Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik
November 3, 1947 - September 2, 2018

Donald E. Klaksvik, 70, of Underwood, died Sunday, September 2, 2018, at home with
family by his side.
Donald Eugene Klaksvik, son of Selvin and Lorraine (Wold) Klaksvik was born on
November 3, 1947 in Fergus Falls, MN. He grew up and attended Scramstad Country
School and graduated from Underwood High School. After proudly serving his country
from 1965-1968 in the US Navy as a Seabee in Vietnam, he worked road construction for
two years on I-90 in southern MN. He married Judith Pedersen and returned to his
hometown of Underwood, MN to grain and dairy farm with his father. He loved farming and
raising his three children in the country. He married Sandy Kolstad in 2007 and continued
working the land that he loved.
Don was a member of Spirit of Hope Lutheran Church-LCMC and loved his church family
there. As a previous member of Tingvold Lutheran Church he served in many capacities
on the Council. He also served on the board of the Underwood Coop Creamery and the
American Legion, of which he was a member for 51 years.
He enjoyed the small things in life like a new baby calf, the smell of fresh mown hay, the
color of a good corn crop, road trips to check crops, and eating out once in a while. He
was the most giving man, always thinking of ways to help someone else in need, whether
it be a meal, a jacket, a ride somewhere, or a $20 bill. Don was kind, gentle, a hard
worker, and had a great sense of humor. He loved his family with his whole heart and he
loved his Lord and Savior.
He was preceded in death by his parents, sister and brother-in-law, Mary and Roger
Farsdale, brother-in-law Joel Ebert, and special friend Martin Amsler.
He is survived by his best friend and wife, Sandy; his service dog, Mason; children Kristen
(Brian) Hovland; Dana (Starrla) Klaksvik; Jill (Lance) Roisum; their mother, Judy Klaksvik;
and 6 grandchildren, Sydney and Brooke Hovland, Olivia and Levi Klaksvik, and Anna and

Andon Roisum. He is also survived by Bruce (Jen) Albjerg, whom he thought of and loved
as a son, and their children, Annie, Emmy, Mily and Johanna; and by Sandy’s two sons,
Matthew Kolstad, Nathan (Kristen) Kolman and their children, Isaak Kolstad, Dylan
Kolman, Wesley and Brandon Papp. He also leaves one sister, Sue (Ron Leier) Ebert of
Rochester, MN, one aunt, Doris Schoening of Fergus Falls; sisters-in-law Sue (Bob) Klein,
Carol (John) Hamann, Beth (Emory) Splitt; several nieces, nephews and cousins; and
countless friends.
Visitation: 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, September 5, 2018 with a prayer service at 6:30 p.m.
resuming one hour prior to the service
Service: 11 a.m. Thursday, September 6, 2018 at the Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls
Clergy: Reverend Todd Hylden
Military Participation: Underwood American Legion Post 489
Interment: Tingvold, rural Underwood
Olson Funeral Home, Fergus Falls is in charge of arrangements
Online condolences may be sent to http://www.olsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

As some of you may know Uncle Don had a special place in his heart for a guy
named Martin. You may also remember that he passed away 19 years ago. Martin
and I were also good friends. It has been my pleasure to be reunited through face
book today. She asked if I could share some of her thoughts so everyone could see
them, as they were just a reply to my aunt Sue’s thoughts and memories. So the
following is from Andrea Amslers in Switzerland.

Andrea Amsler
12 days ago
To all the good ones...
It's quite a bit difficult to write in English and not knowing, who are all the people who
can read this.
I had only two years of English lessons at school 24 years ago - but for Don and all
his loved ones I try to do my best.
My first thing I heard about Don was on the phone when my loved brother Martin
called me - exactly 20 years ago - isn't that funny?
He cald his little sister in Switzerland and told me about his closest friend in the US Don Klaksvik.
A farmer with way to much work, which needs to be done and the best : such a good
heart.
Martin told me, that he feels so close to him, something so special - so much love
between the two of them.
Another year and a half past by - and I saw this man, who my brother loved so much
the first time of my life in also one from the darkest moments of my life.
Standing on the casket from my brother in Switzerland...
I will never forget this picture in my head - Don, Dana and Jamie arrived exactly on
the same time on Zurich airport like Martin died three days before... 10 a'clock in the
morning.
To look two hours later to the face from their loved, but death friend Martin Amsler.
I know, that Martin's biggest wish was, that Don ones can visit Switzerland. He talked
with me often about that on the phone. Actually every time when I had him on the
phone - which was not too often...
He tried to find out how he can get the money together, that he can pay a flight for
Don to Switzerland... I tried to help Martin, but I was just 17 years old and making my
apprenticeship...
We decided together, that when we bouth zry to dafe our money, one day we could
make it possible.
The sad thing about tje story is, that Martin in his second year in the US hadn't good
luck with his payments...
So - isn't it funny, how life sometimes goes?
Martin knew about Don's darkest time in life. And he knew, that he didn't want to get
on a plane anymore...
But his most loved friend from the States jumped over his dark shadows, did get on a
plane and was right by time on the funeral from his loved friend from Switzerland.
They could jus stay for three days in Switzerland, before they had to get back to the
US.

But this three days were for all of us from the Amsler family so important!!!
Don and Jamie were for me the light in this dark time of life. Like a candle, they
emblazoned in me this light which help me keeping on breathing and living without
my loved brother on this earth.
Dear Don I didn't talked to you for years - you didn't know that Martin's little baby sister already
have five kids - between the ages of nine til two.
About 10 days ago I had to think about Don so much... He and Sandy always jumped
in my mind - again and again!
I knew I need to call them!
Three days later my brother Adrian told my parents, that Don is really sick.
I wanted to call him and tell him, that he doesn't need to be afraid from his death because I know that all his loved ones, which already past by, are waiting for him...
I wanted to tell him that he please should say hy to Martin from me...
I wasn't on Facebook before - I did get on it and found Sandy!!
What luck!!!
... on the same day, when I found her, I did get the news from her, that Don died...
Dear Don
Thanks a lot for everything you did to Martin. The both of you two loved each other
so much.
I'm glad that you are now together again.
Love, Andrea Amsler

Ryan Farsdale - September 20, 2018 at 09:50 PM

“

When Don was a teenager he had a red motor scooter that he absolutely loved to
ride around the countryside on with 2 neighbor guys. Sunday afternoons in the
summer were often spent on the scooter but he had to be home in time for chores.
Another memory of him is when he and I entered the kiddies parade for the harvest
festival when we were about ages 6 and 8. We dressed as ma and pa Kettle and I
pushed him in the wheelbarrow the whole length of Underwood from the church to
the school. The craziest thing was he held a rooster that I was mortally afraid of. We
won first prize.

Sue Ebert - September 08, 2018 at 02:27 PM

“

To all the good ones...
It's quite a bit difficult to write in English and not knowing, who are all the people who can
read this.
I had only two years of English lessons at school 24 years ago - but for Don and all his
loved ones I try to do my best.
My first thing I heard about Don was on the phone when my loved brother Martin called me
- exactly 20 years ago - isn't that funny?
He cald his little sister in Switzerland and told me about his closest friend in the US - Don
Klaksvik.
A farmer with way to much work, which needs to be done and the best : such a good heart.
Martin told me, that he feels so close to him, something so special - so much love between
the two of them.
Another year and a half past by - and I saw this man, who my brother loved so much the
first time of my life in also one from the darkest moments of my life.
Standing on the casket from my brother in Switzerland...
I will never forget this picture in my head - Don, Dana and Jamie arrived exactly on the
same time on Zurich airport like Martin died three days before... 10 a'clock in the morning.
To look two hours later to the face from their loved, but death friend Martin Amsler.
I know, that Martin's biggest wish was, that Don ones can visit Switzerland. He talked with
me often about that on the phone. Actually every time when I had him on the phone - which
was not too often...
He tried to find out how he can get the money together, that he can pay a flight for Don to
Switzerland... I tried to help Martin, but I was just 17 years old and making my
apprenticeship...
We decided together, that when we bouth zry to dafe our money, one day we could make it
possible.
The sad thing about tje story is, that Martin in his second year in the US hadn't good luck
with his payments...
So - isn't it funny, how life sometimes goes?
Martin knew about Don's darkest time in life. And he knew, that he didn't want to get on a
plane anymore...
But his most loved friend from the States jumped over his dark shadows, did get on a plane
and was right by time on the funeral from his loved friend from Switzerland.
They could jus stay for three days in Switzerland, before they had to get back to the US.
But this three days were for all of us from the Amsler family so important!!!

Don and Jamie were for me the light in this dark time of life. Like a candle, they
emblazoned in me this light which help me keeping on breathing and living without my
loved brother on this earth.
Dear Don I didn't talked to you for years - you didn't know that Martin's little baby sister already have
five kids - between the ages of nine til two.
About 10 days ago I had to think about Don so much... He and Sandy always jumped in my
mind - again and again!
I knew I need to call them!
Three days later my brother Adrian told my parents, that Don is really sick.
I wanted to call him and tell him, that he doesn't need to be afraid from his death - because
I know that all his loved ones, which already past by, are waiting for him...
I wanted to tell him that he please should say hy to Martin from me...
I wasn't on Facebook before - I did get on it and found Sandy!!
What luck!!!
... on the same day, when I found her, I did get the news from her, that Don died...
Dear Don
Thanks a lot for everything you did to Martin. The both of you two loved each other so
much.
I'm glad that you are now together again.
Love, Andrea Amsler
Andrea - September 09, 2018 at 01:07 AM

“

“

What a wonderful and sweet tribute to Don. He loved you too.
Sandy Klaksvik - September 10, 2018 at 10:38 PM

Russ And Bonnie Bye lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Russ and Bonnie Bye - September 07, 2018 at 03:47 PM

“

We were sorry to hear of Don passing. He was always friendly when he was in the
office. Our thoughts are with you at this difficult time.
Sheila and Dan Saurer

Sheila Saurer - September 06, 2018 at 03:58 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Mario really enjoyed getting to know Don over the past
3 years and thinks so highly of him. Our love and prayers are with you.

Kara Beckman & Mario Fuentes - September 05, 2018 at 08:09 PM

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - September 05, 2018 at 05:56 PM

“

Tammy Smith lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Tammy Smith - September 05, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

Jill Ellingson lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Jill Ellingson - September 05, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

Tereasa Link lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Tereasa Link - September 05, 2018 at 09:20 AM

“

Herman And Carla Tysdal lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Herman and Carla Tysdal - September 04, 2018 at 11:02 PM

“

Jay & Steph Lunde lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Jay & Steph Lunde - September 04, 2018 at 08:19 PM

“

Jon, Heidi & Eli Nygaard lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Jon, Heidi & Eli Nygaard - September 04, 2018 at 08:18 PM

“

Sandy-I am so sorry for your loss

Nancy Olson - September 04, 2018 at 07:12 PM

“

Rickie & Dee Johansen lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Rickie & Dee Johansen - September 04, 2018 at 06:28 PM

“

Prayers for Don's family ..Thank You for your service to keep us free ...God bless
you..RIP...
Rickie - September 04, 2018 at 06:32 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Don's passing. I remember him from church, school and
many more events. Always smiling and made everyone around him feel so much
better. God's blessings on you all.

Candy Borgos - September 04, 2018 at 05:52 PM

“

Candy Borgos lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Candy Borgos - September 04, 2018 at 05:51 PM

“

Our deepest condolences, Don will be missed.

Teresa Platz - September 04, 2018 at 05:07 PM

“

Our sympathies to the entire family. Don was such a wonderful caring man....there
will be a void. May God help to fill it and may your memories give you comfort. Terry
and Jill Leitch

Jill and Terry Leitch - September 04, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

Keith And Michelle Pearson lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Keith and Michelle Pearson - September 04, 2018 at 02:59 PM

“

Tim Sundby lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Tim Sundby - September 04, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss, Klaksvik family. Don was a special guy, and I always enjoyed
visiting with him. He will be missed.
Tim - September 04, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

Bryan, Lisa Votaw lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Bryan, Lisa Votaw - September 04, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

Gaylan Thormodson lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Gaylan Thormodson - September 04, 2018 at 12:27 PM

“

Kris, Dana, Jill and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Even though I had not seen Don in years, I thought of him
often. My parents, Milo and Viola (Ole) have always spoken fondly of him. My girls
still talk about their trips to "the farm". We will keep you and your family in our
thoughts at this terrible time. Love to you all
Jan Carlson family

Jan Carlson - September 04, 2018 at 10:51 AM

“

3 files added to the album Aanden Pictures

Olson Funeral Home - September 04, 2018 at 09:07 AM

“

Jeff And Wendy Erickson lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Jeff and Wendy Erickson - September 04, 2018 at 08:04 AM

“

Rachelle Braun-Hanson lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Rachelle Braun-Hanson - September 04, 2018 at 06:49 AM

“

Kris
I’m so sorry for the loss of your dad!! Hold your memories close to your heart!!
((((HUGS))))
Jenn

Jennifer Young - September 04, 2018 at 04:50 AM

“

Dana, Kris and families: Our heartfelt condolences on the loss of your Father. May
God's love guide you in the trying days ahead.

Marcia Harles Johnson - September 04, 2018 at 01:01 AM

“

Don was a special man....always thinking of others, lending a hand to many and
concerned about their well being. Rest in peace my dear friend. You will be truly
missed.
Marsha

Marsha - September 03, 2018 at 10:18 PM

“

Reggie And Linda Lee lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Reggie and Linda Lee - September 03, 2018 at 08:59 PM

“

Don was a special friend and neighbor and we will miss him. Rest in peace our
friend!
Frank and Linda McKenzie

Frank and Linda McKenzie - September 03, 2018 at 05:02 PM

“

Glen And Debby Gunderson lit a candle in memory of Donald E. "Don" Klaksvik

Glen and Debby Gunderson - September 03, 2018 at 04:16 PM

