Archie Joseph Miller
March 26, 1917 - April 16, 2018

Archie Joseph Miller, 101, a resident of Fergus Falls, died Monday, April 16, 2018, at his
home under the care of LB Hospice.
He was born on March 26, 1917, to James C. and Mary (Klug) Miller, on a farm near
Pisek, ND. Archie was the oldest son of four other siblings: Beatrice, James, Dorothy, and
Ralph.
At an early age, his family moved to Brocket, ND, where they became long-time residents.
Archie and his brothers were put to work by their father when they were very young boys.
Through the years, the Millers operated a lumber yard, hardware store, harness shop, and
managed a Ford dealership. By the time he was 12 years old, Archie had sold his first car,
a Model A Ford.
Archie had many fond memories and many, many stories to tell about growing up during
the depression in a small town in North Dakota.
After being honorably discharged from the United States Army in 1942, he met and later
married the pretty school teacher, Virginia “Velva” Johnson, in 1944. They made their
home in Brocket along with their two children until 1958. At that time, Archie sold his
lumber yard and the family moved to Fergus Falls, MN.
After building their home on Lakeview Drive, Archie was restless and looking for more
challenges. Business was his passion, so he started two ice-cream stores, three shoe
stores, Fergus Surplus and Lumber, and in 1971, the legendary store that carried his
name, “Archie’s Place”, in Dilworth, MN.
The public side of Archie could be seen as a maverick, charismatic, flamboyant, and
driven. However, more important to him than any business success was his relationship to
God, feeding the poor and hungry, giving to those in need, keeping his wife Virginia in her
home until her passing, and the love and concern for his family.

He was a member the American Legion, and a former member of the Elks, Eagles, and
Knights of Columbus. Archie had also served as Mayor of Brocket, ND.
Preceding him in death were his parents, J.C. and Mary Miller; wife, Velva in 2012; sister,
Dorothy (Ken) LeDuc; brother, Jimmy (Marion) Miller.
Survivors include his daughter, Beverly Miller of Fergus Falls; son, Gary Miller (Trish
Parish) of Palm Harbor, FL; four granddaughters; nine great-grandchildren; one greatgreat grandchild; brother, Ralph (Gen) Miller; sister, Beatrice (Paul) DuCharme; his
devoted care-giver, Elizabeth Pederson; as well as many nieces and nephews.
Yes, there really was an Archie! If you ever had the chance to meet him, you would never
forget him.

Visitation: One hour prior to the service at the church
Mass of Christian Burial: 11 a.m. Wednesday, April 25, 2018, at Our Lady of Victory
Church in Fergus Falls, MN
Clergy: Father Alan Wielinski, Father Tim Wenzel, Deacon Chuck Kampa
Private Family Interment: St. Joseph Cemetery, Brocket, ND
Arrangements are provided by the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls
Online condolences may be sent to www.OlsonFuneralHome.com
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Archie's passing. I had the honor of calling Archie not just a
longtime incredible customer of mine, but, much more importantly, a dear friend. I 1st
met Archie when he came to St. Paul and met me at our company, Universal
International. Over the years, he was so kind to me & my family, always buying
truckloads of closeouts for Archie's Place. I spent many lunches in St. Paul, St.
Cloud, and Dilworth with Archie. We talked about everything from business to family.
When he would come to Chicago for the Closeout Show, he & I always made a point
to have either lunch or dinner together. He taught me so much about business and
life. I owe so much of my success over the years to Archie. He always made sure to
help me make a living, for which I will never forget. Rest in Peace my dear friend.
Elliot

Elliot Libman - December 10, 2019 at 02:04 PM

“

Craig Soliah lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Craig Soliah - August 16, 2018 at 03:48 PM

“

Being many states away, I often learn of these events very late. I worked for Archie
and Gary in the first half of the 70's at Archie's Place in Dilworth. I have many fond
memories of Archie, Gary and Archie's Place. I even got to drive his red Eldorado
Cadillac one time. He got a new one every other year (if I recall correctly). Is the
Linda in the comments section the same Linda that got in the car accident in front of
Archie's??? Next time I am in the area, I will try to look up Bev in the Fergus Falls
area. I would love to catch up on family events since I left the area. I would love to
reconnect with Gary and to see what he is up to. (my email address is:
rod@rodallrich.com).

Rod Allrich - May 08, 2018 at 10:08 PM

“

Sending sympathy to the Miller family. My mom, Louise (Sundeen) Anderson
Moilanen, was proud to have worked for many years for 3 generations of the Miller
family during those busy years in Brocket. She shared many stories of being treated
well during her years at Miller's.
Kristy Tronson Doyon ND

Kristy Tronson - April 25, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

It goes without saying, you are in my thoughts and prayers. Archie was truly one
unique individual. My most vivid memories are of him in Brocket when he was
running the lumber yard. I never could figure out how anyone could make a go of it in
Brocket, much less a SUCCESSFUL go of it. I also remember when your Dad
passed out silver dollars to the kids at Christmas.
Another fond memory I have is time the families spent at Lake Ida, with your Dad in
full barbecue outfit, apron and hat, and I can see your Mom standing at the front door
of the lake house, making sure the barbecue was on schedule for what she was
doing in the kitchen.
Times gone by – some good, some difficult; all to be remembered and cherished.
With love - cousin Jim DuCharme

james ducharme - April 23, 2018 at 01:58 PM

“

Gary, Bev and family - So sorry to learn of your loss. It's hard to imagine the
tremendous impact that he had on so many people through this entrepreneurial spirit
and caring heart. Sending prayers to all. Karen and Jerry Lauer; Fargo, North Dakota

Karen - April 22, 2018 at 07:12 PM

“

Bev and family. So sorry to hear of your loss. I am in Arizona until mid May so won't
be able to attend the funeral. You have my deepest sympathy. Susie Leitch.

susan leitch - April 19, 2018 at 12:15 PM

“

Clair & Karen Iverson lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Clair & Karen Iverson - April 19, 2018 at 09:56 AM

“

Our sympathy to the family. What a guy. He was a very good friend and treated Les & Ann
so wonderful and had so much fun while working at Archies,
Clair - April 19, 2018 at 08:59 AM

“

Ramona And Dean Long lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Ramona and Dean Long - April 19, 2018 at 12:37 AM

“

Dino Olivieri lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Dino Olivieri - April 18, 2018 at 05:54 PM

“

Avonne Trelstad as well as myself send our deepest sympathies to all of you in the
passing of such a kind and generous man that Archie was. May all those wonderful
memories bring you peace in his passing.

Jeanne (Trelstad) Toso - April 18, 2018 at 05:10 PM

“

I used to work at Archies Place and his obit tells it all...I remember him driving that
big
old Eldorado Cadillac...Always full of energy.
My condolences to the family....remember this should be a celebration of life as
Archie had a long and fulfilled life.
So Sorry,
Linda Schott
Moorhead, MN

Linda Schott - April 18, 2018 at 04:03 PM

“

Dear family of Archie..Will never forget him as we buildt our second home on Wall
lake from his business ..Even gave us new western shirts and still have a mirror on
my bedroom wall.from him.. beautifull.. He even wanted my hubby to manage his
lumber dept but hubby already had a good job..Moved to Wy in 98 so lost contact but
will never forget him for sure.. Please accept my deepest sumpathy to you all..
Amazing also he made the age he was.. God Bless. Gloria Bitzan, Casper ,
Wyoming..

Gloria Bitzan - April 18, 2018 at 03:07 PM

“

Such a nice obituary. Thinking of you, Bev. We are on vacation in AZ. I will call when
we get home.

Pat Hoovestol - April 18, 2018 at 01:00 PM

“

Pam Fiske lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Pam Fiske - April 18, 2018 at 12:00 PM

“

Elizabeth Pederson lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Elizabeth Pederson - April 18, 2018 at 09:21 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to all ! Bev in reading the obit it appears your Dad lived his life
to the fullest. I'm sure you have many great memories to fill your heart. Big hugs to
you!

Jack and Mary Jean Gross - April 18, 2018 at 08:56 AM

“

Sorry for your loss Lisa and you and yours are in our prayers.

Mark and Doran Gipson - April 18, 2018 at 08:49 AM

“

Char Johnson lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Char Johnson - April 18, 2018 at 08:41 AM

“

Bob & Kathy Nordick lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Bob & Kathy Nordick - April 17, 2018 at 10:33 PM

“

Dave & Darlene Thoen lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Dave & Darlene Thoen - April 17, 2018 at 10:21 PM

“

Just a sweet man who will not be forgotten, my condolences to his family.

Maureen Torgusson - April 17, 2018 at 07:35 PM

“

Beth Buckley Rudh lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Beth Buckley Rudh - April 17, 2018 at 06:23 PM

“

Archie was a wonderful friend and neighbor to my whole family. Loved the stories growing
up and he always had a great smile and laugh. RIP Archie
Beth Buckley Rudh - April 17, 2018 at 06:26 PM

“

Marlene Pederson lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Marlene Pederson - April 17, 2018 at 03:26 PM

“

You will never be forgotten... ;'-(
Marlene Pederson - April 17, 2018 at 03:29 PM

“

Deane Williams lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph Miller

Deane Williams - April 17, 2018 at 12:16 PM

“

Archie was one of a kind.Growing up on Stanton Ave and Archie's right across from us, we
got to know him good,ad he would stop at over place to treat us if we were out side.Both
him &his wife were very special to us.A few years back I ran into Archie at the clinic with a
caregiver,I spoke with me and he told me his eyes were bad,but tell me who u are.Right
away be said yes ,you lived on Stanton.At his age he at that time was with it.RIP MY
FRIEND
Deane Williams - April 17, 2018 at 01:25 PM

“

My husband and I would go out to Archies to just to visit ...he loved to tell about his back
ground growing up....He loved people who had work ethic like he showed all his life...He
always made people feel good...RIP...The Malmstrom
Bud and Laurel Malmstrom - April 18, 2018 at 12:56 PM

