Dewayne Sjostrand
November 10, 1947 - January 12, 2022

Dewayne William Sjostrand, 74, formerly of Hazen, ND and recently of Kentucky passed
away on the evening of Wednesday, January 12, 2022 at Louisville East Post-Acute Care
Center in Louisville after a twenty-five-year battle with Parkinson’s disease. Services will
be held at 11:00 AM CST on Friday, January 21, 2022 at Olson Funeral Home in Fergus
Falls, MN with Pastor Rich Cook officiating. Burial will take place at Knollwood Cemetery
in Fergus Falls immediately following the service.
Dewayne was born November 10, 1947 in Hallock, MN to Chester and Nancy (Anderson)
Sjostrand. Dewayne graduated from Hallock High School in 1965 and furthered his
education at the Minneapolis Vocational High School and Technical Institute before
enlisting in the United States Army, earning the rank of sergeant. Dewayne served in both
Vietnam and Alaska as a radio relay operator in the signal corp before receiving his
honorable discharge in 1970. Dewayne then enrolled at Moorhead State College in
Moorhead, MN and earned a bachelor’s degree in industrial technology. While attending
MSC, he became an on-air announcer for KFNW, a Christian radio station broadcasting
out of Fargo ND. Dewayne was active with the Navigators, a collegiate ministry, and it was
through this ministry that he met and quickly married his best friend, Linda Wentzel in
1972.
Dewayne stepped away from broadcasting briefly in the mid-seventies when he was hired
by the EF Johnson company in Waseca, MN. In 1977, Dewayne moved his family which
now included a son and a daughter, Aaron and Bethany, back to Moorhead where he once
again took a position behind a microphone with KFNW.
As the 1970’s drew to a close, Dewayne made the difficult choice to change careers and
began working toward his electrician’s license. This required that he move his growing
family to western North Dakota where he would be employed in conjunction with the
developing power plants in the region and for many years with Basin Electric Power
Cooperative. He settled his family in Hazen, ND in 1979. Dewayne and Linda completed
their young family with the birth of Ann that winter. He would spend the remaining years of

his life demonstrating the love of his Savior, Jesus, to his family and to those around him.
Hazen easily and completely became Dewayne’s home. He built lifelong relationships with
his coworkers and most certainly with his church families from Beulah Baptist and New
Bethel Congregational churches. Dewayne was a volunteer firefighter and rescue squad
member. He was active in Scouting and was a member of the Gideons. He loved camping
and fishing. He was well known for his musical ability and the way he’d write Christmas
letters, and for being someone who would step up to meet a need, but he found the most
joy being present with his family and friends.
After the passing of Linda, Dewayne joined Aaron and his family in Kentucky and was
introduced to a new group of treasured friends.
Dewayne is survived by his children, Aaron (Erica) Sjostrand of Fisherville, KY; Bethany
(Kyle) Scammon of Dickinson, ND; and Ann Sjostrand of Fargo, ND; his grandchildren
Titus, Clara, Jesse, Shaun, and Maddie; his brothers-in-law Hal (June) Wentzel of
Moorhead, MN, Richard (Deb) Wentzel of Underwood, MN; his sisters-in-law Darlene
(Jeff) Hass of Fort Ransom, ND; and Lynette (Duane) Dornbusch of Fergus Falls, MN; and
his beloved cousins, nieces, and nephews, and their children.
Dewayne was preceded in death by his wife, Linda; his parents, Chester and Nancy; his
parents-in-law, Harold and Marie Wentzel, and his brother-in-law, Stuart Cox.
In lieu of flowers, gifts to the Gideons International would be appreciated, either using
memorial cards from the Funeral Home or by going to www.gideons.org.
Arrangements are provided by Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Cemetery Details
Knollwood Memorial Gardens
19123 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN

Previous Events
Visitation
JAN 21. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
info@olsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Service
JAN 21. 11:00 AM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
info@olsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall
View and Download the Funeral Program
Olson Funeral Home - January 21 at 02:10 PM

OH

1 file added to the tribute wall

Olson Funeral Home - January 21 at 01:21 PM

HW

A beautiful service for a wonderful man. What a blessing he has been to so many.
Thank you for making his funeral service available to those who could not be there to
celebrate his life with his family and friends.
In my last phone conversation with him, June of 2021, he admitted his love for ice
cream had gotten him in trouble when he went on a midnight raid of the freezer for an
ice cream fix!!!
He had a hardy laugh when he was telling me the story.
I am forever grateful to have been a friend of this kind and loving man.
Helen Weiss - January 21 at 04:00 PM

PE

To all of Dewayne's family
We were sorry to learn of Dewayne's death. Truly a fine, kind man. We are
blessed to have known him.
Sympathy and prayers.
Doug & Patty Edwards
Patty & Doug Edwards - January 21 at 03:58 PM

JG

I met Dewayne about 5 years ago when he moved to Kentucky to live with Aaron
and Erica. Dewayne dealt with Parkinson's but that did not stop him from being
kind. Seeing his faithfulness through hard things helped me, not to mention his
direct encouragement to me to not give up in my own challenges. He is a good
man and that's the highest praise I can give.
Jenny Griebenow - January 21 at 12:19 PM

GJ

Dewayne and Linda were our neighbors in Hazen for many years. Dewayne was
a friend, neighbor, mentor, and Christian brother. I so enjoyed having
conversations with him. Always intellectual, respectful, kind, and considerate. He
walked a life of devotion to our lord and integrity was his virtue. One year I was
taking a church leadership class and Dewayne was my mentor. His thought and
insight of the word was incredible. I will always cherish his friendship and look
forward to carrying on our conversations when we meet again in Heaven.
May our God bless and comfort Aaron, Beth, Ann and their families.

Gaylen & Pam Jensen
Gaylen & Pam Jensen - January 21 at 11:56 AM

RS

Robert And Joanne Stine lit a candle in memory of
Dewayne Sjostrand

Robert and Joanne Stine - January 21 at 11:36 AM

DO

Dewayne and I worked on many church and home projects together. From
prefabbing Sunday school room in the old church to pouring concrete steps (in
the middle of a snowstorm) at the new church. Yes … those church steps, what a
project, 25 years later we still laughed and ask who those two crazy guys were
pouring concrete in a snowstorm. You couldn’t ask for a better friend he’ll surely
be missed. God be with you Dewayne.

David Olson
David Olson - January 21 at 09:51 AM

I became good friends with Dewayne, Linda, and their family when they moved to
Hazen. Dewayne sang The Lord's Prayer at my wedding. My husband and I have
wonderful memories of Dewayne and Linda. We send our condolences to Aaron,
Beth, and Ann and their families. Prayers and Blessings
Marie Armbrust-Gahner and Jerry Gahner
Marie Armbrust-Gahner - January 20 at 09:55 PM

NH

I had the privilege of working with Dewayne the last few months before he retired.
As a fellow Christian there were two things he said that I found especially
encouraging. The first was to remember that I was a child of the King. The
second was the importance of focusing on my Position in Christ not my
circumstances in life.
Nathan Hotz - January 20 at 08:46 PM

RO

Dewayne was always helpful, but the time that stands out to me in particular was
when I was eight months pregnant and driving to Halliday to teach. It was the end
of February and I got a flat tire. This was before cell phones, at least before we
had cell phones, and I was waiting by the side of the road. Dewayne and his
partner pulled up behind the Pontiac. I got out and threw my arms around him in a
grateful hug, much to the surprise of his partner from the plant. They changed the
tire, and we were all on our way.
Ruth Ann Olson - January 20 at 08:13 PM

JK

Jim And Kathy lit a candle in memory of Dewayne
Sjostrand

Jim and Kathy - January 20 at 09:54 AM

EG

A life well lived. Peace and love to the family.
Eileen (Jerome) Grundstrom
Class of ‘65

Eileen Grundstrom - January 20 at 07:45 AM

Pamela Sander sent a virtual gift in memory of Dewayne
Sjostrand

Pamela Sander - January 15 at 01:42 PM

