervently
advocated for his kids and would not step down in an argument with then his
superintendent in Fergus Falls. He was always kind to everyone-when he shouldn't
have been and always thought the best of others. He's a credit to education for all
the love given to the children in his charge.
Respectfully,
Jerry Horgen

Jerry E Horgen - September 12 at 05:44 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Principal Manning a former teacher at McKinley who will be
remembered for his kind smile. Enjoyed visiting at musical events at Concordia, FF
Community College and church events. A very special educator who was concerned
about past students always. Thought and prayers.

Beverly Grimm - September 12 at 05:35 PM

“

Jennifer Behrens Young lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Jennifer Behrens Young - September 12 at 03:28 PM

“

Shelly Bartels lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Shelly Bartels - September 12 at 01:19 PM

“

Lori Ryan lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Lori Ryan - September 12 at 11:47 AM

“

Wendy Clark lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Wendy Clark - September 12 at 08:30 AM

“

Mary Jo And Marian Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - September 12 at 12:22 AM

“

Gene was my principal at school for a number of years. I consider him a true leader
and friend. One of the many beauties in having Gene as a leader was he always put
kids first. His heart was completely in education. He was open to change and I
valued his support in my endeavors. If there were two words to describe him, it would
simply be kind and good. He was the very BEST!! Blessed be the memory of Gene
Manning.

Mark Boen - September 11 at 09:17 PM

“

Stacey Herbel lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Stacey Herbel - September 11 at 08:43 PM

“

Jean Tommerdahl lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Jean Tommerdahl - September 11 at 08:20 PM

“

Deane Williams lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Deane Williams - September 11 at 04:22 PM

“

Lee G Nelson lit a candle in memory of Eugene Manning

Lee G Nelson - September 11 at 03:48 PM

“

Ann Sampson sent a virtual gift in memory of Eugene Manning

Ann Sampson - September 11 at 03:04 PM

“

I worked at a grade school where Gene was the principal, and he was so very caring and
thoughtful to everyone. Sympathy to his family.
Carol Thorsen - September 16 at 01:49 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to the Manning family. In our two visits, Gene impressed me by his zest
for life and his love for his family.
Ann Johnson - September 16 at 06:57 PM

“

I had a vivid memory of Helen and Gene Manning a couple of weeks ago. I was opening a
tea sachet (I think it was English Breakfast or Assam), and the smell brought me back to
countless times as a kid entering their house on Linwood Court and breathing in deeply. It
is one of my favorite smells ever, probably in part because I associate it with them. They
were such kind and thoughtful people. My condolences to Steven, Mark, David and their
families.
Jen Engleson Lee - September 17 at 02:25 PM

