Anthony R. Perez
July 2, 1941 - July 17, 2021

On July 17, 2021 two weeks after his 80th birthday, Anthony R. Perez went to join his Lord
and Savior, surrounded by his wife, and several close family members. Anthony was born
on July 2, 1941 to Thomas and Rita Perez in El Paso, TX. Anthony’s family owned horses,
where he developed a love for horse riding and roping. He especially enjoyed and
excelled in calf and team roping in rodeo competition.
Following secondary school, Anthony attended Texas Western (UTEP) where he earned
his B.S. degree and graduated with distinguished military honors (ROTC) in 1963. He
joined the Army as a lieutenant serving in Korea, Okinawa Japan, as well as Louisiana as
a transportation officer during the Vietnam conflict. Anthony attained the rank of Captain
before his honorable discharge in 1968. Upon leaving the army, Anthony returned to El
Paso where he taught H.S. English, History and Aviation for 32 years. He was involved
with coaching many sports during his teaching career. He always had a great story to tell
about his teaching, coaching and military experiences. During retirement, Anthony worked
at Barnes and Noble, Agape Christian School, Target and Home Depot. Anthony was a
life-long learner and reader.
On June 19, 1993 Anthony and Joyce were married at Abundant Living Faith church in El
Paso, Texas where they continued to make their home. Anthony’s eyes always lit up when
he shared stories about two special puppy dogs that the couple rescued from the streets
of El Paso. In 2002, Anthony and Joyce ventured north to Jewett Lake near Fergus Falls,
MN. Although Anthony was a desert rat, he loved the trees, wildlife and kayaking. He
embraced the northern culture, becoming an avid fan of the Minnesota Twins, Vikings and
NDSU Bison. He loved yard games and celebrating life with family and friends. He was
admired for his steadfast faith and contributions to community and church, often sharing
his musical talents alongside his beloved wife. Anthony will always be remembered as a
loving husband, brother, and step-father. His kind and generous heart will be missed by
those who knew him.
Anthony was preceded in death by his parents, sister Martha Buntyn and nephew Robert

Dean Perez.
Anthony is survived by his wife Joyce; step-daughter Jill (Brian) Larson, step-son Brian
(Kim) Prosser, step-daughter Andrea (Jason) Kovarik. Brothers and Sisters: Tommy
(Delia) Perez, Rita (Bob) Lecy, Mary Esther (Charlie) Ezell, Lydia Perez, Margarette
Heard, Stella Lohmann, Nephews and Nieces: Tom Roy Perez, Rebecca (Craig) Hughes,
Duffy (Lara) House, John T and Norman Ezell, Stephen Perez, Denise Bashur, David
(Lety) Perez, Emily Buntyn, Chris (Kristie) and Kenny (Nikki) Lohmann. Step-grandsons
Andrew (Jessica) Prosser and family, and Justin Prosser, as well as many great nieces
and nephews and great grandchildren.
Visitation: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Thursday, July 22, 2021 at the Olson Funeral Home in
Fergus Falls, MN, with a prayer service at 6:00 p.m. Visitation will resume one-hour prior
to the service at the church.
Memorial Service: 2:00 p.m., Friday, July 23, 2021 at First Lutheran Church in Fergus
Falls.
Clergy: Reverend Gretchen Enoch
Military Participation: Fergus Falls V. F.W. Post 612 and American Legion Post 30
Interment: Oak Grove Cemetery, Fergus Falls
Arrangements are with the Olson Funeral Home in Fergus Falls.
Online condolences may be sent to www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Cemetery Details
Oak Grove Cemetery
1509 East Mount Faith
Fergus Falls, MN

Previous Events
Visitation
JUL 22. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
info@olsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Prayer Service
JUL 22. 6:00 PM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
711 Pebble Lake Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
info@olsonfuneralhome.com
https://www.olsonfuneralhome.com

Memorial Service
JUL 23. 2:00 PM (CT)
First Lutheran Church
402 S. Court Street
Fergus Falls, MN
http://www.firstlutheranchurchff.org/

Tribute Wall
View and Download the Funeral Program
Olson Funeral Home - July 23, 2021 at 03:51 PM

TE

Hi again,
Look to "The Keeper of the Stars" on internet for satisfaction?
It was our wedding song to my new wife that took me thru losing Patti!
My love,
Tedd
Tedd - July 23, 2021 at 10:33 PM

Olson Funeral and Cremation Service created a Webcast in memory of Anthony
R. Perez

Olson Funeral Home - July 21, 2021 at 12:36 PM

LB

My heartfelt condolences to Coach Perez’s family. He was
my volleyball coach, English teacher, and mentor at
Parkland High School. I went ahead and took his honors
English class knowing he would expect a lot from his
students, and I’m so glad I did. He made learning fun. So
much so I joined many other students to learn speed
reading from him during summer break. To this day I still use those skills, and I
think of him when I do. I also signed up for senior honors English with him. I don’t
even think we were required to take a senior English, but I wasn’t going to let the
opportunity pass. For our reading assignments every student read a different
novel, and he knew each and everyone of those novels like the back of his hand.
Yes, we did a lot of work, but he made it fun and treated us with respect and
compassion. It made me want to do better. God bless.
Leslie Buchanan - April 22 at 05:05 AM

J(

I remember my cousin had Mr. Perez as an English teacher
and he required his students to do their papers handwritten
in cursive and not use a word processor. He was a stickler
for correct spelling and grammar. She used to cry
sometimes at having to do rewrites, but she loved him and
how patient and caring and genuine he was. He was an
icon at Parkland High School. I am sure he will be greatly missed by all who knew
him.
Jen Hughey (Pope) - July 23, 2021 at 04:56 AM

SP

Mr.Perez was my favorite teacher at Parkland. I had him for English my senior
year. I got married on my spring break that year. Like most newly wed couples we
struggled a lot. We had an apartment out of the school district. When our car was
broke down for about two weeks Mr. Perez picked me up for school every day.
Most of those days he bought me breakfast. He continued to buy me breakfast at
least once a week for the rest of the year. Without his help and encouragement I
don’t know if I would have made to graduation. I did make it to graduation and I
am still married to the same man 31 years later. Thank you Mr. Perez may you
RIP.
Stacey Ogden Pearson - July 22, 2021 at 10:47 PM

DH

Donna Hauge lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Donna Hauge - July 22, 2021 at 02:41 PM

DH

Joyce I am so sorry to hear about Anthony. He was such a pleasant and kind man and
I loved listening to him sing Christmas Carols!
Donna Hauge - July 22, 2021 at 02:42 PM

JT

Joyce, so sorry to hear of Anthony's passing. Keeping you in my thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time. Jan Thiele
Jan Thiele - July 22, 2021 at 01:46 PM

RM

I can still see his patented head tilt...when you knew you messed up. Strict but
fair and always gave me the benefit of the doubt. He knew my family well as he
taught/coached my sisters at Parkland High School. I can still see him working
the roping chutes at the Coors World Finals Rodeo. Never knew of his military
background but t now i can see his impeccable need for detail! I truly am a better
person for knowing him. He touched many lives and will be missed.
Robert Morgan - July 22, 2021 at 01:11 PM

Don
McKinley

Nr. Perez was an outstanding English teacher, maybe the best I have ever had.
To this day, I believe that several of his American literature reading requirements
significantly influence me in latter pursuing law school and becoming an attorney.
If I am any example, Mr Perez's positive influence went well beyond the
classroom or tennis courts. I might add, at times he would come to the house and
join several of us in ping pong matches, and he was very good! All-in-all, when
one thinks back on those teachers that greatly influenced one's life, I know that in
my case, Mr. Perez was one of those teachers and maybe the most significant for
me while attending Parkland High School Prayers for all his family as Mr. Perez
joins our Lord after giving so many years of service to so many.
Don McKinley - July 22, 2021 at 11:42 AM

Coach Perez was GREAT - I had him for English and he was the coach for
freshman volleyball as well as the Assistant Coach the rest of the years. He
always was encouraging us to move and be on our toes - RIP Coach Perez and
prayers and blessings to your family!
Patti "Clanan" Renenger - PHS Class of 1987
Patti Renenger - July 22, 2021 at 11:18 AM

PW

Pam Western lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Pam Western - July 22, 2021 at 11:18 AM

BB

I’ve always loved aviation and wanted to be a pilot since I was a young boy. I took
an elective course he taught surrounding aviation during my senior year. One of
the fondest memories I have of my time in high school.. I can remember to this
day many of the activities we did in that class with him. I ended up becoming a
pilot… he definitely helped keep that spark burning until I eventually found my
way. Rest easy, thanks for the laughs and shared love of Aviation.
Ben Baker Class of 95’
Ben Baker - July 22, 2021 at 01:23 AM

DV

I was fortunate to have Mr. Perez for 2 years. His brilliance as a teacher paled in
comparison to his magnificence as a human being. “For his heart was in his work,
and the heart giveth grace” Longfellow. Thank you Mr. Perez for your influence,
mentorship and guidance. My deepest condolences to your family. Danny
Vasquez PHS C/O 95
Danny Vasquez - July 22, 2021 at 12:23 AM

MF

JoyceMy sincerest sympathies to you and your family. I'll be thinking of you in the
coming days and you'll be getting a hug the next time I see you. -Mindy Fuder
Mindy Fuder - July 21, 2021 at 10:38 PM

GW

Mr. Perez, you impacted my life as a man of no nonsense, a man of integrity. You
will never be forgotten. Rest in peace Sir, with your Lord & Savior. No more pain,
no more tears. Until we meet again!
Gerrianne Tummillo Waring - July 21, 2021 at 10:17 PM

VH

We are sorry to hear about Anthony. He was a sweet, nice and generous man.
We enjoyed sharing time at the lake with him and the family. He will be dearly
missed. Our sympathy and prayers go out to you through this difficult time. I know
he will be singing with the angels..
Vickie & Dick Holmberg - July 21, 2021 at 09:40 PM

LW

I got to know Anthony while working at Target Fergus Falls, and then at First
Lutheran. His beautiful voice brought joy to many and I especially enjoyed when
he and Joyce performed together. God Bless the memory of Anthony. Dale and
Laurie Whitehead.

Laurie Whitehead - July 21, 2021 at 09:23 PM

C(

Mr. Perez was an amazing teacher as well as human being. He was truly a man
who cared about his students. He has made such an impact on so many
generations of Parkland High students. Rest in peace until the trumpet sounds,
sir!
Crystal Sapp (Jones) - July 21, 2021 at 08:53 PM

CS

1 file added to the tribute wall

Carolyn Standlee-Hanson - July 21, 2021 at 07:52 PM

JA

This is the Mr. Perez I remember. I graduated in 1969. He always treated his students
as ladies and gentlemen with respect for all. It was a pleasure to have been taught by
him. He was an inspiration to us all.
Jim Argiro - July 21, 2021 at 10:14 PM

LM

Mr. Perez will be dearly missed! He was one of my favorite teachers at PHS!
lynne Meyer - July 21, 2021 at 07:24 PM

KO

He always has a smile on his face and the best personality.

Kollyn - July 21, 2021 at 07:02 PM

JI

Mr. Perez inspired us to strive in exceeding the norm. Mr. Perez held a special
zeal for teaching, mentoring, and coaching. His legacy resides in all of us who sat
to take notice as his student. His experiences from the Vietnam Conflict served as
a mentoring platform for Parkland's ROTC Cadets. He took a personal interest in
each student he taught and coached through life after high school. May the Lord
always walk with His family and friends. Godspeed! John and Diana (Schmalfeldt)
Ives
John W Ives - July 21, 2021 at 03:44 PM

KF

Joyce and Family I am so very sorry for your loss. Anthony
will truly be miss by all of us at Holiday. It has always
brought me joy to be able to chat with the both of you. God
Bless you Anthony. Till we meet again.

Kerri Fouquette - July 21, 2021 at 12:59 PM

BT

I remember him being one of the judges for the Miss Rodeo
El Paso contest when I was a contestant. He also couldn't
believe how many books I read from a list the first day of
English. Awesome person and teacher.

Barbara Wooten-Del Toro - July 21, 2021 at 12:43 PM

BT

Barbara Wooten-Del Toro
Barbara Wooten-Del Toro - July 21, 2021 at 12:44 PM

RH

Mr. Perez made his English classes fun and he would still push us to be better! I
loved his class and might have “skipped” some other classes
but NEVER his
class! May the family find peace and comfort knowing what a great impact he had
in many Matadors lives!
Robin Mansfield Hughes - July 21, 2021 at 12:40 PM

BJ

Me. Perez was an awesome teacher. He always encouraged everyone to do their
best. One of my reasons for becoming a teacher myself. RIP
Barbara Reilman Jewett - July 21, 2021 at 11:37 AM

CS

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Carolyn Standlee-Hanson - July 21, 2021 at 11:23 AM

I had to go digging through an archived box of photographs. Yes, kiddos! Pictures had
to be on photographic paper. Digital was a far off dream. I KNEW I had one with Mr.
Perez. He was my favorite teacher. It was such an honor to have known him, and to
have him as a teacher and mentor.
Carolyn Standlee-Hanson
Carolyn Standlee-Hanson - July 21, 2021 at 11:29 AM

AP

Mr Perez was an awesome person he would always listen to you if you needed
someone my condolences to his family know that his Parkland family will miss
him too rest with god
Angie Pena - July 21, 2021 at 11:18 AM

CT

Mr. Perez touched many lives in our American literature class at Parkland; I carry
his teaching about H.D. Thoreau with me to this day. He was an example to his
students of a life well lived; he lived excellence and taught us to pursue it as well.
I am grieved at his passing, but rejoice that he is present with the Lord. My
sincere condolences to his family; what a privilege it has been for you to share
your lives with this fine and Godly man. - Charlotte Thweatt, Parkland Class of
1973
Charlotte Thweatt - July 21, 2021 at 08:31 AM

TD

I had the privilege of having English 2 years with Mr.Perez at Parkland High
School. I remember his love of reading, his love for the Lord, and his love for
proper citation on a term paper. He helped me to enhance my joy of reading the
classics. He was an excellent teacher and definitely one of my favorites. To his
wife and family I offer my deepest condolences and my prayers.
Tiffany Hash Darby - July 21, 2021 at 07:05 AM

TL

I knew Mr. Perez (Anthony), as both a student and a colleague. He embodied a
true spirit of living, teaching, and coaching by example.He had a strong faith in
God, and I know our Lord will welcome him home with open arms. We will miss
him here.
Tim Lubbers - July 21, 2021 at 12:44 AM

D7

Mr. Perez,
I want you to know you were one of the BEST teachers I ever had.
You motivated me to like enjoy literature and at the time I didn't even know it.....
Thank you, Sir, for all the knowledge I attained in your Junior English Class
Rest in Peace
Don Reilman Class of 70 - July 21, 2021 at 12:18 AM

LC

Mr. Perez was my English teacher in HS. I say this in all honesty, he was the
greatest teacher I ever had. I went from having an F one semester to straight A+
because of him. He was tough but fair, you had no choice but to learn in his class.
He was the kind of teacher you will never forget and was loved by all who were
lucky enough to be in his class. I ran into him about 5 years after I graduated and
was able to tell him thank you for making such an impact on my life. Rest in
Jesus, Mr. Perez, you were a remarkable human being who will be greatly
missed. My sincerest condolences to his family.
Linda Blair Camacho
Linda Blair Camacho - July 21, 2021 at 12:14 AM

CS

I too was a student of Mr. Perez. Whenever I write the words “a lot” I always
remember this as one of the first lessons in his advanced English class. It is
never written as “alot”! I have fond memories of the man. I wish I had known he
had married and moved up to Minnesota, where I live now. I would have enjoyed
speaking with him again, and meeting his wife. We can often never know the
impact we may have on people. His impact left an indelible mark. May the
memory of his contributions to so many lives sustain his loved ones in his loss. I
know a lot of people will sorrow at his passing.
Carolyn Standlee-Hanson - July 20, 2021 at 11:18 PM

KP

It does seem that several former El Pasoans decided to move North, rather than stay
in the Desert Southwest. Mr. Perez was liked by so many people and his passing will
definitely have an affect on so many. My condolences to all of his family...
Karl Perry - July 20, 2021 at 11:34 PM

CM

I have fond memories of his Honors English class. Coach Perez made me a
better writer and more thoughtful reader. He was always respectful and kind. His
influence lives on in my career as an educator and librarian.
Thank you, Coach; may you rest in peace.
Christine (Szeredy) Margocs
Christine Margocs - July 20, 2021 at 11:04 PM

LJ

Me too Chris! He helped me find a lifelong love of classic literature. I’ll never forget his
passion for teaching.
LeAnn Johnson - July 21, 2021 at 02:27 PM

LJ

Thank you for helping me find a lifelong love of classic literature. Teaching me I can
write and helping me finally learn to love the one course I always dreaded.
LeAnn Johnson - July 21, 2021 at 02:29 PM

MM

Deepest condolences to the Perez family at this sad time. MY God wrap his
loving arms around all of you.
Mr. Perez was a wonderful teacher when I attended Parkland High School from
1973-77.
With sincerest sympathy,
Melody (Hutchinson) Moon
Melody (Hutchinson) Moon - July 20, 2021 at 10:17 PM

LK

Dear Joyce, Rita & family,
I'm so sorry to hear about Anthony. I know he was loved by many. Many Parkland High
students always had good things to say about him and I know he touched many lives
over the years. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you during this difficult time.
Linda Kennedy - July 20, 2021 at 11:43 PM

RJ

So sorry, Joyce, about the lose of Anthony! Our prayers are with you during this
difficult time of mourning!
Rich & Margaret Johnson
Rich & Margaret Johnson - July 20, 2021 at 08:46 PM

LS

Joyce, so sorry!
Peace,
Laurie Stiller
Laurie Stiller - July 20, 2021 at 08:32 PM

PA

Peggy Arkulary lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Peggy Arkulary - July 20, 2021 at 08:04 PM

TB

My condolences to Joyce and family - I knew him for a
short time and such a wonderful Man!

Tammy Bestul - July 20, 2021 at 07:33 PM

DF

Coached 14 years with Anthony at Parkland High school.in El Paso. We were
cosponsors to the Rugged Adventures Club where we took students into the
woods, mountains, and desert to learn about backpacking, camping and life in
general. He was a very kind hearted man who was always available for his
students and friends. I remember how much he loved boats in the harbor when
we took trips - even though he couldn't swim very well. I pulled him out of the
ocean once and several pools throughout our journeys together. Have to admit he
was fearless! He love God, his wife (Joyce) and his life. God has another good
one at his side.
Dan Ferguson- El Paso Texas
Dan Ferguson - July 20, 2021 at 06:03 PM

SL

Stephanie Lunde lit a candle in memory of Anthony R.
Perez

Stephanie Lunde - July 20, 2021 at 05:00 PM

MJ

Megan Johnson lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Megan Johnson - July 20, 2021 at 04:40 PM

MS

Marti Severson lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Marti Severson - July 20, 2021 at 04:32 PM

BD

Brenda Daniels lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Brenda Daniels - July 20, 2021 at 03:46 PM

PB

Patty Becker lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Patty Becker - July 20, 2021 at 03:35 PM

CL

Uncle Anthony is probably the most genuinely kind hearted Christian man I ever
knew. My earliest memories were him singing at Christmas time to Grandpa and
the family. Such a great singer. He and Aunt Joyce spending time with me playing
games was so fun and I loved that. They recently came to Georgia and taught my
kids games and spent time with them too. That was so special to watch. He will
be missed deeply but just for a little while until in time we see him again. We love
you Uncle Anthony. Chris
Christooher Lohmann - July 20, 2021 at 01:12 PM

RS

So sorry to hear about the passing of Anthony. We loved his voice when he was
singing and so appreciated the smile that he greeted you with each time you saw
him. He will be greatly missed by all that knew him. God bless the memory of
Anthony.
Ron L. Spangler - July 20, 2021 at 11:54 AM

DK

We were Blessed to have Anthony as a neighbor for all
these years I'll sure miss him prayers for Joyce, Jill and the
rest of the family.

Dennis kilde - July 20, 2021 at 08:54 AM

TS

Joyce & family,
It was a shock to most of us Sunday at 1st when it was announced that Anthony
had passed on to see his Savior. We will miss his singing in choir & special music
in our church! May you have the peace of all understanding as he will be singing
with Patti in the Heavenly chorus for all times, I can hear them now singing! May
be the name of Anthony Perez be hallowed in Heaven. Your friends always,
Tedd & Sharon Steenbock
Theodore Steenbock - July 19, 2021 at 09:24 PM

MI

Mary Jo Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Anthony R.
Perez

Mary Jo Igelstad - July 19, 2021 at 09:03 PM

MI

An avid library user and friend. Sympathies, thoughts and prayers to Anthony's family.
Mary Jo Igelstad - July 19, 2021 at 09:04 PM

RW

Rick & Linda West lit a candle in memory of Anthony R.
Perez

Rick & Linda West - July 19, 2021 at 08:28 PM

DS

What a wonderful singing voice God gifted Anthony with and he was always
willing to share it with all of us at church and any event we asked him to.
The memory of his service to all of us will continue on.
Dolores Simdorn
dolores simdorn - July 19, 2021 at 08:28 PM

SH

Steve Harles lit a candle in memory of Anthony R. Perez

Steve Harles - July 19, 2021 at 07:38 PM

