Charles Nelson Beck
January 31, 1923 - September 12, 2017

Charles Nelson Beck, 94, a resident of Fergus Falls, died Tuesday, September 12, 2017,
at the Broen Home in Fergus Falls.
Charles was born on January 31, 1923 in Fergus Falls, Minnesota to Herman and Nellie
(Nelson) Beck. His father was a cabinet maker and from him, Charles learned a respect
for hard work as well as an appreciation for wood and for design. Young Charles spent
many hours hiking the railroad tracks near his home looking for coal, old bottles and used
copper wire to sell downtown. During his teen years he began drawing and assembling
model airplanes.
He graduated from Fergus Falls High school in 1941 and from Concordia College in
Moorhead in 1948. At Concordia he played football and basketball and worked as an
illustrator for the college newspaper. He majored in Art and his college years were most
influenced by his art instructor Cyrus Running and football coach, Jake Christiansen.
In 1943, Charles interrupted his college career to enlist in the Naval Air Corps. He trained
as a pilot in Florida, California and Michigan. On V-J Day, August 14, 1945, while home on
leave, he had his first date with his future life partner, Joyce Hagge. They were married on
September 5, 1948 in Fergus Falls. The first two years of their married life they lived in
Iowa City, Iowa where Charles completed his Master’s degree in Art at the University of
Iowa in 1950.
Returning to their hometown of Fergus Falls, Charles set up a sign painting business. At
this same time he worked in his home studio on his oil and watercolor paintings. Over the
years he painted bottling company advertising signs, he painted sales signs for the
Norby’s and O’Meara’s department stores as well as signs at the top of many local grain
elevators. In later years he spent many fall afternoons in the Ford Woody station wagon or
Chevy truck, parked along a country road, dabbing oil paint on a small canvas or mixing
watercolors to capture the countryside in his art.

Charles enrolled in additional course work at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis
during the early fifties. In 1957, the family travelled to Mexico for a three month stay in San
Miguel where Charlie studied at the International Art Institute. They made a return trip in
1973 for further study.
In 1960 Beck began teaching art at Fergus Falls Junior College. For 28 years he taught
art history, as well as drawing, painting and lettering classes. His desire was to instill an
appreciation for art in his students and co-workers. Joyce and he had the opportunity to
travel to Europe in 1962. He photographed many of the slides he showed in his classes on
this trip and on a later trip to Egypt and Greece. It was an inspiration for him to see and
experience so much classic artwork first-hand during these travels. He also worked side
by side with his community college colleagues planting the hundreds of trees that now
surround the campus.
In addition to students who pursued their artwork and those who valued the creative
process, Beck’s legacy is evident through the college’s permanent art collection. In 2007,
Minnesota State Community and Technical College-Fergus Falls honored Beck by naming
the Charles Beck Gallery in the newly constructed Legacy Hall.
During these years, Beck also exhibited his artwork in various galleries and completed
numerous commissioned murals and paintings for area businesses and public places
including the Stevens County Court House, Moorhead Public Schools, Pennington County
Court House and Otter Tail Power Company, Lake Region Healthcare and Minnesota
State Community and Technical College in Fergus Falls.
He served on the Otter Tail County Planning Commission. He also coached VFW
baseball. His most proud community achievement was designing the Otter Tail County
Historical Museum during the 1970’s. His dream was to see the valued artifacts in the
county Court House basement preserved and displayed in a meaningful way. It was
gratifying for him to work with other community volunteers to develop and build the
museum over a three- year period and the museum’s Agricultural Wing in the early 1980’s.
In 1986 he was inducted into the Fergus Falls Sports Hall of Fame.
In 1979 he was awarded an honorary Doctorate of Arts Degree from Concordia College
and in 2003 was inducted into the Fergus Falls High School Arts Hall of Fame as an
outstanding alumnus. Since retiring from the college in 1987, Beck has worked full-time in
his home studio.

Until 2009, Charles and Joyce managed a Gallery in their home and welcomed countless
visitors to view Charlie’s work. In June 2009, the Kaddatz Galleries was established in
Fergus Falls and provided Beck a permanent place to exhibit his artwork.
In August 2013, he experienced a mild stroke and in December of that year became a
resident at the Broen Home in Fergus Falls. Beck was encouraged to continue “doing art.”
In a studio in the corner of his room he developed a new style of painting that has been
enjoyed by staff and residents as well as the community. Exhibiting this work at the
Kaddatz in 2016 and 2017 was most satisfying for him.
Charles was always an eager learner as well as a teacher and over the years Joyce and
he enjoyed rich friendships with many people. Through his artistic expressions of nature
and his teaching of appreciation, Charlie opened the eyes of many to the beauty and
intricacies of the world around us.
Grateful for his love and inspiration are his wife of 69 years, Joyce; three children, Karl
Beck of Fergus Falls, Carolyn (Don) Glesne of Underwood and Paul (Rhonda) Beck of
Lafayette, Colorado; seven grandchildren Lisa Beck (Buzz) Anderson, Kristine Beck
(Chad) Welle, Jennifer Glesne, Elizabeth Glesne (Jesse) Huber, John Glesne, Stephen
Beck, Aaron Beck; seven great-grandchildren, Andrew (Michelle) Anderson, Alex
Anderson, Alexis Welle, Levi Welle, Nora Huber, Charles Huber and Haakon Huber; sister
Florence Johnson, Fergus Falls; sister-in-law, Joycelyn Beck of Plymouth, Minnesota as
well as his treasured nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Linwood Beck; brother-in-law, Elton
Johnson and brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Donald and Avis Hagge.
Visitation: 5:00-7:00 PM Thursday, September 28, 2017, with a public prayer service at
6:30 PM at the Olson Funeral Home and resuming one hour prior to the service at the
church
Service: 11:00 AM Friday, September 29, 2017, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fergus
Falls
Clergy: Reverends Tom Peterson and Jake Anderson
Interment: Bethlehem Cemetery
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Comments

“

When I was a little girl, I remember my Mom, Fran Sethre, taking me to Charlie’s
home in Gutenberg Heights. I vividly remember going across the bridge to get to the
house. I also remember a light-filled room with a great big man in it who was real
nice to me. My mother was probably buying some art as a gift, and I envy whoever
got that gift. I was thinking it was a print, but I also remember looking at some wood
carvings. So sorry to hear of his passing, but I imagine he is painting to his heart’s
content, and happy to be where he is. I visited Fergus Falls in August 2017 for the
first time in many years and drove past the house and the bridge. I really loved
seeing all his art on display in the Gallert and at the Hospital. He was a great light in
the world.

Polly Sethre - December 08, 2017 at 10:46 PM

“

I would like to enter a contest for paintings of Minnesota artists in honor of Charles,
based on one of his paintings shown below. I believe that the Light of Moon casts a
bright light on his work and that the Tree of Life is represented also in the painting. I
am convinced that Charles is in a better place, where he lives on eternally in the
heavens. I would appreciate approval of his family members to enter the below
painting in the contest in his memory. Rod Vessels, ssevdor@gmail.com, 612-5701199.

Ssev Dor - November 26, 2017 at 09:32 PM

“

6 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - September 29, 2017 at 12:15 PM

“

Barret And Harriet Wicklund lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Barret and Harriet Wicklund - September 28, 2017 at 05:26 PM

“

Todd B. Jacobs lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Todd B. Jacobs - September 22, 2017 at 03:24 PM

“

My condolences to Joyce and the family. Charlie was a lifelong friend of my dad
(Gene Johnson). I'd like to think they have been reunited in heaven's art studio.
Conny (Johnson) Spann, Seattle WA

Conny Spann - September 20, 2017 at 09:09 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear about Charlie Beck's passing. We have the privilege of
having two pieces of his art to always remember him by. Our thoughts are with you
during this time.
Dennis and Kay Suchomel

Kay Suchomel - September 19, 2017 at 03:50 PM

“

Marian And Mary Jo Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Marian and Mary Jo Igelstad - September 16, 2017 at 09:24 PM

“

Charlie was such a special person! I enjoyed the privilege of caring for him! He
brightened my day with his smile and his kindness. Thank you Joyce, Carolyn and
Karl for allowing me to be part of his life! Blessings to you. Carrie Brue

carrie brue - September 16, 2017 at 09:21 PM

“

I pretended not to peek when he and his wife were sharing a good night kiss one
night and Joyce told him what I was doing (I had covered my eyes). I'll never forget
for the rest of my life what he said to me. He looked at me and said, "Why are you
doing that? You're family. " My condolences to the entire Beck family. I miss you
Charlie!

Jodi L. Nelson - September 16, 2017 at 08:43 PM

“

Charlie was a super man who loved his family and liked to joke with his nurses . We
are all going to miss him and his smiles .God bless him and his family.

Patti Kugler - September 15, 2017 at 08:14 PM

“

Patti Kugler lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Patti Kugler - September 15, 2017 at 08:05 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss. I really admired and respected Charles. I took an
art class from him at the FFJC. He was very inspirational. He will be greatly missed
by not only his family but his friends and the admirers of his work.

Candace Borgos - September 15, 2017 at 05:05 PM

“

Candace Borgos lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Candace Borgos - September 15, 2017 at 05:03 PM

“

Charles was not only a wonderful artist, but a inspiration to many of us. As I write this
I view one of his woodcut prints of the milk weed pods which hangs on our wall.
Dick and Janet Green greenbrush4@comcast.net

Dick & Janet Green - September 15, 2017 at 02:59 PM

“

Tori Covington lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Tori Covington - September 15, 2017 at 02:27 PM

“

What a joy it was for me to see Charlie's most recent works at the Kaddatz Gallery
this summer. I am inspired by the way he worked and lived his life. At FFCC he was
my first and most important influence as I sought my own artistic vision. I was so
privileged to be a part of his work to interpret regional history for the county museum.
Charlie taught me to see color, line, and patterns in nature. Now, when I'm in the

country, I see paintings everywhere I look and more often than not, they look like a
Charles Beck.
Mary Erickson - September 15, 2017 at 11:48 AM

“

The museum was a grand achievement for Charles and my father-in-law, John
Gronner. John had great respect for Charles and liked working with him. They both
understood the importance of preserving the past for the future. My mother-in-law,
Catherine, loved his paintings and always spoke so highly of him. He left a wonderful
legacy for his family. Condolences to the family!!
Linda and Rick Gronner

Linda Gronner - September 15, 2017 at 11:44 AM

“

I had the privilege of working with artist Ellen Eilers of Alexandria for a few years late
in her life. She often spoke of Charles's influence and learning from Charles. Here is
a video where Ellen speaks of him. What lovely and beautiful lasting art his legacy
leaves behind. Condolences and the best to his family and the Fergus Falls
community who will miss him.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4jYZIzKHwY

Kathy Lally - September 14, 2017 at 10:54 PM

“

Bev Grimm lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Bev Grimm - September 14, 2017 at 05:43 PM

“

Snook Harworth lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Snook Harworth - September 14, 2017 at 04:38 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Charlies Beck's passing
he was one of the greaest artists here In.
Fergus Falls,MN that I have ever know.
I'm so sorry for the loss of ur husband Joyce.

Shelby Diiro - September 14, 2017 at 03:36 PM

“

Such a great man, artist and teacher. His inspiration, his mark on Fergus Falls and
the art world will live on but his kindness will be missed.
Rick Kraning

Rick Kraning - September 14, 2017 at 01:44 PM

“

Jim And Linda Gnahn lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Jim and Linda Gnahn - September 14, 2017 at 11:46 AM

“

A shining star has left us but has gifted us with works of art that have enabled us to
see and appreciate our natural world in new ways. Thank you Charlie! Wishing
comfort and peace to Joyce and your family. Ann Mathison

ann mathison - September 13, 2017 at 09:05 PM

“

Linda Norman lit a candle in memory of Charles Nelson Beck

Linda Norman - September 13, 2017 at 07:38 PM

“

Loved Charlie! Such a sweet man with a great sense of humor! I'm going to miss
him!

tammy trangsrud - September 13, 2017 at 07:37 PM

“

Charlie : What a friend you have been to all of us that can not thank you enough for sharing
your friendship,your imagination,and your kindness. You are special, so enjoy this trip and
hopefully I'll see you again.My best to your family and enjoy them from your new angle.
John "Jack" Donelan
Jack Donelan - September 29, 2017 at 11:51 AM

