Alpha Mahler
January 24, 1921 - September 27, 2018

Alpha Mahler, 97, of Gresham, OR, formerly of Fergus Falls, MN, died Thursday,
September 27, 2018 in OR.
Alpha was born January 24, 1921 on her family farm near Hankinson, ND, to George and
Minnie (Westphal) Stach. Growing up, she loved roaming nearby sand hills, where she
was inspired to write poetry. She much preferred helping her father work outdoors instead
of doing housework. When she was 15, her mother became terminally ill, and Alpha left
school to take care of the household and younger siblings, and to provide hospice care for
her mother. Following her mother’s death in 1937, her family moved to a farm near
Mantador, ND.
Alpha met Robert (Bob) Mahler, her father’s farmhand, and they were married on
November 22, 1943. They had their first child, Dean, shortly before Bob's Army discharge
in 1945 and then took over her father's farm, and had four more children – Cyril, Jerry, Jo,
and Gayle. She and Bob were 4-H leaders, and led the development of a local Farmers
Union branch. They also became avid square dancers.
In 1961 they moved to Fergus Falls, where Alpha attended cosmetology school. She
loved being a hairdresser. Alpha volunteered to provide and teach hair care to women
clients at the sheltered workshop and residents at the local state psychiatric hospital.
Alpha later developed debilitating reactions to hairdressing chemicals. Always one to not
let setbacks keep her down, she was hired to sell shoes at O'Meara's department store,
and soon was promoted to assistant manager. She continued doing this until she was
disabled at age 53 following brain surgery and stroke.
In the 1970s, she and Bob began helping a Vietnam refugee obtain medical care and
integrate into the Fergus Falls community. For nearly two decades they frequently shared
meals and included her in all extended family events.

Alpha was very active with Ladies’ Aid at church, and created the first Sunday School
class in the area for children with intellectual development disabilities. She and Bob were
very dedicated food shelf volunteers.
In 2014, Alpha moved to the Portland, Oregon area to be near her daughter, Jo, and
cousin, Beatrice. Alpha was loved and admired by caretakers at her senior day center
there, where she eagerly participated in activities, and discovered a talent for creating
acrylic paintings of outdoor scenes. In addition to helping others, Alpha loved being in
nature, playing cards, reading, music and dancing, baking, and doing arts and crafts.
Alpha’s indomitable spirit was an inspiration to all who knew her. She will be sorely
missed.
Preceding her in death were her parents; twin sons, Cyril and Jerry; husband, Robert;
brother, George; a niece and three nephews; and numerous in-laws.
Survivors include son, Dean (Veronica) of GA; daughters, Jo Mahler of OR and Gayle
Mahler (Scott Simpson) of UT; sister, Doris Thomas of WI; grandson, Michael (Kelly)
Mahler; great-grandson, Connor all of GA; and 47 nieces and nephews.
Visitation: One hour prior to the service at Trinity Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls
Memorial Service: 1:00 p.m. Friday, October 19, 2018 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Fergus
Falls, MN
Clergy: Rev. John Christensen
Interment: Trinity-Faith Cemetery, Fergus Falls, MN
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Comments

“

4 files added to the album Service Folder

Olson Funeral Home - October 19, 2018 at 01:03 PM

“

Dean Jo and Gayle,
What a very special woman your mom was I just adored this lady. I first met her at
Silver Leaf I was a care taker that came in. She shared so many memories of her life
how she and Bob had taken in School Teachers- through the years you kids were
growing up. She and I went to a Tea - for the Women's shelter in Fergus Falls which
we both enjoyed a great deal. I can remember her telling me how many years she
and Bob shared as husband and wife and how dedicated she was to going to see
your dad when he went into the Vet's home. Each time I come to her home and was
grateful for the help- i'd iron, clean windows, clean the kitchen floor on hands and
knees and NO ONE else would do that stuff. We were from the "old school" and that
was the proper way to do things.
I ended up quitting that position and managed River Bend Apartments so again
Alpha and I crossed paths. I remember the time she and Jo went to Alaska and what
a wonderful memory that was for her. She got me a pretty necklace from that trip for
a keepsake and I still have it. Blessed be the Memory of Alpha she was one of the
kindest- compassionate women I've ever met. My condolences to all of her children.

Nancy Barrett - October 09, 2018 at 10:35 AM

“

Nancy - thank you so much for such a lovely tribute and remembrance to Mom. I know she
felt a very special relationship with you, also.
Jo Mahler - October 12, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

To Dean, Jo & Gayle - My thoughts & prayers are with you. I was very lucky to have
your mother be a part of my early years. She was always a very giving lady. I will
always be grateful that I got to spend a little time with her this last summer. God
bless you all.

Mary (Paulson) Jackson - October 06, 2018 at 12:52 AM

“

Mary - thank you so much for visiting Mom this past summer. It meant so much to her and
to me. You and I are blessed to have such good memories of one another's mother from
our growing up years. Thanks for your condolences.
Jo Mahler - October 07, 2018 at 04:40 PM

“

Mahler family: just a note in Mom’s leaving this earth, the memories of neighbors and farm
living that were instilled in all of you, may she Rest In Peace and May her values of faith
live on through you!Dave Paulson
david paulson - October 19, 2018 at 07:33 AM

“

David - thank you for your condolences and kind words. We have many good memories of
farm life shared with your family - our closest neighbors - and the wonderful values we
learned from living in that farming community.
Jo Mahler - October 22, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

Thinking of the Mahler family in this time of loss. Praying for peace and comfort at
this time.
Thomas and Kathleen Gehrig and families

Kathleen Gehrig - October 05, 2018 at 03:59 PM

“

Thank you for your condolences to our family, and for your prayers.
Jo Mahler - October 07, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

Oh I really did not know all about my Aunt Alpha. What an amazing, courageous
woman she was who obviously enjoyed giving to others, especially those in great
need. She leaves a great legacy behind that has no doubt been far reaching into the
lives of those she touched. She was very loved and so enjoyed by Ray and myself
and is missed. In love and sympathy to Dean, Jo and Gayle and families, and to
those who mourn.
Ray and Nancy Garrett

Nancy & Ray Garrett - October 04, 2018 at 11:28 AM

“

Thank you, cousin Nancy, for your wonderful tribute to Mom, and your condolences to all of
the family and others who mourn her loss. She loved your visits - they meant so much to
her over the many years.
Jo Mahler - October 07, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

Sending thoughts and prayers to my brother-in-law and sister, Dean and Veronica
Mahler, on the passing of Alpha, their beloved mother and mother-in-law.

Judy Nord - October 02, 2018 at 10:32 PM

“

Mary Jo And Marian Igelstad lit a candle in memory of Alpha Mahler

Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - October 02, 2018 at 09:26 PM

“

Gayle and family: you are in our thoughts and prayers. I remember your mom from
O'Meara's Show department. She was a great sales clerk. Our sympathies to you.
Mary Jo and Marian Igelstad - October 02, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

Thank you, Mary Jo and Marian, for your condolences to all of our family, and for the sweet
memory you have of Mom's work at O'Meara's. Jo Mahler
Jo Mahler - October 07, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

Dean, Jo, and Gayle, Your Mom did a lot of amazing things in her life. Much of her early life
I knew nothing about until I read this obituary. I looks like Charles and Peggy's family may
have 2 representative there to honor your Mother. Peace and comfort to all of you with a
showing of love by many of the cousins.
Ali (Alice Ferry)
Ali Yantes - October 15, 2018 at 08:57 PM

“

Dear Jo, Dean, and Gayle, I remember all the times at your farm & at our house too. Your
Mom was a wonderful lady, always busy, but never too busy for family or friends. Mom was
always thinking of Alpha too. So close in ages and caring, thoughtful.We'll keep you in our
prayers. Paul, Eileen McDonald family
Eileen McDonald - October 16, 2018 at 01:14 PM

“

Ali - thank you so much for your condolences to our family. It was comforting to see so
many of our cousins at the service, including two of your siblings. I'm glad you got to learn
more about Mom's life.
Jo Mahler - October 22, 2018 at 07:48 PM

“

Eileen - thank you so much for your thoughts and prayers. I know our mothers valued their
shared family history and closeness.
Jo Mahler - October 22, 2018 at 07:51 PM

